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Foundation 1 News

Miss Nunn

Welcome to our first Foundation 1 News this year. We have had a very busy start to the Autumn
Term in F1. All the children have settled incredibly well and have begun making friends. We have
begun exploring our termly topic ‘what makes us special?’ which has allowed us all to get to know
each other and explore ourselves as individuals.

As part of our topic we have been learning about ourselves and our bodies
and exploring how amazing and different they all are. The children had the
opportunity to paint their own self-portraits by looking in the mirrors and
discussing what they look like and have created a height chart so we can see
how our bodies are all different shapes and sizes. We have also been busy = &=
beginning to share our ‘all about me' boxes that the children have created at (‘.“’
home (which are all amazing). These have allowed the children to understand
that we are all unique for example, we live in dif-
ferent lives, like different things and have differ-
ent families. WheS—

As part of learning about our amazing bodies we Q 9 g
8

have been exploring 'The 5 Senses' and engaging
in lots of exciting activities to enable us to use our
senses to learn more. This half of term we have
focused mostly on touch and faste. In order for us >
to explore touch and feel, the children have ex- g
plored lots of different sensory plays such as
cornflour and Gelli Baff, done painting using their
hands and feet and participated in a ‘'what's inside
the mystery box?' game. To explore taste, the
children have discussed their likes and dislikes and
also participated in a fruit tasting activity. We will also be exploring Hallow-
een using our senses, by carving pumpkins and baking some Halloween biscuits.

F1 has really enjoyed participating in P.E where we
: have been developing our listening skills and our gross
motor movements. We have been learning lots of new
games such as the 'hoop game' which helps the children
to follow direction and listen well. They have also been
practicing their balance and climb-
ing skills. All the children have been showing great perseverance when trying to
get in and out of their P.E kits independently.

Lots of fun has been had engaging in role play this half term. Outside the chil- | ‘
dren have been exploring the doctor's surgery, where they have been learning |
more about their bodies and the way they work and inside they have been ex-L-
ploring the house home corner which has been encouraging them to discuss their
own homes and families and represent their experiences in their play.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during the first half of this term.
Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker, Mrs Perrott and Mrs
Stroud

Welcome to our first Foundation 2 News this term! We have had a very busy first half of the
term, ensuring that all our children settle into their new classrooms. We have also had some new
F2 children start with us so we have been very busy making new friends!

Our Topic this term is "How do we know that dinosaurs lived
on Earth?” We were all excited to go outside and discover
some large claw marks in the outside area. The children came
up with lots of theories, including that a giant T-rex had visit-
ed!

We had a very interesting visit from athlete Daniel Lewis.
The children enjoyed taking part in lots of different activi-
ties and then they watched him demonstrating some of his
jumping techniquel!

A very strange thing happened last
week, when we found a large dinosaur
~ egg in the outside area. The children ob-
' served it very closely, hoping that it
would hatchl The next day it had van-
ished! Perhaps the mother dinosaur had
come back for itl

We love to do messy playl We had fun making dinosaur
eggs out of papier-mache and then painting theml It was
very sticky and gooey!

In maths we have been starting to
learn numbers to 10. Our challenge
now is to begin writing them! We also
identified different patterns and
made some of our own.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us and we look forward to another busy but
enjoyable half-term in Foundation 2!
Please follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimFS



Year | News - Autumn |

Mrs Weir & Miss Amor

Mrs Wildey, Mrs Turnhull, Mrs Kearney, Miss Rajput

ALl of the pupils and staff have really enjoyed the start to Year Il It has

bheen a wonderful to

independent. Ewvery

LXperience

individual hos produced thorowghly

children become .muore
LM pressiNe

Aee the

pieces of work. We look formard to mowving into ouwr new clossrooms and
building on the fantastic start to the year. Have o great half term!

During our first week in Year |, the
children spent lots of time
hrainstorming woys to show our
learning hehawviours. We showed off our
teammwork skills with paorachute goames
and quickly hecame independent at
putting away and collecting our home

time things!

The children began by learning
all about the Tour de France,
the Tour of Britain and our very
own Tour of Highwood which
: will be toking ploce soon after
half term! We have designed our own
racing jerseds in preparation for the
roce. We hawve also locked at the histo-
ry of hicycles and how they harve
changed. We hoave olso enjoyed using
the oatlases to locate the countries of
the United Kingd.om.

In science, we have
heen studying
materials and their
properties. Mrs Weir
hbrought her bike in
and we discussed the
parts of the bhike and
which maoterials they
are made of.

Check out our new Twitter feed to bhe up
and running ofter haolf term!
@Highwoodprim!| (Mrs Weir)
@2Highw.ood| Miss Amaor)

We hawve heen working haord
to represent numhers using
different resources. There
has been some amaozing
creativity on display with
these activities! We hawe

moved onto ,C,OITLP.,OJ'LILQ

numhers, missing nuimhber
problems and
addition and
suhtrocktion.
We .are persewvering with
explaining our thinking

and ,PJ',O')VUL,g LOUT ANANLTrs

are correck.

English

AT i This term we hawxe been reading
MRS ARMITAGE
on Wheels

the story Mrs Armitage on
‘: Wheels’ to link with our topic
. on hicycles. We started by
S reading the story and then re-

telling it by putting pictures

into the correct order.
Then the cloass used
actions to bhe able to
~verbally retell the
whole story. We hare
also heen using “Give
me 5" to help write
our sentences.
Then we
qot the chance to be
g brilliantly creative by

Ginve me 5

ris

Count tha we.

L Writing our OWIN NerAsions

 of the story!



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell & Mrs Neilson

Was the Great Fire of London a total disaster?

This half-term has flown byl The children
have started to settle into year 2 well and
seem to be really enjoying school. They
have shown great enthusiasm for our topic
and already have lots of useful knowledge
about the Great Fire of London. This half-
term we have been focusing on writing to
inform in Literacy. The children have retold
the events of the Great Fire of London.
They have also created a Vil
fact file about Tudor arte- , o @

i
facts which we borrowed ‘ 2
s

from Reading Museum!

We started off the term by looking at non-
fiction texts about the Great Fire and
sequenced pictures of the events on a
timeline. Then we wrote our own sentences
about the pictures in the book. To help
make our sentences more interesting we
learnt about adjectives to describe the
fire, as well as the people and their
emotions. We re-lived the day the fire
started and acted it PR SIS
out through drama. We
used time connectives

to sequence the events.

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimyré

We have been learning all about place value
in maths. We learned our number bonds to
20 and the children are starting to learn
the related subtraction facts. It would be
great if you could continue this at

home. We have learnt about how

you can write numbers up to 100

as words. The children have also
learnt how to show numbers in
different

including numicon,

representations,
dienes and

money. They have compared num-
bers using the < > = symbols.

We have also been looking for patterns in
maths. The children have been consolidating
their ability to count in 2s, 5s and 10s.
They have learnt how to write multiplication
as a repeated addition pattern. They have
also been looking at the relationship
between multiplication and we will explore

this further next half term.

As Scientists, we have been
learning all about different
materials and linking this to

materials in 1666, particu- -
larly wooden houses. Can your child tell you
the properties of different materials from
around your home?

We have had a fantastic half-term and I
cannot wait for next half-term. Well done
Year 2, see you soon!



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Tindall
& Mrs Chintagunta
Could you survive in pre-historic times?

LITERACY SCIENCE

In science we

This term we have been looking at
: : : have been look-
fairy tales. In guided reading we have

all been looking ing at rocks, soil
at Hansel and and fossils. We
Gretel by Anthony have sorted and
Browne. organised rocks based on their prop-
erties and tested them. We have
learnt all about fossils and Mary An-
ning who we pretended to interview.

have been writ-
ing fairy tales.
Sometimes we
changed ones we
already knew. Then we made up our
own and wrote them neatly so that
they can be displayed.

f  —

TOPIC

In topic we have been looking at pre-

historic times. We started with time-

lines and organised key events. Then

we having been looking at prehistoric

animals and how people in the stone
age lived and ate.

MATHS

In maths we have been working with
numbers up to 1000. We have been
partitioning and writing the numbers
in words. We have
been adding 10 and
100 to a number and
are just about to look
at written methods.




Year 4 News

Mr Allaway, Mrs Anil and Mrs Shakeel

Welcome to the first edition of the Year 4 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a

fantastic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning

going on. Please read on to find out more!

Which of our senses is the most important?

To begin answering
our question, we
explored the differ-
ent

sounds we

could hear in the
playground. We created a detailed list and then
used them in our science. Year 4 then looked at
how different animals have unique senses that help
them to stay safe, hunt for prey and make sense of
the world around them. We learned some interest-
ing facts such as, ‘a dog can hear sounds as high
as 40,000 Hz’ and ‘a falcon can see an object from
1.5 Km’.

Science

In science, year 4 have been learning about differ-

ent animals and how
they fit together in food
chains. We have been
looking at their properties
d and learning how to clas-
sify them into different
of

categories. We started this with a game

Maths

In maths this & N
| term the chil- ; &
dren have spent a lot of

and
Ml place value. They learned how to
round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, by

using our knowledge of place value. The children

looking at numbers

have explored Roman Numerals and are able to use
their knowledge to create numbers up 100 (some
even beyond 100). They have learned all about
counting up in different multiples and are able to
represent it using resources and abstract concepts.

English

We have been learning
about ‘writing to in-
form’ and have created P
our own dragon fact
files. We learned how to
add in description using adjective noun phrases,
conjunctions and sub headings.

Meeting a guide dog!

A highlight of the half term was meeting Kashmir,
an experienced guide dog, and

her owner Jenny. We learned
all about how people overcome

the difficulty of losing a sense.

@Highwood
PrimYr4

/ look forward to continuing this hard work after half term! M Vi Auaway



Year 5

News

Autumn 1 2018

Team: Mr Anderson &
Mrs Chaudhary.
Twitter - @HighwoodPrimYr5

Welcome to the first edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a
fantastic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning

going on. Please read on to find out more!

Literacy - Firework Maker’s Daughter.

The book 'The Firework Makers Daughter’ by Philip Pullman
addresses a dilemma, which a young Chinese girl called Lila
faces, when she realises she has to climb a mountain and face
a fire fiend to become a true firework maker. The children
have been making use of the senses to write about imagined
settings, we have also focussed on character roles. We have
used a variety of retrieval exercises to develop comprehension
skills and we have put ourselves in the situations of each char-

acter to feel empathy for them
when faced with difficult deci-
sions.

Maths - Place Value and
finding patterns.

Our maths lessons this half term have really supported us in
learning about space. We have been looking at the place val-
ue of numbers up to 1,000,000 as well
as counting beyond zero (negative 1,
negative 2, etc) and rounding numbers
to different degrees of accuracy. We
have designed decimal games, written

%5 our own number riddles and made num-
'} ber lines to put our learning
practise!

into

Science In Science we have been looking at materials and
which ones are effective for everyday life. We have compared
materials and investigated why certain materials are more
effective for particular uses. We have learnt about their

representing that particular stage. We wrote Volcano Raps
and poems using the vocabulary and literacy skills learnt this
half term to help us.

PE - Pyroclastic, Gymnastic. This half term the children

have been improving their gymnastic skills, Mr Edwards has
been monitoring their progress and teaching them new skills
to improve their EXPLOSIVE routines.

Geography/Topic - Has the Earth finished growing

We enjoyed making Papier-Mache Volcanoes for our

homework project and we also worked on our mixing of
colours to paint them in a realistic way. Then they were ready
We mixed
bicarbonate of soda with vinegar and stood back to see the

to test out using our science knowledge.
reaction! It was great to see the volcanoes in action; howev-
er, we were also curious to find out why some eruptions were
better than others. We then tested the amount of carbon diox-
ide gas that was released using balloons over plastic bottles.
We still have some thinking to do about the best ratio of bi-
carbonate of soda to
vinegar though.

We
been thinking about whether the
Earth has finished growing. If you

haivie S







