
Year 5 Reading 

Workshop



Aims:

 To explore and understand the expected level of 

skills a pupil needs to work towards Reading by 

the end of Year 5, as well as the end of KS2. 

 To understand how we teach reading on a daily 

basis, including the teaching of new vocabulary.

 To understand how to support you child at home 

with reading.



Why is reading so important?

“Pupils who can read are overwhelmingly more likely to 

succeed at school, achieve good qualifications, and 

subsequently enjoy a fulfilling and rewarding career. In 

addition to its substantial practical benefits, reading is one of 

life’s profound joys.” Department of Education. 2015

In 2014, only one in three pupils who had just reached the 

current expected standard in English when in key stage 2 

achieved five good GCSEs, including English and 

mathematics. By contrast, almost three in four of those who 

had securely achieved the current expected level in English 

achieved this GCSE standard.





What is expected in UKS2 in reading?

Statutory Requirements:

- Maintain positive attitudes to reading by reading and discussing 

books that are structured in different ways, including, a wide 

range of fiction, poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference books. 

- Make comparisons within and across books

- Understand what they have read by checking a book make sense, 

discussing and exploring the meaning of new words

- Ask questions to improve understanding 

- Draw inferences, such as characters thoughts and feelings, 

justifying with evidence.  

- Predicting what might happen next

- Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

- Discuss and evaluate authors choice inn language and its impact.

- Provide reasoned justifications for their views.



What is the expected standard at Year 6?



So, how do we teach reading in school?

Whole Class Reading

1:1 reading with an adult

Intervention e.g. phonics

Reading for pleasure 



What is Whole Class Reading? (WCR)

Each time we open a book with children it is an opportunity to walk into 
a new world together, to explore the inner workings of great literary 
minds. 

WCR is an opportunity for everyone to go on this journey together, 
reading a high-quality text, no matter what a child’s reading age, with 
guidance from a teacher or adult every single day (as opposed to one day 
a week in carousel). 

It also gives an opportunity for a teacher to model good use of 
intonation, movement, volume, a good pace of reading and expression 
every day. 

The aim is to expand pupil’s vocabulary and deepen their understanding 
of the texts they are reading. This is done through explicit teaching of 
vocabulary and working on key reading skills (DERIC).



Our Reading Skills: 

Hand out reading skill posters with Qs



Teaching skills in WCR - examples from lessons
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Teaching Vocabulary

The teaching of vocabulary is a big focus this year. 

Opportunities for pre-teaching of vocabulary, learning new 

definitions and exploring word entomology will be happening 

weekly.

There are 3 main elements…



Explore

Pupils spend time decoding new words, finding definitions in 

dictionaries and writing sentences using new words. 



Teach

Teachers clarify the meaning of words which will be 

encountered in the text (pre-teach) using images, drama, 

actions and sentences of varying contexts. Links between 

words children already know are made and the entomology 

is looked at.



Practice

Teachers use various methods to revise the words previously 

learned: matching word definitions, providing definitions, 

images, missing letters, sentences from books with words 

missing. 



Accelerated Reader

AR is a computer program that helps manage and 
monitor children’s independent reading

Children take a short quiz on the computer. Passing 
the quiz is an indication that a child has understood 
what was read.

To effectively use AR, children need to read for at 
least 20 minutes a day

Children’s scores are recorded in their Reading 
Records for you to monitor. As well as this you can 
track their progress across the AR levels.

Star quizzes are done every term to monitor 
progress and ensure correct AR level. 



Accelerated Reader

Pick a levelled book 

EG 2.8

Read at home –
independently or 

with an adult

Reading time in 
school

Take a ‘quiz’ to 
check understanding

High % scores mean 
good understanding 

and lead to 
increased levels



AR Book Finder UK 



Reading for Pleasure 

 Children don’t have to read AR books 
exclusively! Anything that gets children reading 
is a win (AR book finder UK) 

 Model reading with children 

 Visit the library together 

 Although for fun, high quality texts are 
important! 

 Prioritise reading 

 Interact with authors on Twitter



But what is a Year 5 book? 

 Many teachers have put together ‘must read’ lists for 

different age groups – hand out example 

(https://www.dropbox.com/sh/d19210dcrkejqd1/AACV

Ck7xQfshVWDnQCq0f4lea?dl=0) 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/d19210dcrkejqd1/AACVCk7xQfshVWDnQCq0f4lea?dl=0

