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Foundation 1 News

Miss Nunn

We have been continuing to explore our topic 'why do things change?’. The children have engaged
in many hands on experiences when exploring this topic to allow them to see changes happen over
time.

We have focused on the story of 'The Little Red Hen' this
half term, which got the children thinking about what it
means to be a good friend and also about the process of
growing wheat and baking bread. Following on from this, the |
children joined in to bake their own bread rolls. It was really '
interesting for them to make the dough and then observe it
as it rested and got bigger. They were then able to observe
the change as it was then baked. The best bit, of course, was
being able to eat their bread to see what it tasted likel

We also had a go at
growing our own cress
heads, which the children seemed to really enjoy. They
were able to put their cress heads in a sunny place and
watch them as they grew taller. They were all fantastic at
following the instructions to complete the process
independently. Leading on from this, we then learnt about
the life cycle of a flower, painted our own pictures of
flowers and planted some seeds in the gardenl The children
are continuing to look after their planted seeds by
watering them and making sure they are in a sunny place to
help them to grow. While learning about growing we looked
. at the story of ‘Jasper's Beanstalk’ and learnt about the
" process of growing a beanstalk.

The children have also had a lovely time caring for the babies
this half term. They have bathed them, dried them and this |,
then lead to them washing their clothes and hanging them out @
to dry before dressing them again. They have taken them in
the garden for walks in their push chairs and have even been
caught reading stories to them in the reading corner.

~1_== This half of ferm is also when we held our Literacy
= SPLAT morning in F1. It was lovely to see so many
~ parents attend, to engage in their children's learning and
~ get stuck into the daily activities that their children
a participate with every day. The children were very
excited fo have their parents/ carers here with them.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during the first half of this term and we look
forward to welcoming the children back after half terml
Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker, Mrs Stroud & Mrs Perrott

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this terml We have been really busy continu-
ing with our topic "Why is the sky blue?” and with all our other learning - take a look!

We started our term off with ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The
children learnt the story and used the opportunity of climbing
the beanstalk, to look at whether the 'Sky is blue' from up
there. The children did some great writing of the story and
many of the children now know the story by heart.

In maths we have revisited number, looked at shapes and
capacity as well as measuring. The children had fun
ordering beanstalks by height. They have also planted beans
that we hope will grow well in the next few weeks and the
children will learn about what a plant needs to grow.

the high quality learning that took
i place. We hope that you found the ses-
sion as useful as we did and we look
forward to seeing you at the next one.

We had a lovely day at the Winchester Science Museum, thank you so much to the parents
who helped to make it such a fun day. The children had the opportunity to try lots of hands
on science experiments and activities, including pretending they were wearing a spacesuit and
making their own rocket! They visited the planetarium show, where we

| got to look at the stars and learn about constel-

. lations and some of the other planets. It was so

much funl

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward to seeing
you after the Easter break. Enjoy the holidays.
Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimFS



Year | News - Spring 2

Mrs Weir & Miss Amor

Mrs Butler, Mrs Turnbull, Mrs Kearney, Miss Rajput

It’s been .o great term where we howve seen the children blossom! They
hawrve  focussed —on  improving their awriting and  making  more
creatinve and adiyenturouws word choices. We can definitely see them

using all of the School’s learning behaxiouwrs. We hope that youw all hare

a wonderful Easter break!

In preparation for our brip to Llegoland,
we hawe researched the Lego inxventor
Ole Kirk Christensen. We alsoc made our
own biographies and included some
intereskting fackts, such as Lego means
‘ploy well” in Danish and iwo of
Christensen's sons accidentally sek
fire to bhoth his house and fackory. He
inibially made wooden koys and prod-

ucks, but wos inspired by a British

We learnt all abouk frocktions this kerm
and the chidldren will now hopefully
share their sweekts more fairly mith
their siblings! We hawve learnt how ko
find halves and quarters of shope,
gquanktity and numhber. They really loved
using the frockion makts and checking
that all grouwps/parts were equal. They
enjoyed explaining their work, such s

reiterating thakt o frockion is o park of

connecking oy and subsequenktly came a whole.
up with the idea for Leqo bricks. The
children then happily shored these

foacks when we were ot Legoland. Our

krip to Legoland waos the perfeck way ko
end o successful kerm!

The children hawve hod greakt fun writing recounts abhout their amazing Lego
builds and a journey arcund the school. Finally they put the skills learnkt to
qood use when writing a recount about btheir adyventures ot Legoland. They were
taught how ko use time conneckives to help them Lo sequence exenkts inkto
chronological order. To spice up their wriking they uwsed adyvenkturous odjeckines
such as lava red, sunshine yellow and thunder grey. They were alsc able o use
what they haod learnkt in Science abhout senses and included what they could
see, heor, feel, smell and taske in their writing too.

Ask your child ko explain ko you whaot o kime conneckive and recount ore.

Chaollenge them to use adyventurouns adjeckives to describe bheir surroundings.

For requlor npdates and highlights, please follow ws on Twitter:
(Mrs Weir)
(Miss Amor)

@Highmwoodpriml
Q@ 2Highwoodpriml



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Nielson

‘If we all live on the same planet, why are our cultures the same as some, but different to

others?

Our learning has continued to focus on our topic
If we all live on the same planet, why are our
cultures the same as some, but different to
others?

SPLAT

Thank you to everyone
who was able to attend
our SPLAT event this
term. it was lovely to see

ﬁ parents reading to their
hﬂ children and taking real

s enjoyment in this. The

s

children really value the
time that you spend with them in school. It is
something they will remember and cherish as
they grow older.

Maths

This term Year 2 have explored
many different areas of the maths
curriculum, including shape, frac-
tions, odds and evens, arithmetic
and time. They particularly enjoyed
learning about time in recent weeks
and seem to have grasped the con-
cept of telling and writing the time with ease!
During our work on statistics the children created
tally charts,

show their favourite character, animal and more!

pictograms and block graphs to

Literacy

Year 2 have blown us away with some of their
Literacy work this term! They really embraced our
key texts which we used to learn all about India.

They wrote some fantastic pieces
to persuade the villagers not to
let the vicious tiger out of the

cage! More recently, we have
been focusing on a fiction text,
‘The Tiger and the Wise Man'
The children loved the simplicity of the story and
many realised that complex lan-

guage does not always make a
good book. They explored the
character and his emotions and
even wrote in role from the
Wise Man's point of view.
Through this text,
duced some of their best work yet!

they pro-

Science

This term we have learnt all about animals and
their habitats. The children have learnt about a
range of habitats and the sorts of animals that
live in them. We have also learnt all about the
differences between things that are living, non-
living and have never been alive. They can now
explain the difference between different types of
habitats and the animals which live in them. We
have looked at basic
food chains. The chil-
dren can now explain

that all plants are pro-
ducers and those that /
eat them are consum-
ers.

uy

@HighwoodPrimYr2




Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Tindall
& Mrs Chintagunta

What dld the Romans do for us?

LITERACY
To start the term we wrote stories
about the gladiators fighting in the
colosseum. We focused on introducing
our setting and

about how much sugar is in our foods
and how much we should be having
each day.
TOPIC

character. We continued our
Then we looked at Roman topic and
writing designed and created

persuasively by
creating adverts
for a Roman Villa.

MATHS

In maths we started by looking at

our mosaic designs.
We then looked at
what life would have

been like for people in Roman times,

how to multiply 2 digit numbers by 1 thinking about homes, jobs and

digit numbers by partitioning. Then
we looked at using times table facts
that we know to help us divide num-

bers outside the times tables.

Then we moved onto statistics and schools. We also visited Reading

looked at how to create and interpret Museum where we got to handle arte-

pictograms and bar charts. facts found on the Silchester site and

SCIENCE
Science started with a healthy eating
workshop. We learnt about a bal-
anced diet and how much fruit and
‘ vegetables

T,
ﬁ o w1 ™ | we should
i
1L EREL ET Jivops

learnt

dress up as Roman people.

In R.E we had a

visit from R.E in-

™ spired who helped
to teach us about
the Easter story

and in P.E we have had dance lessons

with Miss King.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYr3 /

3 :.



Year 4 News
Spring 2

Mr Allaway and Mrs Anil

We have continued to explore our question ‘What impact did the Vikings have on the world?’

English—Viking narratives

This term we continued with the theme of Vikings
with new narratives linked to a short animation
we watched. The children then planned a class
narrative based on the animation so we could ex-
plore the story together.

This term, year 4 focussed on adding in correctly
punctuated speech, creating a plot through charac-
ter development and implementing skills already
taught, such as fronted adverbial phrases, to en-
gage the reader. The use of descriptive language
this term has been absolutely fantastic.

Maths - Fractions and problem solving

In maths we have been spending a lot of time ex-
ploring how to solve problems involving fractions.
We looked at adding and subtracting fractions,
finding missing fractions and solving word prob-
lems using bar models. The children then used

online bar models to help them understand the
problems, identify the missing information and
create strategies for finding a solution.

Music

In music the children have been learning to play
the Cornet with Mr Ransom from Berkshire Maes-
tros, this will be continuing next term. It has been
fantastic to see the children so excited to use the
instruments and they are slowly moving from just
noise to tuneful performances.

Topic - Saxons and Vikings

One of the most interesting parts of our topic that
we looked at this term was the Saxon legal system
and their punishments. The children were initially
horrified by how barbaric the punishments were.
However, they then had a go at creating their own
versions and they let their creativity fly. | won't go
into detail about the terrifying and blood curdling
punishments they created, just be sure never to let
them become judges!

Tuishi Pamoja

The main event this half term which involved both
Years 3 and 4, was that of the musical production.
The children performed on three occasions, once as
a dress rehearsal to the school, then an afternoon
performance on the Thursday and an evening one
on the Wednesday.

The children worked hard to learn all of the lines
and all of the songs, and I'm sure you will agree it
was a huge success. Thank you to all the children
for their phenomenal effort.

Next term we will be starting a new topic, ‘Why
would someone build a castle here?’ The children
are already very excited about the residential trip
to Swanage and Corfe Castle.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimYr4



Year 5 News

Mrs Raines, Mrs Chaudhary
& Mrs Payne.

What’s the Fascination with Fairgrounds?
Part 2.

SPLAT

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our SPLAT
event this term. | hope it gave you all an insight into the
expectations we have of the children, and provided you
with some ideas that you can use when reading at home.

English

We have worked extremely hard
" with our writing this half term. We

'abutlt on the success of our Robin
_z,w..'! Hood stories and used a short ani-
mation with a ‘voyage and return’
structure to inspire stories about a
visit to a fantasy fairground. More recently, we have been
writing to persuade. We investi- 5
gated a variety of advertising leaf
lets for tourist attractions and
analysed their content, presenta-
We then de-:

signed and wrote our own leaflets

tion and language.

to advertise Carter’s Steam Fair.

Our dass book has been ‘Kensuke's King-

Prem tae awiher of WAR NORST

' MIEHAEL

dom.’ The children have completely im-
mersed themselves in the story and have
enjoyed using the book as a means to
study Geography (plotting Michael's voy-
age), History (WW2 and the dropping of

the atomic bomb on Nagasaki), and Biolo-

gy and Conservation.

With Mr Anderson, we have been learning, performing and
writing fairground poetry.

Science

In our leaming about forces, we have been designing our
own Investigations to test air resistance and gravity. We
designed different helicopter spinners, each with a different
variation and then tested them to see which was the most
effective. Some people tested the size of the propellers,
some tested the weight, some tested the height from which
the helicopter was dropped - there were all sorts of different
investigations. We were then able to apply our understand-
ing of forces in our design of fairground rides.

DT

As part of our topic focus on Fairgrounds,,

we have been working extremely hard in
making our own Fairground models. We g
started by looking at different mecha-
nisms and how they
are used. We then built S8 G
models using K'NEX’ A
which helped us to
understand what de-
signs provide the most
| stable structures, and
how to get the rides

to rotate.

ARTIERS

STEAM FAIR CO UK

sbsb4.0

We were lucky to have a visit by Georgina Carter from
‘Carters Steam Fair’. She talked about the vintage rides and
how they worked and a little bit about what life is like
working on a travelling fairground. All the children asked
excellent questions and showed amazing listening skils.
They were truly fascinated by Fairground life!

Maths

For most of this halfterm we have been learning about
fractions. We are now dll able to find equivalent fractions
and convert improper fractions to mixed numbers (and vice
versa). Of course, our times tables knowledge came in very
handy to help us with this!

fractions to decimals.

We have also been relating

Have a great Faster holiday from all of us in Year Five.
Don't forget to logon to Time Table Rockstars and Mathiet-
cs.

@HighwoodPrimYr5

uy







