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Governing Body

Firstly, let me introduce myself. My name is Wendy Sabaroche and | have been a governor at
Highwood for just over a year. My husband, Dan and | have a 15-month old daughter and our son is
in Year 1 at Highwood. | work for an IT company called CGI based in Green Park and | have a pas-
sion for gadgets and technology. Whether it is calculating formulas on an Excel spreadsheet to un-
derstanding the latest thing in tech (currently virtual reality using mobiles), | love to understand
how things work and how to make lives better. It’s partly due to this why | became a governor. |
want children to know and appreciate all the different opportunities available to them and who
knows, we might have our next tech genius in Highwood!

| became a governor because | wanted to find out more about how education had changed since |
last went to school - many, many years ago! To be honest, | was (and still continue to be) amazed
at all the hard work, effort and enthusiasm that go into teaching and looking after the children and
making Highwood a great place to learn. My role as a governor covers various areas including In-
formation Technology (IT), Health & Safety and Teaching, Learning & Assessment. When | joined, |
wasn’t sure what to expect. | knew that it would involve meetings, but | have seen and been in-
volved in so much more. | have witnessed how the teaching staff plan and monitor the develop-
ment of all children. | have had regular school visits with different members of the school team to
gain a deeper understanding of school operations and have had training to know exactly how to do
some of my governor duties. This academic year, my aim is to get to grips with the IT curriculum
and see how my work background can contribute to enrich the school - maybe to help the next
generation of app developers or big tech thinkers.

The Highwood Governing body works as a team to support and challenge the school, and we are
working together to ensure that you know who we are, what we do and how you can be

involved. If you see me or any other governors, we are more than happy to have a chat or you can
email us at governor@highwood.wokingham.sch.uk or The Chair of Governors at
chairofgov@highwood.wokingham.sch.uk

Have a Great Christmas and see you in the New Year!

Kind Regards,

Wendy Sabaroche

Governor — IT, Health & Safety, Teaching, Learning & Assessment




Foundation News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Walker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this ferml We have been really busy continu-
ing with our topic "All About Me!" and with all our other learning - take a look!

We started the half term making pumpkin soup and pumpkin
muffins! The F2 children enjoyed eating them! We also learnt
about Diwali, the festival of light and Guy Fawkes Night. We

made some Diwali lamps and Firework pictures using different

medial

The F1 children have been learning all about our faces and what features
we have. We looked in the mirror and drew what we saw. We learnt about
different skin tones and what hair colour and eye colour we have. We
even had a try at our own colour mixing!

The F2 children have been learning about repeating patterns.
They have used unifix as well as other media, including mosaic
tiles. They have made a 2 colour repeated pattern and a 3
colour repeating patternl

The Foundation Stage children had the lovely The F2 children had a great opportunity

opportunity fo star in our Ch'r'is’rmgs Nativity this p their trip to see "The Elves and the
year. They all looked lovely in their costumes and "
Shoemaker” at Norden Farm.

were amazing in the hall in front of all the parents!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year!



Year 1 News

Mrs Vaux, Miss Amor & Mrs Ashby

Another 7 weeks flew by! This half term
was quite a busy onel

But first things first, a big thank you to all
the parents who helped our Nativity play to
be a success by providing the children's
costumes. All the children looked fantastic.
They worked hard over the last four weeks
to make the play a success and persevered
with their singing and acting.

The children proved successful in the play
as well as in the classroom where they
showed their creativity through observa-
tional drawings using pastel of bike parts.
They created pastel drawings representing
different parts of the bike. They looked

, " carefully at the col-
ours and shapes and
tried to represent
“them in their work.
| We looked at the bike
parts from different
. perspectives and
B talked about how that
changed the shapes
they could see.

their

everyday use, looking at their
properties and thinking about what parts of
a bicycle are made of which material and
why.

The children have made a lot of progress in
maths, adding and subtracting using many
different strategies, from Numicon to num-
ber lines and 100 squares and they are get-
ting more and more confident. We have
continued to work on their number bonds

and lots of children have achieved bronze
stickers, some children are even on silver
stickers now.

In literacy, Year 1 have been looking at
writing to inform. We have learnt about
non-fiction books and how they are similar
and different from fiction books. We read
lots of different non-fiction books about
bicycles. We also used the internet to find
out facts. We used all of this information

to write our own pages of a non-fiction
book about bicycles. The children designed
their own bike on the computer and wrote
about why their bike had certain design
features.

In ICT, the children are becoming more
confident in using simple computer pro-
grammes. We have focused on how to log on
to a computer, writing their name and mov-
ing on to writing sentences. They have be-
come more confident as the term has pro-
gressed.

Finally we had a bike mechanics day where
we learnt how to take bikes apart and put
them back together.




Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Vickery, Mrs Kearney, Mrs Moffat

7 weeks have whizzed by. A lot has hap-
pened this half-term.

But first things first, a big thank you to all
the parents who helped our Nativity play to
be a success by providing the children's
costumes. All the children looked fantastic.
They worked hard over the last four weeks
to make the play a success and persevered
with their singing and acting.

The children have persevered this half
term to learn all about the Great Fire of
London and continue to build upon their
knowledge. They now have a secure under-
standing of the events and how the fire im-
pacted on Britain. In ICT the children have
recreated the events of the Great Fire of
London on a storyboard. The fire depart-
ment came to teach us all about fire and
what to do in an emergency.
The children were really good
at taking part and asked lots &
of great questions!

We continued to learn about animals, in-
cluding humans and what we need in order
to survive and thrive.

In Maths we have learnt a
~few concepts including in-

verse  operations, looking
“closely at addition and sub-
traction in particular. The children can now
use inverse fo check their work and the
work of others confidently. We moved on
to multiplication and division in
recent weeks. The children
can show multiplication as

repeated addition and use this to problem
solve. They have begun to understand that
divide means share and can
solve problems in real life con-
texts involving division.

In literacy, Year 2 have been looking at
writing to entertain. We have continued our
work on Toby and the Great Fire of London.
The children designed and described a new
Tudor character to include in the story.
They then discussed the events of the
Great Fire and eventually the children inno-
vated the story to include their character.
We shared our stories in a story time
lesson. Some of their versions were fantas-
tic!

In the final week of term, Santa visited us

! and left a mysterious box in the middle of

the carpet. Inside was a present for Year
2! It was a magical Christmas book! We
have decided to do some\
writing about what had hap-k
pened and how Santa could’ {/
possibly have got into the
school. How did he do it?

A huge thank you to all of the parents who
came to the SPLAT afternoon. We are look-
ing forward to seeing you again at the next
onel

Wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas
holidays.






