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Foundation News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Richards

Mrs Walker, Miss Richardson, Mrs Williams, Mrs Leigh,

Mprs Early, Mrs Jones, Miss Walker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the first half of the summer tferm! We have
been really busy continuing with our topic "How do we become a hero “ and with all our other learn-
ing. Come and have a look.

We started our topic of f with looking and finding out about who we
thought were heroes and decided that people who help us and keep

us safe like nurses, doctors, policemen and firemen.

We had a lovely visit by two nurses who showed how to look
after our teeth and our bodies and what they would do if we
hurt ourselves. It was a lot of fun finding out if we had
washed our hands properly by checking under the special
light!

In F2 we looked at healthy eating and why it's important to keep our
bodies healthy, especially if we wanted to become a hero. In ICT the
children created a plate of healthy food they would like to eat.

The children also got the chance to help make and eat healthy muffins
which contained courgettel The children thought they were yummy. F1
got to try lots of different fruits. The children realised just how

scrumptious fruit can be.
> (l ' ¥

Two community support officers came to talk to us
about keeping us safe. We got to try on their uniforms
and hats. Even Mr Hickey got in on the act. A police
car came to visit too with its siren and flashing lights
on. It was very exciting!

In maths F2 children have been doing maths investigations, using
maths in real life. We have also learnt about money, days of the
week and time. The children have also created wanted posters for
baddies and we enjoyed the story ‘Burglar Bill!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward to seeing
you after the half term break. Enjoy the holiday.



Year 1 News

o s Vaux, Miss Amor and Mrs Wildey

Another half term has flown by and it will
soon be your child's last half term in Year 1.

In literacy, we have been retelling the sto-
ry of ‘The day the crayons came home' by
writing different postcards from the dif-
ferent coloured crayons to Duncan their
owner. The children have been focusing on
using questions in their postcards. The chil-
dren have loved reading and writing about
this book. We finished the topic with them
creating their own colour crayon and writ-
ing a postcard about what has happened to
them. We have also had a big push on re-
membering capital letters at the beginning
of each sentence.

DA the Ckprons

In maths we looked at time and money. We

have learnt to read and write the o'clock
and half past times. We also did some prob-
lem solving around time ’
where the children had
to read a statement and &=
work out what time ity
was. We then went on ‘rok
learning about money. The children have re-
ally enjoyed handling different coins and
learning about the value of each coin. So
far we have focused on learning about a 1p,
2p, 5p, 10p and 20p coin. Next term we will
continue to learn about money by learning

how to add different coins together to find
the total.

In science we learned about plants and
asked the question, what is a
plant? We have drawn dia-
grams and learnt the names =
for different parts of a plant. !
We have also begun to learn
about what plants need to
grow and survive. As part of
the national curriculum Pars of i
the children need to!
learn the names of the
common British plants.
We have been on walks
around the school grounds to see what we
can find. Next term we will plant some
seeds and watch them grow. We will look at
the evolution of our plants throughout the
second part of the term.

[P

Finally, we also worked hard on our phonics,

~ the test will be the second week back to

school and we need fo get ready! The chil-
dren seem fairly confident and know their
sounds pretty well. Please practise their
sounds everyday at home with them and
read with them as much as possible, espe-
cially over half term.

% quock
& voisk

We wish you a nice half term with your
family and friends.




Year 2 News

& Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Moffat and Mrs Kearney

Not long before it will your child's final half
term in Year 2! The time has absolutely
flown.

The children have now finally completed all
of their SATs during this half term! The
children tried so hard and were excellent
at coping without adult support during this
time. They definitely deserve the half-
term break!

We have begun our new topic g
"what is the difference be- "™

tween a cake and a biscuit?”
The children started this topic
by linking biscuits with sym-
metry and instructions! Their
challenge was to decorate bis-
cuits as symmetrically as-possi- HEN:
ble. Look how symmetrical they =
are! InLiteracy, they then used
their biscuits to write instruc- |
tions to tell someone else how
to decorate their biscuit. \

-

In maths we revisited many concepts, in-
cluding time, money, pattern and measure-
men‘r At The start of the term, the chil-

dren learnt how to use a
ruler for measurement
and when to use mm, cm
and m. They could" also
tell me how many mm in a
cm and c¢m in a ml The
children particularly en-
joyed revisiting money
and solved some challenging exercises, such
as making 25p ten different ways and solv-
ing worded money problems! When we revis-

ited time, Year 2 learnt the difference be-
tween clockwise and anticlockwise. Can they
show you which way is

CLOCKWISE ANTI
CLOCKWISE

clockwise? They were ex-
cellent at showing quar-
ter, half, and three quar-

ter turns going clock-
wise/anticlockwise when using an arrow

In science we are learning about plants and
asking the question, what do plants need to
grow and be healthy? We have drawn dia-
grams and learnt the names for different
parts of a plant. We have al-
so begun an investigation into
what plants need to grow and |
survive. During this we have
discussed fair test and how
to test objectively. We will’
continue with our investigations next term.
I'm sure they will give us interesting re-
sults.

_ Finally, some children will be retaking the
* phonics screening check. So, this term we

also worked hard on our phonics, the test
will be the second week back to school and
we need to be_ready! The children seem
confident and know their sounds well.
Please read with them as much as possible,
especially over half term to prepare them.

% quock
& voisk

We wish you a nice half term with your
family and friends.




Year 3 News—Summer 1

Miss Abbott & Mrs Turnbull

As the sun has started to shine, the children have continued to do the same and making a great effort with

their learning. I am already feeling sad that I only have one more term left with this lovely class.

The Stone Age—Why did people build Stonehenge?

LITERACY

We started this term by learning how to
retell fairy tales and the children soon
discovered it wasn't as easy as it
seemed| We used lots of drama to help
the class use detail in their retelling.
: "] We even learnt how to use
i the present perfect tense to
Bl | 75 write newsflash style
e‘ sentences’ about what the
| B ‘Three Little Pigs’ and

‘Goldilocks’ have been up to.

We then used the book ‘Stone
Age Boy' to find out more about
what life was like in the Neolithic
era. The children continued to
develop their descriptive ;
writing as they wrote in
role sending postcards
from the Stone Age.

NUMERACY

This term we have been exploring shape
which involved looking at lines, angles and
2D shapes. The children have worked hard
to understand horizontal, vertical, parallel
and perpendicular lines and

enjoyed creating these with their bodies!

; —
= A;\?é;\ Using inspiration from
= the artist Kandinsky,
the class then created
. their own pieces of art
work using a range of
shapes and lines.
The children
showed
creativity and
perseverance to
keep adding
detail to their
work.

Science

This term, the children
finally had the chance

to learn about plants

and carry out some
exciting plant
experiments. Each group
investigated what a plant
would need in order to grow
well and over the course of 2
weeks, the children observed
and photographed their two
plants.

Learning about the role of the
stem was a highlight for some of the children as we
discovered that only artificial food dye worked when
we coloured the water| The
results were so prettyl

SPANISH

I— e 3 are
#ﬁ continuing to
i make great
|

progress with
their linguistic skills and are
now able to hold a lengthy
conversation. They can
confidently count o 30, greet
someone and say their name,
talk about favourite colours
and pets.
Hawve a monderful and relaxing half terml 2

Keep following us on Twitter to find out what

other exciting things we are doing in Year 3!
@HighwoodPrimYear3




Year 4 News
Summer 1

(Team — Mr Anderson,
Mrs Tindall, Mrs Anil, Miss Rajput.)

Welcome to the Summer 1 edition of the Year 4 news! We have had lots of cross curricular

fun, with ‘Castles’ and ‘The lron Man’ book/film as a focus and stimulus.

Literacy - The Iron Man

This term we have been reading the
and we T

book ‘The iron Man'’
watched the film ‘The iron Giant’. [,
We made comparisons between the & s

book and film looking at settings
and building character profiles. We wrote reviews and
explained why we thought one genre was better or

worse than the other. We also wrote
some iron man poetry and used the
|‘  book to

poems which told the story.

inspire us to generate our

adjectives to describe. We also made
clay iron man heads with a focus on

imperative verbs and we looked in
depth at instructional writing. We -
evaluated the effectiveness of the in- '
structions, using the clay models to .
help us to evaluate. Again | have
been very pleased with the impact of my learning loops
display. The children use it reqgularly to see what their
next steps to learning will be and use it to help them
gather ideas from others work and the WAGOLL -

What a good one looks like.

Maths - Shape, Perimeter and Area

in maths we have been learning about ‘Shapes and

area’ and we have been using a variety of methods, for

example using our bodies to con-
struct different triangles and an-
gles. We have been measuring the
area of items in the large hall,
using trundle wheels as well as the
traditional rulers. We have been

solving problems and creating problems for others to
solve. The homework has incorporated many aspects of
shape and area, take a look at the
KS2 art area, here you will be able
to see some fabulous castles, made

from a variety of media.

History - Castie Life

We have been finding out about castles and discussed

q the question, ‘Why would someone build a castle here?’

We have been learning about the different parts of a

‘»f castle and how they would have defended themselves

against an attacking enemy. We also looked at how
they were built high up, both to make them more diffi-
cult to attack, but also this forms a good vantage
point, spotting the attacking enemy long before they
arrive.

We have been finding out about who would have lived
in the castle, from the king to the servants, who built
many of our castles, with a main focus being on the
Normans, William the conqueror and of course Corfe
Castle which we will be visiting in July as part of our
Swanage residential trip.

Science - States of matter.

During Science we have been
learning about solids, liquids
and gases. We were able to
see how the states of matter
change through several
experiments, We even went

B

outside and acted as the particles of the 3 states of

matter.

We looked at reversible and irreversible reactions,
including that of ice, condensation and evaporation, as
well as separating solids from liquids.

ICT - Let’s Arimate. The Children have been using

Animation software to create moving animations of
‘The iron Man’ book study. The children have been ex-
cited about showing their animations, some of which i
will try to add to my class page for
you to view.

We are looking forward to
continuing with the ‘Castles’ topic
next half term.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
some fabulous Castle homework, as you can see from

the photo, they are pretty N =
magnificent. 3
Have a lovely half term break from
all of the Year 4 Team.



Year 5 News

Miss Baker, Mrs Payne & Mrs Chaudhary

Are heroes and villains so different?

Part 1

In to the Labyrinth..

We have begun our term
looking at the heroes and
villains of the Ancient
Greeks - they did villains
really well! In English, we
have focused on the story
of Theseus and the Minotaur. The
best bit so far has been the de-
scriptive writing about the laby-
rinth itself! The class really en-
joyed exploring the deathly hovel
that is the Minotaur's lairl We
used evidence from the text to
illustrate the setting and used
extracts to add detail. We then
wrote our own descriptions,
which were particularly gory but
also disgustingly delightful! You
are welcome to come in to the
classroom to see our amazing
display in more detail!

| Plants and life-cycles

1in science this half
term, we have studied
the life-cycles of flow-
ering and non-

flowering plants. Take a look to see how we dis-
sected different flowers to see what the different
parts looked like. We also studied how non-
flowering plants reproduce and how some plants
can create clones of themselves! Did you know
that strawberries and potatoes are two types of

B been going very well so far,

plants that can do this?! [t
can also be done by humans
and so we set up some cut-
tings to see if we could do
this ourselves. {t hasn't

but we will re-assess and
have another go next
half term!

Measuring Madness!

We have been trying
to remember the differ-
ent conversions of meas-
ure this half term -
PLEASE try and practise
or learn more of them over
half term! Our work on area
and perimeter has been go-

ing fantastically well - some
people are tackling some
really tricky problems! To share what we know,
we made some incredible learning posters! We
used different ways of showing what area and
perimeter are and included
different questions and chal-
lenges on the posters. Come in
and see the kinds of ways we
have shown what we know!

After half term, we will contin-
ue to develop our knowledge of various heroes
and villains, including Greek gods, in order to try
and answer the question: Are heroes and villains
so different?

@Highwood
Primyr5



Year 6 News

Teacher: Mrs Raines and Mrs Haden

In preparation for the SATs we concentrated
on practising reading comprehensions, learning
grammar terms, improving the accuracy of our arith-
metic and polishing up our maths reasoning. When
it came to SATs week itself, the children applied
themselves fantastically and | was extremely proud
of the way in which they approached the assess-
ments. They all behaved fantastically and did their
very best. It was a pleasure to celebrate the end of
SATs with a DVD and a class picnic!

English

We have been enjoying improving our writing
skills over the last two weeks. The children have
been working very closely with different teachers to
improve the technical side of their writing: sentence
structure, punctuation, speiling and handwriting.
We have been enthused to do this by learning some
inspirational stories, and we
have been encouraged by the
huge improvements we have

made in our work.

Science and Maths

In science and maths we have wondered about
being 'healthy, wealthy and wise’. We started off
by looking at the human circulatory system and
finding out how the heart works.

Thank-you for your continued support.

| dissected a couple of lambs’ hearts, so that we
could see the different chambers. The children then
recorded their observations by careful and accurate
drawing.

Our heart is crucial to life, and we have thought
about what we can do to keep our heart healthy.
As scientists, the children
carried out an investigation
to measure the affect of ex-
ercise on our heart. Some
of us found it very difficult
to find our pulse rate - lucki-
» ly Mrs Haden was on hand
A with her Fitbit to reassure us
that our hearts were beat-
ing!

We are now looking at the role that different types
of food have in keeping our bodies healthy, and how
to create a healthy diet for the differing needs of
different people.

Biographies

With the General Election looming, the children
have been thinking about who they would like to be
behind the door of Number 10. Each member of the
class has chosen a person to find out about in order
to write a biography and create an election cam-
paign.

Art

As members of the community of Highwood
and Woodley, we have been painting giant owls for
the school float for Woodley Carnival (10th June).

Mrs Raines






