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Foundation 1 News
Miss Nunn

Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Miss Chaudhary and Miss Mair

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a very busy first half of the Spring Term in F1. We have
begun exploring our new topic which is ‘Why do things change?' and have welcomed a new group of F1 children
into the setting.

Having learnt all about Autumn last ferm, we started this ferm by
exploring the other three seasons in the year. The children participated
in lots o? different craft and sensory activities to help them to explore
and learn about each individual season and what they will experience in
each one. For example we had a mini beach sensory tuft tray and |
explored the ice out in the garden when learning about Winter.

Moving on from learning about the seasons, we have begun exploring
Flan'ring and growing, which the children have enjoyed very much. We
earnt about the Ii¥e cycle of a plant and the children had a go at
planting their very own seeds, which they are now taking care of each
day and watching them grow!

While learning about the life cycle of a plant, the children have also
been painting and creating their own flowers and even had a go at
making their own flowers out of dough during Dough Disco.

The children have also been developing their listening, attention and
teamwork skills through activities like parachute games during P.E and
ring games during learning zone. These types of activities enable the
children to learn how to follow instructions and work together in order
to play the game. During P.E, we have also been learning to move in
different ways and exploring the different ways our bodies can move.

During this half of term we also celebrated Chinese New Year. It was
lovely that we have some children in the class that actually celebrate
this festival so they were able to share their experiences and
celebrations with us. The children engaged in Chinese themed activities
and learnt the story of 'The Great Race’.

cat hen | shell || duck

In phonics this half term, the older children have been focusing on rhyme which E;} @ @ @
they have really enjoyed. We have made up our own rhyming stories/songs and
played lots of different games to expose them fo rhyming words. The younger | hat | pen | bell | truck |

children have been exploring sounds and experimenting with musical instruments
and sounds in the environment. 9 / é w

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term and we look forward
to welcoming the children back after their break!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News
Mrs Perrott, Mrs Stroud & Mrs Parker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this ferm! We have been really busy learning
about space as part of our topic: 'How is the World filled with colour’ Take a look!

We started the half term by discovering that Jin
a space ship had landed in our outside aredl
We investigated the clues left behind to work
out how it got there. Eventually we had to
make a phone call to NASA to see if they
were missing one of their rockets!

The children have been looking at 'teen

numbers' and investigating one more and one less. We have also
been learning to add and subtract single digit numbers using
concrete objects to help us.

We have completed phase 2 Ehonics and are working our
way through phase 3. The children are becoming really
confident with writing words and simple sentences
independently.

Recently, we have been enjoying the story
‘Whatever Next'. The children enjoyed sequencing
the story and they were able to write sentences to
match the pictures.

Recently the children have had access toa
'science lab’. They've been putting on white
coats and wearing goggles whilst completing
experiments! They were thrilled when creat-
ing a volcano using different household
substances!

Thank you to all the parents who have continued to support us this half term and we look forward
to seeing you after half term. Enjoy the holidays.
Find us on Twitter : @HighwoodPrimF2P, @HighwoodPrimF2 LPLS



Yearl News - Spn;nx}

Mirs Richards & Miss SLM,(L,Q,!LL

Mrs Lawrence, Mrs Twrnbull, Mrs Kz.a.rn.,uj. Miss R,a.}fw.t

We harve had a great skork to the Apring term! We started the term with bike ,awuxf.
The children showed great persenerance and LN LOUSAG LM LNLS ;u,r each other.

Will we 'plxuu; wikth the same Loys when we are older?

Tm’a;;,c and Science

We have bheen inwestigoking Lots a} dz/!um,t
Jc,uj questions to Ao wikh our new Lopic. We
haorve Looked into oll the d;./;p.f.ent maoteriols
that toys can he made out 0/ .
and j.d,m,tj;,ym% materiols
WL LON S22 AIOMNL ALS.
We then moned on to looking »
at what we thought made a
Loy old or new. We saorted lots |
,a; Loys and discassed /Whl# it |
was new or not. We haod some interesting ,d.m—
LMABLON Dhout how some Loys were made a Long

time o.g0 but are still

popular nowl We were NRIY L(.LLJCJ#
s Lo have o range ,0; Loys !,m,m. the
1950’5 and 1960 s to look at. We used
these toys ko compare Lo Loys we
harve now and j.dm/tj.;,g
sdmilaritizes and ,d.l./;MMLLA
hetmween the Loys. We are Just
SLOILLNG DAL DM Jc,e,y question ‘Homw hawve toys
,cha.ng.zd in which we are storting ko look ot
the }u/s,,tor% 0; LEGO. I/ Ao wioudd like to see
what we hawve learnt, all owr hard work is
O oML J.,aa,m,m,g Loop in the clossroom!

RE

This term we have heen discussing oll the
dj./;,ermt people thot Look a;,tu s We hawve
haod some NRAY dinkoresting Adiscussions ohouk
whao we are Looksed u,/,tu ,bJj such as luj oML
/xuru.bj hospitals and doctors and police. We
harve been J,Wm,g ahout ,dj,;/umt chaorities

that hf,ip A,p,z,u;,m ,fzzofz,(.z and animals. To MLP
s think about it we role pla#zd the dx;/,enuut

MOLMS A,gz UKk ,h.,aip the .al.d.arb# ,f),zule,,e A OMT
,uw.n,tr,y.
Check ont our Twitier Joed to keep up to datel

HighWoodPrimiR  (Mrs Richards)

{Miss Scha /.ML;LL

In maths we have bheen dwm;; ,d,up inka nam-
hers! We hanze learnt how to use o bar modsel to
help ws with addition and swbtroc-
tion. We now know how to /,m.d, MBS~

ing numhbers. We have heen recap-

ping our namhbers to100

too. We howve started to look at /r,ux,—
tions. We looked akt /rauwm ,0/

shapes and are now LUxJJcA‘JLg at !r,a,,c—

O  tionsof numhbers. We -
"

A l

T

know how to ;md. 1/2
and 1/ .

E nglish
This term in English we haxe focused on the
story of Dogger We haxe Locked ot all the
different Jeelings the chorocter Daxe wenk
through in the story ond have bheen triying Lo
apply these ko our own stories. First we thought
of kots of different adjectives to describe
happy, soad and angry feelings so that we counld
nse o range of Langioge in our -
wriking. We then thowght corefuliy
ahout the struckure of our story
and came up with a plan 0/ what
wonld hoppen ,d.un‘.ng the
b,zgx;nnm;; , middle and end. Once
we hod done our proctice ﬂ; eoch section we
wiroke it all out ARG AL hest h.a,rui/wn‘.tm,g and
thinking ,ca.r,e/uu.g} ahkout odd the writing
technigues we have heen /tu,u,ght A0 f.a,,r. We hare
gok sOMe AMARING SEOTIRS ,mad,y Lo read to eoch

other when we come hack /fam, M,L; term!




Year 2 News - Spring !

Miss Amor, Mrs Weir;
Mrs Anil, Mrs Butler, Mrs Padhi, Mrs Leslie, Mrs Garner

Wow! Yet another half term which has whizzed by! The children have worked so- hard
d,ujing these 6 weeks, and they show no- signs of séaw‘mg down! Our new key question
hasgmdcrwnastmmandﬁwchddmm&rvingpadcmg twa'bu,c/cpackscmdtmveLLMg
the world to- learn all about different countries and continents. More to-explore in Spring 2!

Where in the world would we like tcrexlal,am?

English,
To fit pzlfectty with our theme of explonng the Froctions, rnuitLprcation and division were our
world, Year 2 have written main o‘bj‘ecti,vzs in Maths
their own international KOREAN this half term. The
CINDERELLA

children have worked
coTyCdeznﬂy to develop
different strategies such
as s/w.rmg and malcug
eq,u,a,t groups to” pm‘blzm
solve and we are b,e,cmnmg

traditional tales using the
bhook /he Korean Cinderella as
a sta,rt‘mg pomt The use of

dp.scrifzti,ve La,nguage has heen
mind - bLowwg as all the chil-

dren are m,cLu,d,mg wvndzrfudy um,quz
adjectives, expanded noun p,lu-ases and similes more independent when
todescribe the characters, the setting and the " choosing our own method
action. We are sure children in other countries  to represent these problems, whether it be using

would love to-read these super creative stories! concrete resources ord.rawmg pictures.
Not OTLLH that, we have smashed ow'chaibange Science.

of using ap,ostmphzs to*sh,owposse,sswn, with
many accurate exam,ates such as ‘Pear
Blossom's goidzn, straw- sandal” and nPcz,cmy's

by Shirky
Hkssrased by T Pl

This /w,éf term has seen ws
ohserve the school environment

jet black hair. Wa,y to- 9o Year 2! to*cLassng LLving and non-
Lva;ng tthgs and we /w,d,gmo,t
Whote Class Rw,dj,ng fun watching Mr Allaway's

giant snail SpongeBob, in his
school hahitat! Year 2 are
cufrenliy hard at work creating bza,uthuJ,LH
presented woodland habitat fact files to
demonstrate ow“/crwwizdge of what makes a
suitable habitat.

e Ve have heen rea,d,'mg “Little Red
a,nd, the Very Hungry Lion” which
is set in Afrbca,. It's been I‘QCLLLH

contrast this story to- the origma,t
Little Red RLd,Lr\g Hood and the wonderful
illustrations have had the children nggLUzg Follow us on Twitter;
about the lion’s glamourous makeover @HighwoodPrim2A  @HighwoodPrim2W



Year 3 News - Spring 1

Mr Allaway and Miss Whight

Mrs Chintagunta, Mrs Nielsen, Miss Garg

Could we exist without water?

Engb;sh,

Year 3 have had great fun

this term writing narratives to

entertain. Our term started
off with children creating their |*
own animal character which

would fit in perfectly into our
whole class reading book ‘The
Wind in the Willows’. Make

sure to take a look at some of these when you

come into the school hall.

Inspired by Wind in the Willows, the children have
written their own setting descriptions in the latter
part of this term. To
stimulate Year 3’s im- |
agination, we went on
a lovely walk around
Southlake park to col-
lect vocabulary that

could be used in our

writing.

Whole Class Read.Lng

.) We have begun reading the
4 classic ‘Wind in the Willows’
ol ' this term and already the chil-

/|| dren can see the differences

| between each of the character’s

",l personalities. There is so much
wonderful vocabulary in this

book and the children are enjoying magpying it

and using it in their own writing. We’ve even

learnt about personification and used it to write

our own class poems !

Fractions, fractions
and more fractions!
This has been our
focus so far this
term. The children
have been able to bring in their prior knowledge of

division to help them find fractions of amounts.
They are also a lot more confident at using the bar
» model to not only find frac-

tions of amounts but to also

find equivalent fractions. It’s

_ great to see that more chil-
dren are moving onto reason-
ing and problem solving activi-
ties within lessons which really goes to show how

well they are grasping these new concepts.

KQH Question

We started off our new key question gathering in-
formation on the different ways in which water is
used daily and worldwide. The children were sur-
prised to see how much of an impact water has on
our lives. They also had great fun designing their
own boats to introduce the
importance of how water can
be used as a form of
transport. After half term,

we will be going on an excit-
ing trip to Henley River and
Rowing Museum to find out
even more about the im-

portance of water.
Follow us on Twitter;

@HighwoodPrim3A @HighwoodPrim3W



Year 4 News
Spring 1

Mr Pearce, Mrs Tindall & Mrs Shakeel

What did the Romans Do For Us?

English

This term we have been focussing on writing setting
descriptions and then using these skills in the writing of
our own Roman muyth, based on the narrative of Romu-

lus and Remus -

the legendaryDrwille. was 15% Joceed
founders of Rome! 4 ko pulate, fo ol Tsusber

The children have (), oy fo_shaf le,é

explored how to e AMast, el

el th tha nmw(, M Sa
use the senses to ,,W/ st il el
bring places to life ua;; ArRa S o:v i&ﬁfh
and we’ve had % E
great fun imagin- “‘?‘5 s Sk M: ;‘ E%
ing what a foul, %M _M_na:t_m
dank dungeon»trﬁff -M—A. : M:dm‘

might be like!

——

Maths

We have finished our multiplication and division and
are now exploring fractions and decimals. We have
been discussing what a fraction and a decimal are and

cang prras ¢
in

how we -—

show them
different

before looking at l

g

been working onE

ways
fraction & deci-

mal equivalence.

have also

writing our explanations and talking through how to
do this so that when we are reasoning, we give hlgh—

'/

quality answers.

History

We have been learning all
about the Roman invasion of
Britain and why the Romans
found Britain so irresistible

for conquest. We have been using where the Roman
Empire spread to identify the countries of Europe - a
nice bit of humanities crossover! Furthermore, we have
been looking at Roman artefacts and inferring what
they tell us about the Roman civilization as well as in-
vestigating some of the key dates in the Roman time-
line.

Science

This term we have been learning about food chains
and the organisms that make up each stage - de-
composers seemed to be a popular category! We
are now exploring states of matter before looking
at how water changes state during the water cy-
cle.

PE

In PE, half of us have been going to Bluecoat
school to enjoy a spot of swimming and Mr Ed-
wards reports that the Year 4’s have really thrown
themselves (not literally!) into their swimming with
great effort and enthusiasm!

Meanwhile, back at school, we have been prac-
tising our hockey techniques focusing on dribbling,
shooting, passing and how to tackle correctly - the
year 4’s have shown real improvements in their
hand-eye coordination and ball control.

Music

The children have been lucky enough to have Kevin
from Berkshire Maestros come in and teach them
how to play the cornet and everyone has been trying
really hard to play this tricky instrument - easy to
use but hard to master! The pupils have been doing
very well and are making some “interesting” music!

Have a lovely Half Term.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimYr4




Year 5 News

Team: Miss Majer, Mrs Haden and Mrs Render

Welcome to the third edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had lots of
exciting opportunities and lots of new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

English nominators. It has been a tricky process for us,
but by using our times tables and division facts

All our English this term has been around the

story of Beowulf, the to find equivalent fractions to help us along our

Anglo Saxon hero jogmey,

who saved a sister Key Question Lessons
town from the peri-
lous death that Gren-

@ del was spreading!

-~ Our key question for this

4l | ’ .
i~ term is ‘Is Invasion Ever
Justified?”’, where we are

SRR SR g basing our learning all

B =y ilie around The Vikings and

e e Gl The Anglo-Saxons. To

~ crucial vocabulary. kick off our topic, we

After this, we created started by completing

our own, vile monsters for Beowulf to defeat, our very own archaeo-

using character descriptions to create wanted
posters for the town of Heorot. During the final

logical dig where we dug
for Anglo Saxon artefacts and asked historical
week of term, we've been writing our own Beo- questions to try and learn more about the civili-
wulfsdga using theseicredturesitaot sation. Through the topic, we have also looked
Maths at what physical and human geography fea-

tures might come into

Our focus in maths this

play when deciding

term has been fractions.

on why you would

Throughout the term,

invade a country,

we have used bar mod-
els to look at equivalent

learnt about the town

names we have now
that derive from the

fractions, converting
proper fra




Year 6 News

Teachers: Mrs Raines and Mrs Chaudhary

We have been considering our question, What Would a World Without War Look Like?

What is War?

We started the topic by think-
ing about what we understood
by war and what a world with
war is like. We then drew pic-
tures to show what a world
without war might look and

feel like. We have also looked

at war from the view point of different religions and of
Christians in particular.

Why War Does War Happen?

Using WW2 as an example, we
thought about the causes of war.
We learnt about concepts of fas-
cism, ideology, and lebensraum.

We thought about the
reasons Hitler invaded

the countries that neigh-

boured Germany and
why Great Britain declared war when it did.

Which Parts of the World Does War Affect?

The stimulus for this question, was our
class book, ‘The Boy at the Back of
the Class’ which is a story about a
Syrian refugee. In order to under-
stand what Ahmet (the child in the
book) had experi-

enced, we learnt

about the civil war in
We
were incredibly lucky enough to have a
visit from the CEO of skt welfare, a
charity that helps Syrian refugee chil-

Syria and the plight of refugees.

dren in camps on the Turkish border.

How Does War Affect the Lives of Families?

™ [N For much of this term, we

. l have learnt about the ef-
. l fects of war (and WW2 in

So
far, we have concentrated

()
-

particular) on families.

on Great Britain (we will be making comparisons with
Germany next half term). As authors, we have written
some powerful description of The Blitz. As historians,
we have evaluated the reliability
of different sources when finding |

out about the mixed experiences

of evacuees. We then role-
played these different experienc- P
es in order to empathise with
the children of WW2. We also found
out about the role of women in
WW?2, and the legacy this had for
the role of women in today’s society.

More recently we have found out

about rationing and assessed its im-
We couldn’t

believe that sweets had been rationed!

portance to morale.

PE

In PE with Mr Edwards, the children have been learning
about fitness and how important it is to exercise as well
as leaming how to coach others in ball skills. In gym-
nastics, we have concentrated on body management
and balances.

Maths

Arithmetic has continued to be a priority as we have
persevered to better our own weekly arithmetic scores.
We have also revisited fractions. This time, finding the
equivalents between decimals, fractions and percentages.
We have also used our knowledge of factors and multi-
ples to find equivalent fractions and to simplify fractions
in the most efficient way. Follow us on Twitter
@HighwoodPriméR






