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Foundation 1 News

Miss Nunn

We have had a busy start to the Spring Term in F1. We have been exploring our new topic ‘why do
things change?' which has generated lots of curiosity and provided the children with lots of
opportunities to ask many interesting questions about the world around them.

As part of this terms topic, we have been learning about the
four different seasons of the year; Winter, Spring, Summer
and Autumn. In order to help the children learn about this
they have been exposed to lots of different craft and
sensory activities relating to the seasons to allow them to
experience what they can expect at the different times of
the year, for example, ice play for the Winter and
observational paintings of Daffodils for the Spring. We have
discussed the types of clothes we would wear for each season
and what the weather would be like. We have explored the
changes in the outdoor environment such as the trees and
flowers and had a go at creating our own trees for our
'seasons’ display.

This term we have seen lots of examples of teamwork and
independence. All the children are trying harder to do
things for themselves as the ferm goes on, such as
getting changed for P.E and putting on their own coats to
go outside. They have also been offering each other a
helping hand when others have found it difficult, which is
lovely to see. To further promote independence in the F1
classroom we have also introduced a new area called 'The
Snuffle Station'. This is an area for the children to use
when they have a runny nose. This lead to us learning
about germs and how we can all help to stop germs from
spreading and take better care of our bodies.

Towards the end of the term we have been learning about the
story of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar’, which the children
seemed to have really enjoyed. We have watched real-life
videos of the life cycle of a butterfly which provided lots of
opportunity for the children to make comments and ask
questions. We have been re-telling the story in lots of
different ways from acting it out to using the story sack
props. We have also made our very own fruit pizzas and tried
some fruits from the story. We are very excited to carry
this on into the beginning of next term where we are going to
grow our very own butterflies in the classroom!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during the first half of this ferm and we look
forward to welcoming the children back after half term!
Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Perrott, Mrs Stroud & Mrs Parker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this term! We have been really busy learning
about space as part of our topic: 'Why is the sky blue?' Take a look!

We started the half term by discover-

ing that a space ship had landed in our W
outside area. We investigated the
slime that ‘aliens’ had left behind, but
sadly, we didn't see them!

The children have been looking at ‘teen numbers' and investigating
one more and one less. We have also been learning to add and
4 ;

subtract single digit numbers.
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We have completed phase 2 phonics and are working our way o
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through phase 3. The children are becoming really confident
with writing words and simple sentences independently.
Recently, we have been enjoying the story We are really looking forward to our trip to

'‘Whatever Next'. The children enjoyed sequencing  the Winchester Science Centre on the 27th

the story and they were able to write sentences to ~ March. The children are really excited to

match the pictures. find out more about the planets and stars in
our solar system.
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Thank you 1o all the parents who have continued to support us this half
term and we look forward to seeing you after half term. Enjoy the holidays.
Find us on Twitter : @HighwoodPrimFS



Year | News - Spring |

Mrs Weir & Miss Amor

Mrs Butler, Mra Turnbull, Mrs Kearney, Miss Rajput

Time flies by when you .are haoawving fun! We hawxe had so much fun
learning about toys .and we have uwsed Toy Story 3 to help ws to write
imaginative and dramatic stories. We .are extremely prouwd of how

dedicated and creative the children haxe bheen. We hope they all enjoy

their well desernved bhreak!

The children’s loocks of
pure astonishment when
seeing some of the old
toys for the first time
were priceless. They soon realised that
some of the old toys look xvery familiar
and can still be found in many toy
hoxes. They havxe shown great reflection
Akills ko link our prexiouws Acience wWork
ahout materials to our toys topic. We
have discussed what materials the
toys are maoade of and if that tells us
any information about the time period

in which the toys were invented.

We started off by learning about 2D and
3D shapes and they enjoyed going on a

scanvenger hunt to find examples of
these shapes around the school. Next,
the children proctised their adding
and subtrocting skills again, but this
time they were challenged to find
missing numhbers. They soon realised
that they needed to
think criticaolly ahbout
which resource would
he best to use to find
a missing number.
Lastly, we looked at
money. We had a great

time playing “shops”
and the children were surprised at the

price ,of some items!

This term the children hoxe thorouwghly entertained ws with all their
writing. They hawve expanded their vocabulory with new interesting odjectives to

describe bhoth a chaoracters oappearance and personality. Not only hawve they

used more adyventurous words in their writing, they hoave olso started to use

exclamation marks for dramatic effect! We are starting to see real individuolity

and creativity within their writing, applying what they havxe heen learning to

Adroft fantastic pieces of fiction. We have also seen a rise in the use of story

languaoage, such as varied sentence starters and the terminology of the

heginning, middle and end and why this is important.

For requlor updates ond highlights, please follow uwa on Twitter:

(Mrs Weir)
(Miss Am.or)

@Highmwoodpriml|
@2Highwoodpriml



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell and Mrs Nielson

Our learning this half term is focused on our
topic title, 'Be the change you want to see in
the world. During this topic we have been look-
ing specifically at India.

PREREEE This half term, in litera-
cy we have been writing
to inform with the focus
on writing to persuade.
We started the term
with our new tfext, ''The

In the story, the Wise
Man has to wuse his
judgement to decide whether to let a tiger out
of a cage. The children carefully considered
the evidence for and against letting him out.
They then wrote a persuasive letter to try and
convince the Wise Man.

Following on from this, in ICT the children have
been learning about tigers and looking up tiger
facts using our safe search engine, Kiddle.

During their persuasive
work, the children started
to learn about questions,
exclamations = and  com-
mands as well as how fo use
conjunctions, such as when,
and, but, because. /A
Throughout all these pieces ¥

of writing we have continued to work on hwmg
capital letters, finger spaces and full stops in
each sentence. However, there has been a huge
emphasis on making our sentences more inter-
esting using a wider range of vocabulary. We
continue to develop our phonics knowledge with
a clear emphasis on spelling. We are also doing
weekly spellings to teach words that do not use
phonics. Next term we will be building on this
by writing to entertain and the focus will be on
story writing.

Tiger and the Wise Man.’

In mathematics the chil-
dren have learnt about

'hons. In fr‘ac’ruons we have
b learnt how to find halves,
: quar“rer‘s and thirds of a

set of objects, shape and
then amount. The children understand that
when we split a shape or amount into fractions,
each part must be equal and that we are actual-
ly dividing! They are able to explain that we are
breaking the shape or number into its parts.
We will revisit fractions throughout next term.

The children really
enjoyed their trip to
the shop and didn't let
the rain stop them.
Many of them could
work out how much
change  they should
get. I was very proud!
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In science, the children have been learning
about animals, including humans. So far we have
learnt about different animals and their off-
spring. We have also learnt all about what we
need fo survive and how to keep ourselves
healthy.  The children have completed various
investigations“including-an investigation to find
out the effects different types of exercise
have on the body. This demonstrated excellent
teamwork!

We thank you for your support in reading with
your child at home and for helping them to
complete their homework. Unfortunately, we
were having some technical issues with our
Twitter page, which have now been resolved.
Apologies for the lack of posts this term, we
will make up for it next terml Please follow us
at:

@HighwoodPrimYr2




Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Tindall
& Mrs Chintagunta

What did the Romans do for us?

LITERACY
In literacy we have been looking at
the story of Bou-
dicca and the Ro-

SCIENCE

/n science we

man invasion. We have been
have been writing e ‘ having great fun
stories with a real investigating

focus on choosing e and magnets. We have looked

vocabulary that &

, at magnetic
interests our

materials and the

reader.
magnetic poles.

We finished our whole class reading We even managed
text of ‘The Angel of Nitshill Road’ to make a
and thought about how the charac-

ters hadgchanged throughout the &

book.
MATHS TOPIC

In maths we started by looking at the =~ We started our

perimeter of 2-d shapes and then topic by looking

tried solving problems involving at the Roman
money. Then we moved onto our invasion and

fractions topic which has seen us thinking about

finding fractions of amounts, placing how the Roman

fractions on number lines, ordering Army were able

fractions, adding and subtracting
fractions and representing equivalent

to be so
successful. Then

fractions. It has all been quite we started to think about what they
challenging but everyone has been did for Roman Britain from building
persevering. roads and the Roman baths.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYr3 @



Year 4 News
Spring 1

Mr Allaway and Mrs Anil

What impact did the Vikings have on the world?

English

This term we have been focussing on writing narratives
set in the Viking era. We have been learning how to
use expanded noun phrases, powerful verbs, adverbs
and fronted adverbial phrases to create a theme for
our setting and character descriptions. Year 4 then cre-
ated sagas involving Viking heroes defeating giant
monsters in interesting settings.

Maths

The children have been very busy this term in maths
and we have covered a lot. We have spent a lot of
time working on different methods of multiplication,
both mental and written. We had to use our times
table knowledge to help solve more complicated multi-
ples problems, as well as written methods to identify

missing numbers in investigations.

Year 4 then moved onto leaming all about area and
perimeter. They were able to measure and calculate the
perimeter of rectangles and more unusual shapes and
then calculate the area by counting in cm?2.

We have also explored equivalent fractions and how to
calculate them using cubes or through mental methods.
This then led onto learning about decimal numbers and
how they link to fractions. We have nearly understood
the place value of decimals to two decimal places and
will be moving onto problem solving.

History

We have been learning all about the Vikings this term.
The highlight of our history topic this term was the visit
g of Ragnar

from History
off the page.
The children
ll learned all
about Viking
culture and
o were able to
take part in
a variety of
craft activi-
ties such as jewellery making, candle making, painting,
weaving and potion mixing.

Some children also leamed how to use Viking weapons
such as bows, spears and shields.

In the afternoon the children became archaeologists,
digging up artefacts from dirt trays and understanding
what they tell us about Viking society.

Everyone had a fantastic time and learned a lot about
this period of history.

Science

This term we have been learning about the human di-
gestive system. We discovered how food is taken into
the human body, digested and then removed. Year 4
even had the opportunity to create a model of the di-
gestion system using a pair of tights and some mushed
up food!

PE

In PE we have been learning lots of gymnastics moves
and have been improving our routines both as individu-
als and as part of a group. We have been performing
gym moves on the mats and on the gymnastic appa-
ratus.

We have also had the opportunity to dance each Fri-
day, learning different styles to the beat of the latest
pop tunes!

@HighwoodPrimYr4




Year 5 News
Spring 1 2019

Team: Mrs Raines, Mr Anderson & %
Mrs Chaudhary.

What’s the Fascination with Fairgrounds?

All the fun of the fair

We started this term’s topic

as historians and geogra-
phers — finding out about the
history of fairgrounds and

fairground rides, and locat- |

ing some of the most famous
fairs around the UK. We have
also begun to explore fair-
ground art, especially the col-
ourful lettering used to deco-

rate and advertise different
fairground rides.

Robin Hood

Part of the setting of Robin Hood was at a Medieval
fairground. We studied pictures and thought about
the sights, sounds and smells of a Medieval fayre
before reading the story and writing our own
exciting versions.

Fairground Poetry

As part of Whole Class Reading this term, we have
learnt about different poetic techniques, such as
similes, metaphors and onomatopoeia. We have
learnt different poems to recite by heart with

actions and appropriate volume and intonation.

Cool Carousels!

Although there is LOTS more [E
fairground model construction ;
to come after half term, we
began our work in Design &

Technology by making mov-
ing models of carousels, using the K-Nex. The task
required the use of many learning behaviours, espe-

1 o
7 !

to see different people working together to achieve
success - and then see these people supporting oth-
ers. All of these skills can be refined and re-applied
to the next model design!

Science

As scientists, we began to look §
at forces and the effect of differ-
ent forces on different objects.
We conducted an experiment
that investigated the effect of _p,

-

air-spinner. Understanding forces will be important

gravity and air-resistance on an

when we design our own]

gravity-defying fairground
rides.

Maths

We have continued to learn ™

our times tables for Times Table Rockstars, but this
term we have also begun to practise all our arith-
We have also
been learning to identify dif

metic skills.

ferent angles, and to identify =
and sort shapes according to

their properties.

Funfair at Highwood

An important date for your diary: We would
like to invite all parents and families to our
very own Highwood Funfair. It will be held on
the afternoon of Thursday 28th March. Times
and further details will follow
closer to the date. We hope to
see as many of you there as
possible!







