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Foundation 1 News

Miss Nunn

Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Miss Chaudhary and Miss Mair

We have had a busy second half to the Summer Term in F1. We have been continuing to explore our topic ‘how
are all animals different?’ and the children have also been participating in lots of activities to promote their
personal, social and emotional development in preparation for the new school year.

the children did fantastically in all the sports activities. This was an oppor-
tunity for us to see the progress that the children have made in their physi-
cal development - experimenting with moving in different ways and showing off theirf=
balancing skills. The children are still talking about this event and were all very excitedii
to receive their medals and certificate to celebrate their fantastic efforts.

-

We have rounded off our animal topic this term by learning all about rep- I~
Repies | tiles. The children found this particular group of species very fascinating o
and it was lovely to see this area of the topic generating lots of interesting

- questions, allowing the children to demonstrate great curiosity. The chil-
dren participated in many different reptile related activities such as making our own §
spiral snakes and exploring reptile sensory playdough.

The chidren also demonstrated fantastic team work during this half of term §
when engaging in many different PSED (personal, social and emotional devel-
opment) activities. They worked together to decide which scenarios were
demonstrating a good friend and which ones were demonstrating a not so
good friend. The children then displayed their understanding of this during
learning zone, where they were all trying to be good friends to each other and were able to rec-
ognise when themselves or others were doing things to be a good friend.

The children are continuing to develop the muscles in their fingers in
‘Y preparation for learning to write and gain control over mark-making
€. tools. They have been experimenting with tweezers and orbs - trying to
% pick them up and place them into the dishes without squashing them or

dropping them. This is such a simple but effective and enjoyable activity
for the children which helps to develop their fine motor skills.
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During this half of the term, the children have been continuing to develop their

phonics skills and knowledge. They have been experimenting with sound, creating
their own sounds and distinguishing between different sounds in the music room
using the different musical instruments. The older children have also moved onto
the oral blending aspect of phonics where they are learning to hear the sounds the
adult is sounding out and blend them together to make a word. They have done this
through participating with many different oral blending games and activities.

The F1 team would like to take this opportunity to wish all our older children the best of luck as
they continue on their journeys through education and move through to F2. We hope all the children
have a fantastic summer break and we look forward to welcoming back our continuing Fls in
September!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of this term!



Foundation stage 2 News

Mrs Stroud, Mrs Perrott & Mrs Parker

Mrs Leigh, Miss Rapley, Miss Appleton

Miss Walker, Mrs Jones, Miss Leitch
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Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the second half of the summer term!l We have
been really busy continuing with our topic and with all our other learning. Come and have a look.

We have been looking at Super Heroes in stories, like 'Super

Super Dsg

Daisy’ and the 'Peril of Planet Pea’ and 'Superworm'. The children
were able to write the lovely story of 'Superworm’ and then they
were able to write their own super hero story with a made up
character.

We all had great fun on our super hero
day, designing their own 'Super vegeta- §
ble'. Everyone enjoyed the activities on \\.3‘ 1 Vi nee)

offer, such as making masks, puppets Sl B R '?.- 3
and cake decorating! : z

We had an amazing time at sports day and the children thoroughly enjoyed all of the different
sports to try. We were so impressed with the sportsmanship and teamwork that the children dis-
played. They were really proud of themselves! We also had a tennis coach-

ing session, which developed their hand-eye coordination and ball throwing
skills. Hopefully some Wimbledon champions in the making!

In maths the children have loved all the practical challenges that they have engaged with. They
made magic potions using ingredients like 'spider's legs' and 'bats blood'l The children have also
enjoyed other problem solving activities, which has involved skills such as: weighing, estimating,

measuring and representing number.

Thank you for coming o SPLAT, all the adults and children agreed that it was the best one so far!
Thank you for your support this half term, we look forward to seeing you after the summer
holidays. Enjoy!

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimFS



Year | News - Summer 2

Mrsa Weir & Miss Amor

Mrs Butler, Mrs Turnbull, Miss Rajput, Mrs Padhi, Mrs Leslie

What an awesome yeor it has heen! We are so proud of all the progress the
children haxe made both acodemically and personally. We are confident thaot
they are ready to tackle the chaollenges of Year 2. We hope that you have a
restful and enjoyoble summer holiday making preciols Mmemories.

We started off the half term by taking We tried oumr hand at multiplicaotion

a closer look at poetry. The children and division. We learnt that
enjoyed hoth listening to and multiplication meons that we are
performing poems. They exven tried making groups of and '

their hand ot writing a rhyming poem. that division meons

We hope that you enjoyed our sharing equally in

performances ot the Highwood Summer  gsmaller g;,gup,s/yg,iug,s_

Picnic. We challenged the

For our final piece of writing we wrokte children to represent

a letter to Mr Hickey to multiplication problems using

try to persuade him to ' !p IAULABLNE | : arrays. It didn’t take

allow ws to go on a wnfmﬂ iool juf’ them long to realise

‘{“I Lo Atz our o

day oukt to the pork. We ;; polidanzes )

: : that they could wse
bty Nt kheir knowledqge of

ensured that we wsed thank wicedly  Also
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counting in 2s, 5a i Q
e and 105 to help them work out the
answer to o multiplicaktion
problem. This will stand them in

wriking tools such as
time connectives, WOW

words and rhetorical
good stead for when they hecome a

questions. The
Times Tahle Rockstar in Year 2!

children were xvery creative with their
persunosive arguments and therehy
made it koo hard for Mr Hickey to deny

our reguesk!
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We linked both our topic and science
with art to sketch postcards of days

out and we also creoted posktel artwork

of a variety of common plants and

flowers. Thank you to exeryone mwho

attended the Art SPLAT where we could For reqular updates and highlights, please

see the children's creativity in full Pl o s DwiEkes:

flow when they made their seasons e e (Mrs Weir)
@2Highwoodprim| (Miss Am.or)

trees. We loocked at what plants need to
he strong and healthy and we exen

planted our own seeds.



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell,

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Neilson

wnac Ls tne aiimerence REetWeEEn d CaAKe and d RISCUIT?

I cannot believe it is coming to the end of
your child's final half tferm in Year 2 and
the time has absolutely flown.

The children's SATs results have been fi-
nalised and these will be given out to par-
ents at the end of the year. All of the chil-
dren have learnt so much this year and this
has been showcased in their SATs results.

We have continued our Summer
topic “what is the difference
) between a cake and a biscuit?”
N We have used this topic in all
areas of the curriculum. Most
recently we have been exploring Huntley
and Palmers in preparation for our trip to
Reading Museum. The children have learnt
all about the history behind Huq:rley and
Palmers and we have explored Thqr‘ tins.
The children then designed their own tin in
the style of Huntley and Palmer. 3

& " ;
A huge thank you to all of the parents who_
came to our SPLAT afternoon. Your' chil-
dren loved designing Huntley and Palmer‘s
tins and exploring pastels with ybu
In maths we have continued to revisit
concepts, focusing this time mainly on nt
ber. We have revised the multiplication and
division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times fa-
bles as well as the multiplication facts for
the 3s. The children seem very secure in
counting in steps of 2, 5, 10
and 3 now.

In Literacy, much of our
time has been dedicated to
preparing for our learning reviews, ready

for you to come in and discuss
with the children. Your child
has thought carefully about
each learning behaviour and
they have written about how
they have used each one this
year. Some of their ideas are
fantastic and I know that they
cannot wait to share them with you.

In science, we have continued learning
about plants and asking the question, what
do plants need to grow and be healthy? We
have reached our conclusions and the re-
sults were very inferesting. Just look at
the images and you will see how shocked we
were. The children were so surprised that
the plant with no light grew so long and
spindly.

‘We_ wish you an amazing
 Summer break with your family and friends
~and look forward to seeing you at the start

of the new ac‘udemlc year' Get lo‘rs of r‘esTl

Follow us on Twitter @HjghwoodPrim¥r2



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Tindall
& Mrs Chintagunta

What would happen iff we ran out of water?

LITERACY
———— In our final term we

B —— have written diary
L% ® = entries imagining we
have travelled some-
where. Some children
chose places they
have been while oth-
er created imaginary

lands.

MATHS

In maths we tackled the very tricky
topic of time. We had to try and read
the time to the nearest minute and
then convert it to digital time. We al-
so learnt about the 24-hour clock and
tried to remember how many days
were in each month. We found it pret-
ty tricky so lots of practise over the
summer would be great!
SCIENCE
Science we have been looking at
plants. We went looking at the differ-
ent plants outside and then dissected

a flower to

identify all
| the different
parts.
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TOPIC
We continues our topic of water but
looked specifically at the Nile in
Egypt. We learnt about how it was
important to the Ancient Egyptians
and the ways it influenced their lives.
Our trip took us to the
River and Rowing Muse-
um in Henley. We used
practical equipment to
look at the transportation
of sediment down a river
and put all the key features of the

Thames on a .

had great fun
watching the boats in the lock even if
the footbridge proved a bit scary for
some.

This term we also had our first KS2
sports day. We all did brilliantly and
showed how hard we have been
working in P.E to run our 200m.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYr3 %

\s

#éﬂ;‘ ,



Year 4 News
Summer 2

Mr Allaway and Mrs Anil

English - Rags to Riches

This term year 4 have been learning to write a
‘Rags to Riches’ narrative set in a medieval setting.
They have been learning to affect the reader’s
opinion of characters through their use of actions
and vocabulary.

This has been linked to our class novel ‘Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight’ by Michael Morpurgo. This
retelling of a traditional medieval text has helped
the children to understand how characters might
have acted in the past, and they have been using
the books’ excellent vocabulary to improve their
own writing.

Maths - Time and Statistics

Year 4 have been
learning to read
the time this term,
using both ana-
logue and digital
We
been looking at 12
and 24 hours

clocks, as well as

clocks. have

understanding how
to solve problems
involving durations

of time.

Out last unit of the year has been to look at statis-
tics. Year 4 have been collecting data and repre-
senting it on different graphs. They have also been
learning how to
analyse the data to
solve problems.

Science - Electric-
ity
This term Year 4

have been learning

all about electrici-

ty, including how it

is produced, how to be safe around it and how to
create a variety of circuits.
Residential trip - Sunny Swanage

Obviously, the highlight of this term was the resi-
dential trip to Swanage on the Dorset coast. The

children all seemed to really enjoy themselves, es-
pecially when they were allowed to play games on
the beach and paddle in the sea.

It started with a slight amble up a hill so we could
walk down the other side to Durdle Door. Accord-
ing to several children however, we didn’t walk up
a hill, we trekked up a mountain.

On the Thursday we explored Swanage and the
coast line in the baking heat. We took in the sights
and sounds of the small town, creating detailed
sketches and Pop Art seaside scenes. The children
enjoyed visiting the RNLI where they got to learn
all about what the organisation does, the boats
they use and the rescues they make.

Finally, we spent the day at Corfe Castle, learning
all about its history and how it played a pivotal
role in both Norman and civil war times. Year 4
were particularly impressed during part of the trip
when the tour guide explained to them that they
were actually stood in a medieval toilet.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimYr4



Year 5 News
Summer 2 2019

Mrs Raines & Mrs Chaudhary

As always, the last term of the year has
been jam packed with different activities
and experiences. It has been hard work but
also a lot of fun.

History

The main focus of the term has been Ancient
Greece. We have continued learning about the
Ancient Greeks, by re-
searching how ordinary
people lived in Ancient
Greece. In particular, we
found out about the
design and functions of
different Greek jugs
before using these to

create our own designs.

English

Last half-term,
we read a lot of
Greek myths; this
half-term, we
| wrote our own.

The children
needed to use all their learning behaviours in or-

der to produce a minibook of their stories. These
have taken pride of place in our classroom on a
special shelf that Mrs Chaudhary made.

P.E.

Outdoor PE has been mostly athletics this term.
The children have worked on their fitness, trying
to improve times and distances. We have also
had a go at some Greek dancing - it took a lot of
concentration to ‘step, step, step, hop’ in time
with the music!

Bulmershe Fishbowl Day

Last week, we had the exciting opportunity to be
secondary students for the day at Bulmershe
School. We spent some of our day in a Science
lab. Here, we had the chance to test out what
happened when different metal compounds were
used; this meant one thing:- using a Bunsen burn-
er! We found out that we could tell which differ-
ent metals were used in different coloured fire-
works. During the PE session we played ’capture
the flag’. Unfortunately, we weren’t given swords
and shields,; nor were we able to call upon the
help of any Greek Gods! But it was still a lot of
fun. In drama, we all re-told the story of the Lion
King, where each group took part of the story to
tell through freeze frames. We also had fun les-

R obin Hood

b fick Pervin

sons in music and English.

Robin Hood Production

One of the final challenges of fi™
the term has been the Year 5
& 6 production of “Robin |-
Hood’. We have spent a long
time learning lines, practising g
songs, rehearsing dances
and lines, but it all paid off
in the end! The pupils put on an incredible perfor-
mance - all showing off their individual skills to
pull together in an fabulous team. Great work
everyone!

It has been a very special year and | feel privi-
leged to have had the chance to teach your chil-
dren. | am very pleased that | will be taking them
with me into Year 6. Have a wonderful summer
break and time together. We look forward to see-
ing everyone in September, fully refreshed and
ready for the new challenges ahead.

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimYr5






