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Foundation News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Richards

Mrs Walker, Miss Richardson, Mrs Williams, Mrs Leigh,

Mprs Early, Mrs Pulvirenti , Miss Walker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this terml We have been really busy continu-
ing with our topic "Why is the sky blue?” and with all our other learning - take a look!

We started our term of f with ‘Jack and the beanstalk’. We
started by learning the story and using the opportunity of
climbing the beanstalk, to look at whether the ‘Sky is blue’
from up there. The children also had the opportunity to grow
their own bean seed and care for and watch it as it grew.

The children were very excited when the 'Planetarium
came to visit. We watched an amazing show, showing us planets,
stars, nebulas and the galaxy containing our solar system. Many

of the children know the names of the planets in our
solar system, that the moon is a satellite and the @
largest planet is called Canis Majoris

F1 looked at the Jack and the Beanstalk story and
then created their own version. F2 also explored
and sequenced this story and looked at lots of dif-
ferent versions. We also looked at the elements
needed for a good story.

The FS also joined in the fun of Red Nose Day’. A The mud kitchen is now open for business,
great well done to FS for raising the most money the children have been enjoying making mud
£120.57p and some of the children having the pies, cakes and digging for worms
chance to face paint Mr Hickey. S—

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward to seeing
you after the Easter break. Enjoy the holidays.



Year 1 News

Mrs Vaux and

All of our learning this half term has continued
to be focused on our topic question ‘Will we

play with the same toys when we are older?’

This half term, in literacy, we have been writing
to entertain, with the focus on story writing.
The main book we have focused on is Little Red
Riding Hood. We've completed many tasks
around the books including lots of different
ways of retelling the story before writing the

beginning, middle and end of the story.

A Q1T T
. A

When we wrote about the story ‘We broke it
down into a clear beginning, middle and end. We
created story boards for each part and then
every child individually wrote the story. The"
extra challenge was to include adjectives and

-d 5
time connectives where appropriate. .

We continue to develop our phonics knowledge
but now there is a large emphasis on spelling.
We are encouraging all pupils to carefully con-
sider which grapheme they use for each word.
For example spelling like using the i_e split dia-
graph.

Miss Amor

In maths we learned about
fractions again focusing on
finding a quarter of a shape &
and then a quarter of a quan-
tity. The children loved ex-
ploring this concept and un-
derstood that when quarter-
ing you must have 4 equal
parts that are the same.

Following on from finding
halves and quarters we
learnt about directional lan-}
guage. The children learnt
the terms, forwards, back- 4. >
wards, half turn, quar“rer‘! E
turn and three-quarter turn. = ¢

They used the beetbots, directed their
partner and created mazes to explore this
concept.

Finally we have started to explore the con-
cept of time. We have started by thinking
about all of the language around time espe-
cially things that are important to the pu-
pils like times in the day (lunch time), days

~of the week and months of the year. We

have only. just.started this so
will continue next term.

In science we have continued
to learn about animals. But
this half term we focused on
humans as animals. We have
learnt all about the body parts
and explored in detail about our senses.

We wish you a happy Easter break, and will
see you during the summer terml



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Moffat, Mrs Vickery, Mrs

Kearney

Our learning has continued to focus on our topic
title, ‘be the change you want to see in the

world’.
SPLAT

Thank you to everyone who
was able to attend our SPLAT
event this term. It was lovely to
see parents reading to their
children and taking real enjoy-
ment in this. | am pleased to
say that our Highwood Sharing
Stories Project seems to have been a massive suc-
cess so far, with all of the books being taken in
the first week - thank you! We hope you are en-
joying the selection of books. Any feedback would
be greatly appreciated.

Maths

This term Year 2 have explored many
different areas of the maths curricu-
lum, including shape, fractions, odds
and evens, arithmetic and time. They
particularly enjoyed learning about
time in recent weeks and seem to have grasped
the concept of telling and writing
them time with ease! During our
work on shape, Year 2 used song
and dance to learn shape names and
the properties of 3D shapes. Can
they tell you any part of the 3D
shapes song? Perhaps you can test
them at home!

Literacy

Year 2 have blown us away with some of their
Literacy work this term! They really embraced our
key texts which we used to learn ail about India.

fore writing their pieces. Many

They wrote some fantastic pieces to persuade oth-
ers to use particular forms of In-
dian transport. They found out
lots of facts about each one be-

children came to the conclusion
that a car may not be the fastest
mode of travel and gave excel-

lent reasoning which they supported with persua-
sive language. Well done! More recently, we have
been focusing on a non-fiction text, ‘7Ae Flower.'
The children loved the simplicity of the story and
many realised that complex language does not
always make a good book. They explored the
character and his emotions
and even wrote in role from
his point of view. Through
this text, they produced

~ some of their best work yet!
Science

This term we have learnt all about animals and
their habitats. The children have learnt about a
range of habitats and the sorts of animals that
live in them. We have also learnt all about the
differences between things that are living, non-
living and have never been alive. They can now
explain the difference
between different types
of animals and explain
the features of each. |
We have looked at A&l
basic food chains. The

children can now ex-

plain that all plants are producers and those that

eat them are

w

consumers.

@Highwood
PrimyYr2



Year 3 News -SPRING 2

Miss Abbott & Mrs Turnbull

This term has flown by and the children's hard work has been consumed by the Year 3 and 4 production.

We have still managed to squeeze in lots of other learning and the class as always have made me very proud!

To help us answer the 'big question’, Year 3
then learnt where water comes from as we
found out about the water cycle. The children
used drama and then used creative writing to
tell ‘the story of a raindrop”.

LITERACY

Linking with our topic on rivers, this term we
have been looking at shape

poetry. The children have looked
at features of poems such as
alliteration, repetition and

similes. We wrote our own animal
shape poems and then became
poetry thieves as we took ideas

from poems about riversl Usinga = “5%
mind map we then wrote our own =)
short poems about the journey of a river and ‘-‘5:-
prEsenrec eniiiine shape of pivexs: ____’:::‘ We then used maps to locate major rivers around
NU/nERﬁcy ‘_‘;ﬁ.:'-‘;t** y the world as well as looking
= T L more closely at a river to
This term we have focused on =™ find out about its features
mul‘l‘iplica'l'ion and have been such as the source and
learning how to use arrays to show mul-  mouthl Learning about the River

tiplication and division calculations. The Nile, took us right back to our
| children used our brand new place value  topic and the children used a
N\, counters to make arrays for 1-digit x 1- discussion technique called
\ digit and then began
- to extend their un-

4 derstanding to
multiplying 2-
digit

numbers by 1-
digit. Some
children even
began to use

‘diamond 9 to consider which
reasons were the most im-
portant for the River Nile.

This production was a huge
undertaking and I'm so proud
# of all the children for all
their hard work. Learning so
many songs, dances and ac-
the grid tions was quite an effort at times but it was a pleas-
method to ure to see them taking so much
multiply even larger numbers! enjoyment from taking part in such
TOPIC 5 qa fantastic ’
To continue our learning about the R BaaCi=¢ | musicall
Amazing Egyptians we used the wonder- | :
ful Highwood tomb to explore
mummification and to imagine we were
the famous archaeologist Howard
Carter. Discovering a mummy in the
tomb helped us to write diary entries Keep following us on Twitter to find out what
imagining we had found the famous mum- other exciting things we are doing in Year 3|
my of King Tutankhamunl @HighwoodPrimYear3




Year 4 News
Spring 2

(Team — Mr Anderson,
Mrs Tindall, Mrs Anil, Miss Rajput.)

We have been continuing to learn about flight and WW?2 with a focus or writing and our question
‘Has the invention of the aeroplane had a positive impact on the world?’

Literacy - WWII Story

This term we have been continuing with the WW2
theme and we have linked literacy to the History topic
work, which has focussed on the Blitz and Evacuee chil-
dren. The children then used the model text maps and
learning loops to help them to plan, edit and improve
their written stories. The children really thought hard
about what it must have been like to live during these
times as an evacuee, drawing upon last half terms
book study and film. We are going to make a WW2
story book which anyone is welcome to come and
read. The children have finished off the topic looking at
and designing their own Propaganda War posters. We
have looked at the meanings of the posters, their im-
portance during this time and how they influenced peo-
ple to join the war effort.

Maths - Fractions and decimals

in maths we have been leaming about ‘Fractions and
decimals’, there were lots of aspects which needed cov-
ering and the children have used many practical ways
including the use of money to hep them to understand
the concepts of decimal places, tenths, hundredths and
how they then link to fractions as parts of a whole. We
have had a big push on the multiplication this half
term and already we are seeing significant improve-
ments. They also helped the children to grasp fractions
and even simplify the fractions.

Science

in Science this half term we have been learning about
the digestive system, looking at the role of the different
teeth which we all have. We have learnt it as a joumey
of food and in the final week of the term the children
will create their own digestive systems in order to
make that end toilet product. Weirdly enough, the chil-
dren have been excited about this all

the class page on the school website.
Music

in music the children have been learn- &
ing to play the Trumpet with Mr Ransom from Berk-
shire Maestros, this will be continuing next term.

Joseph
The main event this half term which involved both

Years 3 and 4 was that of the Joseph production. it
took a real team effort, from
support staff behind the scenes
making scenery, costumes and
helping to support with the sing-
ing.

We performed on three occa-

sions, once as a dress rehearsal
to the school, then an afternoon performance on the
Tuesday and an evening one on the Wednesday.

The children worked extremely hard to learn their
words, some of the main roles had lots of songs to
learn, but they pulled it off in true Highwood style and
made everyone very proud indeed.

Miss Abbott and | would like to take this opportunity
to thank all who were involved no matter how small a
part you took. Without your support the production
would not have been possible, so thank you again!
Thanks also has to go to the
parents for all of their support
at home, learning lots of words
and iI’'m sure those who came to
watch the performances would
agree that the children were

fabulous and a true reflection of
the dedication and wonder-
ful attitude our children at
Highwood have.

i would also like to mention
the Flight homework this
half term. The children
have really taken pride in

their homework and you only have to take a look at
the art area just before the library to see the fantastic
creativity and ideas which have taken place.

| look forward to seeing what our year 4 designers
come up with next half term with the theme of castles.

We are looking forward to continuing with the ‘Flight’
topic next half term. Have a lovely Easter break.



Year 5 News

Miss Baker, Mrs Payne & Mrs Chaudhary

What’s the Fascination with Fairgrounds?
Part 2.

SPLAT

Thank you to everyone who -

was able to attend our SPLAT “\

event this term. it was great N ‘_7,‘_,
fun to see such great creativi- a2y
ty, team work and powers of B
persuasion - | was impressed
by what was produced. All
models will be on display in our DT gallery at the

Highwood Fairground this week!
STEM

We had a fantastic oppor
tunity to visit UTC Reading,
attending a workshop which
gave us a really interesting
introduction to STEM (ask a
Year 5 pupil to tell you
what this stands for)! The
pupils worked in teams to
complete different activities,
including a pipe-works chal-
lenge run by Thames Wa-

= ‘ ter.

PRIMARY
ENGINEER®
Later in the term, we

were then visited by two engineers who came to
talk to us about their jobs and to tell us more
about engineering. The first, who was called
Vicky, works for AWE and the second, whose
name was Rory, works for

Thames Water. They gave really
@“e interesting talks and we were
P able to ask them questions. Then,
we created our own new inven-

tions to be sent off to a Young
Engineers competition. We can't

wait to see if any of our entries T\R/%Teel’s
are winners - keep your fingers W\
crossed)!

Science

In our learning about forces, we have been de-
signing our own investigations to test air re-
sistance. We designed 3 different
parachutes, each with a different
variation and then tested them
to see which was the most effec-
tive. Some people tested the ma- |
terial, some tested the length of
the string, some tested the size

of the parachute - there were all
sorts of different investigations. It was rather
tricky to keep it a true fair test, ensuring that
each parachute only had one difference - a true
test of our science and maths skills! We enjoyed
testing them from the wall bars in the halll Come
and ask what makes the most
effective parachute.

Author Talk

More recently, we have been
over to Bulmershe to meet the
author, Joseph Delaney. He
wrote the Spook’s Ap-
prentice series. Some
children got a book
signed by him too!

Have a great Faster
holidays/

4 @Highwood
PrimYr5



Year 6 News

Mrs Raines & Mrs Haden

Changes: Does Change Always Lead to Progress?

This half-term, we have been focussing very much on
inventions, technology and engineering. In response
to the question “Does Change Always Lead to Pro-
gress?”, we have considered, researched and dis-
cussed, the positive and negative impact of technolo-
gy on ovur lives today and on the lives of people in
the 19th Century.

English

In English, we have learned to explain how things
worked. We took our inspiration from some crazy
explanations of how everyday appliances such as a
hoover might work. J
We then enjoyed
explaining how
some of Wallace
and Gromit's crazy
contraptions

worked, before de-
signing our own. Towards the end of term, we were
lucky enough to meet two real
life engineers whose jobs are to
design technologies that will
solve real world problems. We
were inspired to invent and
design our own machines

which have been submitted in-
to a competition. As well as needing to explain
how our machines worked, we had to write a letter
persuading the judging committee to choose our de-
sign.

: o

bt

Maths

in maths we have continued to practise our arithme-
tic and have improved the speed and accuracy of
our calculations. We continued our work on frac-
tions before moving on to measurement (area and
perimeter) and angles.

Topic—The Industrial Revolution

We conducted our own research into an aspect of
the industrial revolution that particularly interested
us. Some of us made booklets and posters about
the effect the industrial revolution had on workers,
and the working and living con-

ditions of women and children.

Others, investigated a particular
type of technology, such as the
invention of the telephone or
2 light bulb. Others, found out

~ about the life of different engi-
“'"_:\—w .~ neers such as Isambard King-

Cman Dhraf

" dom Brunel.

In Art, we created our own
art work inspired by the in-
dustrial landscape paintings
of J.S.Lowry. We copied his
colour pallet and tried to

create a sense of perspective

Science

In science, we have begun to find out about elec-
ticity. We have linked it to our topic question by
thinking about all the electrical appliances that we
use today, and what their equivalents were before
the discovery (and generation) of electricity.

We will then learn to design our own circuits
@HighwoodPrimYearé







