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Foundation 1 News

Miss Nunn

Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Miss Chaudhary and Miss Mair

We have had a busy start to the Summer Term in F1. We have been exploring our new topic ‘how are
all animals different?' where the children have had hands on experiences with some different mini
beasts and have begun exploring different animals and where they live.

We started this terms topic by learning about zoo animals
and then moving onto mini beasts. The children were very
excited that they got to be involved in the process of growing
our very own caterpillars into butterflies. They were able to
watch the caterpillars go through the different stages and
are looking forward to setting our butterflies free this week.
We also had a visit from SpongeBob the giant snail. We were
able to look after him for a few days- cleaning him, feeding
him and being very careful to handle him. We are also very
lucky to have got our very own ant farm which the children
have enjoyed learning about.

As well as learning about all these exciting creatures, we
have been on a bug hunt in the garden and creating our
own pictures of different animals. We even had a go at
designing our own bugs/ mini beasts. We have listened to
different stories about zoo animals and mini beasts which
the children have been asking lots of interesting questions
about. The children have been showing great curiosity
when they have been finding different types of mini
beasts in the garden and are very careful when handling
them and finding them a safe place to live.

This term we have had an interesting addition to our behaviour
chart which is the moon. The moon is used for when the adults
catch the children making fantastic choices independently.
When the children get onto the moon they get the chance to
take home our new friend, Snuggles, the rainbow bear. Snuggles
enjoyed his first adventure at the weekend and is looking
forward to many more adventures with the F1 children.

As the weather is beginning to get warmer, we have also been
enjoying lots of water play in the garden. The children have
been watering their plants, playing in the water tray and making
tea and coffee at the teddy bears picnic.

3 - K ‘

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during the first half of this term and we look
forward to welcoming the children back after half terml

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Stroud, Mrs Perrott & Mrs Parker

Mrs Leigh, Miss Rapley,

Mrs Jones, Miss Appleton, Miss Leitch, Miss Walker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the first half of the summer term! We have
been really busy with our exciting new topic "How do we become a hero?” We hope that the chil-
dren have been telling you all about it!
We started our topic by discussing different heroes within our com-
munity. We have explored the role of a nurse, a police of ficer and a
firefighter, as well as finding out about animals who help us. We even

had a visit from Spongebob, the Giant African Snaill

The children have enjoyed pretending to be doctors and patients in
the role-play area. We often have a long line of children waiting to
see the 'doctor’, just like real lifel There have also been lots of
‘police officers’ running around catching 'baddies’. Some of the
E children have really enjoyed making their own police badges.
Following on from this we have explored the topic 'healthy eating' and why
it's important to keep our bodies healthy, especially if we want to become a
hero. Using iPads the children enjoyed creating a plate of healthy food that
they would like to eat. We discussed different ways of keeping healthy and
the children were able to suggest different forms of exercise. Our 'wake-up,
shake-up was a firm favouritel

Z

ﬂ In maths the children have been working on their problem solving skills, taking
part in some fun investigations,. Other topics that we have covered have been
money, days of the week, time, measure, addition and subtraction.

We have been really impressed with the children's story writing. They used .
their imagination and creativity to write their own Fireman Sam story. During SE =
learning zone, the children have been writing for a variety of purposes in-
cluding: how to care for a plant, missing posters and letters/postcards.

Thank you 1o all the parents that have supported us this half ferm and we
look forward to seeing you after the half term break. Enjoy the holiday.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimFS



Year | News - Spring 2

Mrs Weir & Miss Amor

Mrs Butler, Mrs Turnbull, Mrs Kearney, Miss Rajput

It is clear to see how much the children'’s independence skills haxe
developed. This is encouraging as they are vital os they prepore to monve
to Year 2 in September. As always, we hawve heen impressed with the
progress that they are making, particulorly with story writing. We hope

that you enjoy the (h.ap.afull,y) Asunny hreak!

This haolf term the children haxe
showcosed their creativity by writing
their own wversion of the traditional
tale, Hansel and Gretel. Not only hawrve
they applied their knowledge of fairy
tale languaoge, they havxe also taken
their writing to the next lewvel by making
adyenturous word choices (a,d.j,ef_tj.Ma/s,
adyverhs, similes, etc.) and by ensuring
that they use different sentence
starters. It is so wonderful to see them
using exerything they howve learnt so far
this year o improve their writing. ALl
the while, the children haove heen wvery
mindful of the fact that they were
writing stories to entertaoin the
residents of The Birches. We are
confident that the residents will he
hlown away by the high standard and

creativity of the stories!

Art

We linked our art with

our Science topic on
sensons. We hawve used pastels to
create a vivid display of the different
seosons within landscopes and
wildlife. We also haod a fantastic time
participating in the Woodley Cluster
Tray Garden project—Highwood children
were part of the teams which finished

third, second AND first!

For requlor updates ond highlights, please

follow ws on Twitter:
@Highw.oodpriml|
@2Highm.oodpriml|

Mrs Weir)
(Miss Am.or)

What an amarzing interactive time we
hawve hod during our Maths lessons
this term! We learnt all ahout
measures, including length and height,
massweight, capacity and telling time.
The children uwsed metre sticks and
rulers to inwvestigote ~
the length and height
of exerydaoy ohjecks.

They also used balance,

kitchen and electric

scales to measure and
Py compare the moss of
objects found in the
classroom. They soon
realised thaot juskt
hecouse an ochject is 2 é
big, it is not necessarily é}(
heawny. The recent sunny , _‘

weather enabled us to

o

inxvesktigoting the capacity of different
containers. They know that the width of

the container is just os important os

work cutside when

the height when comparing copocity.

Toni .

We loocked ot many options for o nice
day out and how our choice could he
affected by the weather. This linked so
well with our current Science topic of
the weather and seasons. The children
thoroughly enjoyed tracking the weath-
er in their weather diaries. Next we are
focussing on how to keep ourselves
safe whilst out and about.



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Robinson, Mrs Neilson

‘What is the difference between a cake and a biscuit?’

Not long before it will be your child's final
half term in Year 2! The time has absolutely
flown.

The children have now finally completed all
of their SATs during this half term! The
children tried so hard and were excellent at
coping without adult support during this
time. They definitely deserve the half-term
break!

We have begun our new topic “what is the
difference between al§

cake and a biscuit?” The |
children started this
topic by finding their
favourite cakes and bis- ™
cuits and discussing why
these are their favourite. In DT, they have
learnt about hygiene and mixing by baking
biscuits. They have then used this in their
literacy to write instructions about how to
bake biscuits and we will be inviting you in to
bake biscuits by following your child's in-
structions next half term!

In maths we revisited many concepts, includ-

ing Time, money, pattern
and measurement. At
’rhe start of the F}er‘m,

the children learnt how
to use a ruler for measurement and when to
use mm, cm and m. They could also tell me
how many mm in a cm and cm in a m! The
children particularly enjoyed revisiting mon-
ey and solved some challenging
exercises, such as making 25p
ten different ways and solving

worded money problems! When
we revisited time, Year 2 learnt the differ-

ence between clockwise <rocxvise ANIE,

and anticlockwise. Can
they show you which way
is clockwise? They were

excellent at showing quarter, half, and three
quarter turns going clockwise/anticlockwise
when using an arrow.

In science we are learning about plants and
asking the question, what do plants need to
grow and be healthy? We have drawn dia-
grams and learnt the names for different
parts of a plant. We have also begun an in-
vestigation into what plants
need to grow and survive.
During this we have dis-|
cussed fair test and how to [
test .objectively. We will
continue with our investiga-
tions next term. I'm sure they will give us
interesting results.

Finally, some children will be retaking the
phonics screening check. So, this term we
also worked hard on our phonics. The test
will be the second week back to school and
we need to be ready! The children seem con-
fident and Know. their sounds well. Please
read with them as much as possible, espe-
cially over half term to prepare them.

£ keb % quock
@ toin |® voisk

We wish you a nice half term with your fami-
ly and friends.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimyrs



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Tindall
& Mrs Chintagunta

What would happen iff we ran out: of water?

LITERACY

This term we have been looking at

discussion texts. We have written
about whether it is important to save
water. Our focus has been on drafting
’ and editing and

making sure that
our writing is suita-
ble for the audience.

MATHS

In maths we started by looking at 2-d
shapes and the different sorts of trian-
gles and quadrilat-
erals. There was lots
of new vocabulary
but we used songs

to help us remember

them. Then we looked at

3-D shapes before mov-

ing onto solving multipli-

cation and division prob-
lems.

SCIENCE

Science continued our look at
humans. We learnt about and named
the bones in a human skeleton as
well as think-
ing about how
our muscles

help us to

3\

topic by learning all about the water

TOPIC
We began our water

cycle. We sang
% songs, looked at dia-
grams and acted out
the journey of a rain
drop. Then we looked at how rivers
run from source to mouth and the
features they develop
along the way. Final-
ly we have been look-" ~0
ing at cities that are '
already close to run- \

ning out of drinking
water.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYr3 ,,/‘\;i
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Year 4 News

Summer 1

Mr Allaway and Mrs Anil

Welcome to the Summer 1 edition of the Year 4 news! We have had lots of cross curricular

fun, with Castles and the ‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’ novel.

English - Discussion Text

This term year 4 have been learning how to write
discussion texts. We based our work on the fantas-
tic book ‘The Wolves in the Walls’ by Neil Gaiman.
We discussed the reasons for and against allowing
the wolves to inhabit the house instead of the hu-
mans.

The children will, before the end of term, be pre-
senting their balanced arguments to the Highwood
judges so they can decide the fate of the wolves.

In reading, year 4 have been exploring the text ‘Sir
by Michael
Morpurgo. We have been using the interesting vo-

Gawain and the Green Knight’

cabulary to write descriptions of weapons and in-
ferring characteristics from the Green Knight’s ac-
tions.

~ Maths -
shape and division

Angles,

Year 4 have been work-
ing hard to understand
the features of different
2D shapes, including lines of symmetry, parallel or

perpendicular sides and types of angles. They are
able to identify, name and order different angles
inside polygons.

We

looking at differ-

have been
ent ways of di-
viding numbers
this
as using the in-

term, such

verse, number

lines and distributive law. Before the end of term
we will be moving onto methods of dividing three
digit numbers by one digit numbers using exchang-

ing.

History - The beginning of Norman Britain

In history, year 4 learned all about the Battle of
Hastings. They explored who took part, what hap-
pened and why it occurred. They created cartoon
strips depicting the battle and the eventual demise
of King Harold.

Geography - Settlements

Year 4 have done a lot of work this term on early
settlements and why people chose to settle in cer-
tain areas. We used google maps to explore differ-
ent castles and looked at
the features of the sur-
rounding landscape. The
children were then able
to explain which sites
were best for settling

and what the limitations
were of each.
We explored the area around the school and de-
cided where would be the best place to build a
two person mini castle to defend the site from po-
tential Norman invaders. Then, using our IT skills,
the children took pho-
) tographs of the loca-
‘ tions, air drop them
to the teacher iPad
and screen shared
them to the white-
board.

Science - States of matter.

In science, the children have been learning about
different states of matter. They have learned how
everything is made of molecules and how the mol-
ecules behave differently in solids, liquids and gas-
es.

Have a lovely half term break from all of the Year
4 Team.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrim Yr4



Year 5 News
Summer 1 2019

Team: Mrs Raines and Mrs Chaudhary.

Are Heroes and Villains so different?’

Literacy - Myths and Legends

Our topic is focussing

on Heroes and Villains

Greek slant. We have
read a variety of Greek
Myths in order to un-
derstand how the struc-

ture and the language

entertain the reader. In particular, we have been enjoy-
ing ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’ and leaming how to
write a description of a hero who impresses with his bril-

liance and a beast that terrifies and disgusts!

In the afternoons, we
have used our research
skills to find out about
Ancient Greek warfare
and about the differ-
Wi ences in culture between

Athens and Sparta. This
led to a lively debate about whether the children would

have preferred to have been an Athenian or a Spartan.
Maths

In Maths, we have been working on finding equivalence.
We are able to convert fractions so that they share a
common denominator and convert mixed numbers to
improper fractions and vice versa. We are now able to
use this knowledge to add and subtract fractions. We
are also able to express fractions as decimals and per-
centages. Arithmetic has continued to be a focus and
we have begun a daily practice of our calculation skills
as well as continuing to improve our times tables. As

you can see, we have worked very hard!
Science

During science we have been learning about lifecycles,
comparing them and learning what makes each lifecycle
unique. We have investigated Highwood school grounds
in order to find examples of living organisms at different
stages in their life cycles. We used our scientific skill of
observation to draw different stages of the life cycle.

We planted a variety of seeds
and are taking regular meas-
of their
(stem length and number of ©

urements growth

leaves). We have been learn-
ing about plant reproduction.
We dissected flowers in order
to identify the male and fe-
male parts and learnt about
the processes of pollination and fertilisation.

PE

This term we have been improving our fitness and ath-
letic skills with Mr Edwards. And of course, we have
thoroughly enjoyed being able to go swimming at
Reading Blue Coat School.

Have a great Half Term.

Follow us on Twitter: @HighwoodPrimYr5



Year 6 News

Mr Pearce, Mrs Haden and Mrs. Render

‘What is the secret to success?’

It has very much been an intense mental
workout for the Year 6 pupils this half term: SATs
has dominated, as it has nationally for pupils at this
time of year. However, the Y6 pupils worked incredi-
bly hard to prepare themselves for the “big week”
and tackled the tests with focus and calm. Mrs
Haden, Mrs Render, Mr Hickey, Mrs Vaux and myself
are extremely proud of how they handled the pres-
sure of the tests. At one point, some people seemed
to be excited, some even said they enjoyed it! | truly
feel that every child gave the tests their best effort
which is all we can ask of our pupils.

English

Alongside revision for SATs, the Year 6 pupils
have been utilising their buzzing imaginations in lots
and lots of writing. They began the term by writing
persuasively - writing a persuasive letter to Mr Hick-
ey to try and convince him to NOT go ahead with
his fictitious plan (not that | told the Y6s!) to ban
P.E. - we looked at
the health benefits

of physical exercise,
both mentally and
physically and then
used this infor-
mation to inform
our argument.

Currently,
with the
“excitement” of
SATs now behind
us, they are busy

planning a narrative

Howve av great half ternmu. Mr. Peaurce

piece based on our novel last half term whereby a
cruel and wicked schoolmaster of a workhouse is
described alongside the tense and chilling atmos-

phere he creates!
Science

As mentioned previously, in science, we have
been looking at the benefits of exercise, both mental-
ly and physically and used research to inform our
persuasive writing where the pupils argued for their
right to a P.E. lesson. We have also re-visited our
understanding of light in order to showcase our ex-
planation writing skills as we explain, as scientists,
how a periscope works.

Art

To alleviate the pressure of SATs and to allow
the pupils to hone their observational skills, we have
been developing a series of sketches inspired by the
Highwood environment which we will soon turn into

a series of paintings.

7 After the half term, we will be studying the minimal-

ist pop-art stylings of Andy Warhol and creating our
own inverted-colour pastel illustrations of the iconic
soup cans before we then paint our own Warhol-
inspired “mundane packaging”.

Follow us on twitter: @HighwoodPrimYr6






