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Foundation News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Walker

Welcome to our first Foundation News this terml We have had a very busy first half of the
term, ensuring our new F1 children settle into their new classroom. We have also had some new
F2 children start with us so we have been very busy making new friendsl

Our Topic this term was "All About Me" so the children
brought in pictures of when they were a baby and talked
about how they have changed. We looked at different hair

colours, eye colours, sizes and found out if they played with

different toys when they were smaller.

We had a great opportunity to meet Gemma Dingle from
"Dogs Trust” who came to speak to the children about dog
safety. She bought in a lovely “dog"” called Chloe and she let
us stroke her dog but we had to ask her for her permission
first, in case Chloe was hungry or unwell as she might not
have wanted to be stroked.

The F2 children then moved onto learning about their
body parts - The "Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes" song
proved quite popular with the Foundation childrenl Mrs
Robinson amazed the children by showing them some X-
Rays, showing them how our body is made up of bones.
The children were then read the story called
"Funnybones”.

FUNNYBONES

The F2 children also looked at them-
selves and drew self-portraits which
have been displayed in the F2 room.

The F1 children have also been learning about their 5
senses - we have played games to see if we can use our
sense of hearing, sense of touch, sense of smell and
sense of sight. We are doing our sense of taste next
week!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward to
another busy but enjoyable half term in Foundationl



Year 1 News

Mrs Vaux, Miss Amor and Mrs Mountford

This half term has whizzed by! All the chil-

gt et dren have settled into year 1

MRS ARMITAGE
on Wheels

really well and have enjoyed

« starting to learn about our topic
“Tour of Highwood”. This term's
/7= Literacy has been on ‘'Mrs

Armitage on Wheels' by Quentin
Blake. This week we are writing our own
story based on this book.

We started off the term by learning the
story of “Mrs Armitage on
Wheels” and being able to
sequence pictures. Then we
wrote our own sentences
about the pictures in the
book. To help make our sen-

tences more interest-

ing we learnt about

adjectives to describe
all of the senses. Fi-
nally we have been
planning and writing
our own version of
"Mrs  Armitage on
Wheels”. The children
have used their fantastic imagination and

have been very
creative. ’

ra”
i ‘\.' :
This term we opened ‘ ‘g

the new KS1 out-| - ,

door area. All of the children have enjoyed
working and playing in the sand and water.
They have also practised their handwriting
and number formation on the chalk boards.

We used our maths brain to learn about
numbers. Counting to 100 was not easy but
the children were engaged and approached
their learning with great perseverance. We
have used the Numicon to develop our un-
derstanding of place value of each number.
We learned our number bonds from 1 to 10
and the children are starting to be awarded
bronze stickers. We have learnt about how
you can write numbers as words.

We have started to plan a bike mechanic
shop to go in our outdoor
area. We have been mak-
ing signs and posters and '
thinking about the tools we
will need. Next term we

will be taking real bikes
apart to look at the mechanics of a bike.

Finally, Bikeability visited us on the last
day of term. Some of the children prac-
ticed balancing on bikes to help them ride a
bike without stabilisers. Others developed
their skills on their bikes from home. We
had a talk about how to . Y :
be safe on your bike. The it

children loved every mi-
nute.

See you next term!



Year 2 News

Miss Williams, Mrs Eales, Mrs Vickery, Mrs
Kearney, Mrs Wright, Mrs Moffat

This half-term has flown by! The children
have started to settle into year 2 well and
seem to be really enjoying school. They
have shown great enthusiasm for our topic
and already have lots of useful knowledge
about the Great Fire of London. This half
term we have been focusing on writing to
inform in Literacy. The children have retold
the events of the Great Fire of London.

== They have been building
: up skills in order to write

a newspaper article about
it this week.

We started off the term by looking at non-
fiction texts about the Great Fire and se-
quenced pictures of the events on a time-
line. Then we wrote our own sentences
about the pictures in the book. To help
make our sentences more interesting we
learnt about adjectives to describe the
fire, as well as the people and their emo-
tions. Finally, we have begun writing our
own newspaper article about - ,

l M

o
the fire. The children have = . -

really enjoyed re-enacting ==

being in the fire in our Wy

Dance/Drama Studio.

This term we opened the new KS1 outdoor
area. All of the children have enjoyed
working and playing in the sand and water.
They have also practised their handwriting

and number formation on the chalk boards.

We have been learning all
about place value in maths. =

®/
been revising .

counting to 100 using the

We have

big numbers song, which the children lovel
We have used the Dienes to develop our
understanding of place value of each num-
ber. We learned our number bonds to 20
and the children are starting to learn the
It would be
great if you could continue this
at home. We have learnt about

related subtraction facts.

how you can write numbers up
to 100 as words.

The children have also been learning how to
add and subtract different 2-digit numbers
using dienes and drawing them. Can they
show you how to do this at home? This
week we have moved on to mental methods
of addition and subtraction, but this will
need to continue next half-term.

As Scientists, we have been learning all
about different materials and linking this to

in 1666, particularly wooden
Can your child

materials
houses.

tell you the properties
of different materials
from around your home?

We have had a fantastic half-term and I
cannot wait for next half-term. Well done
Year 2, see you soon!



Year 3 News

Teacher: Miss Abbott

This half term has flown by and I can't believe the children have nearly completed their first half term in Year 3!

We have welcomed 6 new children into our ckiss and I am so pleased with how the children have settled in so far :)

LITERACY
We kicked off the term with a

bang as we delved head first into

an incredible story all about the §

life of a typical Roman boy.
Escape from Pompeii tells the story of the eruption of
_ %3 Mount Vesuvius and the

children have
loved using
drama to
explore the
setting and
dramatic events
of the story.
After retelling the story, the children adapted the plot
to write their own stories imagining that a volcano in
Highwood playing field destroyed the school! They
have learnt how to show their characters feelings
through incredible description and powerful vocabu-
lary. | have been so impressed with the language they
have used and the progress they have made so far!

MATHS

This term the children have been learning all about
number and place value. Using dienes and playing
around with numbers, (such as making a virtual num-
ber linel) the class have shown a good understanding
of the value in digits and been tackling some tricky

addition calculations. Already this term, several of the

children have excelled with
learning and recalling their
times tables facts. Some chil-
dren have passed every times
tables test for the past 6

weeks! Such maths superstars!

HISTORE and Geography

Our history topic has centred around what life would

have been like for a child growing up in Roman times.
Using atlases to locate italy has developed the chil-
dren’s map reading skills and they have also learnt all
the continents of the world. Using a timeline, the chil-
dren have discovered when key events happened dur-
ing the Roman era, especially to show when and how
the Romans developed their empire. Through retelling
the legend of Romulus and Remus, the class were able
to find out how Rome began. The homework activities
have shown so much creativity and hard
work. An array of Roman shields and
volcanoes are
on display,

.4y . showcasing the
= talent in Year 3!

e

THE READING MUSEUM

At the end of September, Year 3
had a super day out at the Read- K%

ing museum, leaming all about
Roman life. The children loved

dressing up as Romans and Celts

which helped them un-
derstand more about

d the clothes they may

L have worn and the jobs
they did. During the
day, the children were able to have a go at building
bridges and designing their
own mosaics and undoubt-
edly got a taster of real
Roman life!

Have a wonderful half
term break, Miss Abbott :)

Follow us on Twitter, @HighwoodPrimYear3




Year 4 News
Autumn 1

Team Mr Anderson,
Mrs Tindall, Mrs Anil & Miss Rajput.

Welcome to the Autumn 1 edition of the Year 4 news! It has been a busy but very enjoyable

term with my new class. They have settled in well and are all working really hard.

Literacy - Poems about the senses. Updates from the visit will be posted on

Our English lessons this half term have been focussing RERean el e page.

on poetry with links to our main top- Come in and see some of the fantastic
ic about the senses. The children homework which has been produced by
have used models from various poets Year 4 in the art area. This will continue to
to inspire them and to help them expand as more homework comes in.
learn how to structure the poems. We will be making musical instruments
We have also performed some of the next half term which will also feature in
poems in the Dance Drama studio. the art area.
Our favourite was a poem called
‘The Sound Collector”. We used the

school environment to collect our Music - The Lionr Sieeps and

own sounds to include in our poems. Soundation

Maths - Place value In music we have been playing both percussion

y and tuned instruments in the Dance Drama studio.
Our focus this term has been on

place value, the children have been It is great having the sound system and laptop

learning about various aspects and where we are able to use the

then they have been choosing a songs to help us learn about
song structures and rhythm. We
and to bring each area into a have taken this a step further in
useful real life problem solving ICT. We have been layering
exercise. tracks to make complete songs,
The children have also been learning about negative Using a piece of software called ‘Soundation’, we
numbers and where they can be applied again in real have composed some great pieces, starting with

challenge to develop their thinking

life situations. rhythm tracks and then building each part such as

Science - Senses and which one is the most bass and then adding the main tunes on top.

Important? PE - Circuit fitness

Science has been our main focus this term, with the This half term the children have been focussing on their

question “Which sense is the most important?” As the fitness through Circuit training. They have been looking

children have been learning about each sense and why 9t Ways to improve their fitness. We were also very

that particular one is important, the children are still fortunate to have a visit from GB Triple Jumper Kola

debating as to which one is the sense that they would Adedovin. Year 4 prepared some questions for him and

keep. They have taken the question home and some of he even had some of us emulating his warm up moves

the homework has brought about some great discus- @ well as taking part in some fitness activities.

sion both at home and at school. We have a visitor May | take this opportunity to thank all the par-

coming from ‘Berkshire Vision' where the children will ents and anyone who has supported us in Year 4

carry out some activities to help them to understand this half term.
more about the daily life of a blind person.



Year 5 News

Teacher: Miss Baker

Welcome to the first edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a fantas-
tic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning going
on. Please read on to find out more!

Has the Earth finished growing? rounding numbers to different degrees of accuracy.

OlirSolarisystem As space is so huge, all of this has helped us to in-

terpret facts and data in our oth-
Science

er lessons. We have designed deci-
To begin answering our 8 mal games, written our own num-
ber riddles and made giant num-
ber lines in the hall to put our

learning into practise!

question, we began with
a study of our Solar Sys-
tem; it is not an exaggeration to
say that we know a LOT about
space! We have found out about
the scale and size of the different

planets in our Solar System, comparing

English

We have been learning about ‘writing to inform'
and have created our own planet fact files. We

shemPtobdiferent fruits'and measuring learnt how to precis longer passages, how to take

otRekeN distance: with pleces of toilet notes and how to convert our notes into sentences
roll! We then looked at how the Solar

System works, using inflatable planet

and paragraphs. The final resuits really are out-
standing. Keep an eye out for the Year 5 book on
‘Our Solar System’ - coming

models to show how the planets orbit
the sun. We made orrery models 02
which challenged us with our maths,
art and science combined! it shows
' how the Solar System is made up
“ and it demonstrates why different
planets take different amounts of _
time to orbit the sun. ’ S
Meeting a GB athlete! <
A highlight of the half term was

meeting Kola Adedoyin and tak-

Maths

Our maths lessons this half term
have really supported ing part in the sponsored circuits
us in learning about challenge.
Thank you to

everyone who

space. We have been
; looking at the place value of num-
bers up to and beyond 1,000,000
¥, as well as counting beyond zero

donated sponsorship money!

(negative 1, negative 2, etc) and
@Highwood

! look forward to continuing this hard work after half term/ y BrimVis

Miss Baker




Year 6 News

Teacher: Mrs Raines

Welcome to the first newsletter for Year 6. Although we have only been back in school a matter of

weeks, we have already achieved a lot. Our topic this term is, ‘How often are things discovered for the
first time’, and we have been thinking about this through English and Science.

English

in English, we have been study-
ing a fantastic book, ‘Skelliig’ by
David Almond. It is a story

about a boy who discovers a

unique (and previously undiscov-

SKEWG

TN

ered) creature in his garage.
Through our reading of the text,
we have been investigating how
an author creates tension, devel-
ops characters and us-
es themes within a now-
The children have

| created scrapbooks to
| show their learning and
\jz‘ have written two fan-

el.

tastic diary entries
from the point of view of two
‘ of the characters in the book
D (Michael and Mina). The book
| v ‘ has also inspired the children
" inotherareas. They have
o found out more about owls by
carrying out research from
books and the internet and
from dissecting owl pellets.

-

Maths

So far in maths, the children have been securing
their understanding of place value. They have been
learning how to read, write and compare large num-
bers (up to 10,000,000) and numbers with 3 deci-
mal places. Over the last two weeks, they have
been exploring different methods of addition and
subtraction and making decisions about when to use

mental methods or when to use a more formal
method.

Science

If someone discovers a
new living thing (for the .
first time), how might
they name it? With this
question in mind, the
children have been look-

ing at the classification
and naming of living things. They have found out
about: the different kingdoms; how Linnaeus came
up with his binominal classification; features of dif-
ferent classes of animals.

Art

Taking inspiration from the character Mina in Skellig,
the children have been making detailed sketches
based on their observations. They have been draw-
ing animal skulls and bones, and have been repro-
ducing botanical drawings. | have been extremely
impressed with their results.

P.E

This term the children have enjoyed learning some
very energetic dances in Zumba. | have been amazed
at the speed at which they have learnt the steps,
and with their enthusiasm.






