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Foundation News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Richards

Mrs Walker, Miss Richardson, Mrs Williams, Mrs Leigh,

Mprs Early, Mrs Jones, Miss Walker

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the second half of the summer terml We have
been really busy continuing with our topic "How do we become a hero " and with all our other
learning.

Super Daisy B i
-’

We have been looking at Super Heroes in stories, like ‘Super
Daisy and the peril of planet pea’ and ‘Supertato’. The F2 wrote
some lovely stories about a super hero adventure and Super Daisy.

The children had great fun on dress up as a super hero day
and we had lots of children entering the design your own
‘Super vegetable’ competition. o -
We even had a visit from_
‘Batmanl’ Evil Pea also visited &
the setting. In F2 Evil pea stole &
‘Sergai  super hero’ and the ™

children had to solve the @

In F1 the children had to work as a team to rescue two vegetables who had been kidnapped. The
children showed very good team work and had lots of creative ideas as to how to rescue the
vegetables.

Throughout this half term we have been setting a variety of challenges for the children to solve.
We even had our own superhero den and a challenge centre outside.

In F2 maths the children did the Smarties challenge, they collected data on the colour of
smarties that were in their box. We found out which was the popular colour, and that not all the
boxes have the same amount of colours in them. Then they got to eat them.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward to seeing
you after the summer holidays. Enjoy .



Here is our last newsletter of the yearl The
children have been busy this past half terml Here
are a few examples of how.

In English, Year 1 has had a phonics screening check.
They took a phonics test of 40 words with Mrs Vaux
and were very successful and confident! They en-
Joyed taking the test and took great pride in what
they had achieved! Well done to the Year 1 children
for perseveringl They have improved their reading
and their fluency as a result. Phonics will continue in
Year 2 next year, and I am confident they will con-
tinue to make good progress.

In English we have been focusing on reflecting on
the year through our learning behaviours ready for
the end of year learning reviews. This was great fun
as we got to think about all the things we have en-
Joyed throughout the year and look back on every-
thing we have learnt. It was amazing to see how
much progress the children have made in all sub-
Jects. :
- ‘)" ¢
. Oy
In science we continued our Jour'ney onqlear'nmg
about plants. The children have kept a weékly plant
diary of how their plant is growing and developing.
The children have loved this topicl It would be a
great Summer holiday activity to have a go at grow-
ing some flowers or vegetables. . ] -
In PE we have been continuing to develop. OLI‘I# game
skills and took part in sports day. All o‘F‘I’hBachlldr-en y
showed great teamwork and perseverance!

It has been a joy to teach this class for the last two
years and watch all of them develop and gnow. I
know they will continue to excel in Year 2 and I wish
them all the bestl

Have a fantastic Summer Holiday! b {4 4




Year 2 News

=4 Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Vickery, Mrs Moffat and Mrs

Kearney

I cannot believe it is coming to the end of
your child's final half term in Year 2 and
the time has absolutely flown.

The children's SATs results have been fi-
nalised and these will be with you shortly.
All of the children have learnt so much this
year and this has been showcased in their
SATs results.

We have continued our Summer
topic "what is the difference
34 between a cake and a biscuit?”
We have used this topic in all
areas of the curriculum. Most
recently we have been exploring Huntley
and Palmers in preparation for our trip to
Reading Museum on the 19th July. The chil-
dren have learnt all about the history be-
hind Huntley and Palmers and we have ex-
plored their tins. The children then de-
signed their own tin in the style of Huntley
and Palmer. v

concepts, focusing this time mainly on num-
ber. We have revised the multiplication and

division facts for the 2, 5%
and 10 times tables as well |
as the multiplication facts

for the 3s. The children p
seem very secure in counting in steps of 2,
5, 10 and 3 now.

In Literacy, much of our time has been
dedicated fo creating our learning reviews,
ready for you to come in and discuss with
the children. Your child has thought care-
fully about each learning behaviour and

they have written about how they have
used each one this year. Some of their ide-
as are fantastic and I know that they can-
not wait to share them with you.

We have used the learning reviews as a
stimulus for art and in particular self-
portraits. The children looked carefully at
themselves using mirrors and ape
photograph to draw themselves.| ¢
They then explored the different
ways in which they could use the
pastels for different effects.
These masterpieces have become the
covers of their learning reviewsl!

In science, we have continued learning
about plants and asking the question, what
do plants need to grow and be healthy? We
have reached our conclusions and the re-
sults were very interesting. Just look at
the images-and you will see how shocked we
were. The children were so surprised that

_ the plant with no light grew so long and
In maths we have continued to revisit many

spindly. Can they explain why that hap-
pened?

We wish you an amazing Summer break with
your family and friends and look forward to
seeing you at the start of the new academic
year. Get lots of rest!



Year 3 News - Summer 2

Miss Abbott & Mrs Turnbull

It has been a long old term but as always the children have amazed me with their perseverance and
continued hard work. I have absolutely loved teaching all of them this year and they should be so proud
of all they have achieved in Year 3. Have a wonderful summer and I cannot wait to continue teaching
the class more ‘Espafioll’ in September.

The Stone Age
Why did people build

Stonehenge?

STONEHENGE

After weeks of learning about the T 0
Stone Age, the children finally got to M

visit the famous Neolithic stone circle.
As the class finally spotted the
huge stones in the distance, the
excitement was rifel After anup
close look and a mini tour of the
site, we enjoyed our lunch in the
sunshine before taking part in
various workshop activities, Some |
children got to dress up in Stone
Age costumes whilst others
investigated how the huge stones
_ were moved
from one
place to
another.

the children used arange of
modelling materials, such as
plasticine and wooden sticks to
construct our own cubes, pyramids
and spheres and many morel

We learnt how to describe the
properties of 3D
shapes by looking -
at the number of _
faces, edges and g
vertices as well
as investigating
what prisms are
by using some
very tasty
maths
equipmentl

Later on in the
term, we continued
to develop our

The

brilliant
leaders multiplication and
R division skills as we solved integer

scaling and correspondence problems! Once we had
worked out what it meant, the children investigated
different problems, one of
which was to find all the
combinations of hats and
scarves for a snowman. We
had fun dressing him up and
even managed to work out
the rulel

explained how the light shines
directly onto the stones during
the summer and winter solstice
and then the
class got to

have a go at
| some real Neolithic life skills such
! as fence building and rope making|

It was a fantastic dayl

@HighwoodPrimYear3




Year 4 News
Summer 2 2017
Team Mr Anderson,

Mrs Tindall, Mrs Anil & Miss Rajput.

Welcome to the Summer 2 edition of the Year 4 news! It has been a short but very busy term.

The highlight in Year 4 this term was the ‘Trip to Swanage.’

Literacy - Persuasive Lanquage

Our English lessons this half term have been focussing
on Swanage and using persuasive language to encour-
age people to want to visit some of the magnificent
attractions on offer on the Jurassic coastline.

We used software called Purple Mash to help us to cre-
ate and design holiday brochures using the persuasive

language features.

Maths - Graphs and Data Handling

in maths we have been learning graphs, how different
graphs can be used effectively and how we can present
collected data.

We looked at how a line graph can be used and why it

would be used instead of a bar chart.

We visited the Woodley Precinct to ask shoppers about
their shopping habits and we presented this date back
at school using Microsoft Excel on the computers.

Science

We have been learning about electrical circuits and
problem solving. We had to find out why different cir-
cuits would or would not work and investigate why the

bulbs would or would not light.

Music - Something to Trumpet about.

The children have been able to continue with the fan-
tastic opportunity to learn how to play the Trumpet
this half term. As the weeks have passed the children
have really made significant improvements, we per-
formed in front of a parent audience to showcase what
we had learnt.

PE - Keep on running.

This half term the children have been improving their
athletic skills, Mr Edwards has been monitoring their
progress and teaching them new skills to improve their
scores. Mr Edwards and | took some year 4 pupils to
visit Luckley House School, where we performed admi-
rably, they were a pleasure to watch and take.

Geography/History - Surry Swanrage

The overnight trip to Swanage was the main highlight
of the term. Myself, Mr Hickey and Miss Rajput trav-
elled down to the Jurassic coastline of Swanage with

25 children where we were able tog
bring the Geography and History cur-
riculum to life. The children were able
to learn about many aspects of how! g
the coastline has been formed over
millions of years. We visited Durdle Dor

Arch, and Swanage itself. We learnt
about how Swanage contrasts to that of Reading in
terms of landscape, jobs and the effects of tourism.

We did have time for some fun on the beach, buying
gifts and having lunch, with magnificent views to look
at and admire. We were also very lucky with the
weather which added to the enjoyment. For some it
was their first time visiting a beach and staying away
from home. The trip was very successful and i would
like to thank Mr Hickey, Miss Rajput and Mrs Westall
for their fantastic support to make this visit possible.
ICT - Coding

Mr Hickey and | took 8 pupils to Bulmershe for a
very successful coding day. The children paired up
with children from other schools. They then pre-
sented their own coded games, using ‘Scratch’
software, to their parents. We were also able to
see 3-D models being developed. Photos can be
viewed on the year 4 Twitter page, this can be

accessed from the school website, Year 4 class

page.

I would also like this opportunity to thank all the
parents and anyone who has supported us in Year
4 this year. | wish you all a happy and safe
Summer holiday.

The Year 4 Team.



Year

5 News

Miss Baker, Mrs Payne & Mrs Chaudhary

Fish Bowl Day at Bulmershe

We had the exciting opportunity to be y
secondary students for the day at The
Bulmershe School.
started the day with science. Here,
we had the chance to test out what
happened when different metal com-

Someone of us

pounds were used; this meant one
thing: using a Bunsen burner! We
found out that we
could tell which differ-
ent metals were used in different "
coloured fireworks. After science :

we made our way to PE where we ‘ 1\

learnt an exciting new game from
Denmark: called Tchouckball. After PE it was
maths, where we tried out some maths challenges
which were great fun! After maths, we had our
lunch in the cafeteria and then
went off to English. Here, we got
to try ‘flying saucer’ sweets to
write our own poems. Some chil-
dren also got the chance to take
part in a music lesson and we all
re-told the story of the Lion King in
drama. To top the day off, 3 of our
pupils won medals in the celebra-

tion assembly! Emmanuel for sport,

Nadim for music and Tristan for
English.

Heroes and Villains at Waingels

Only a few days later, we spent the
A day at Waingels! This was a day all
¥ about Heroes and Villains - fitting per-

fectly in to our topic question. We

took part in melodrama washing
powder adverts in drama, creat-
ing pop-art inspired speech bub-
bles in art and learnt to play the
James Bond theme tune in mu-
sic! We even got to try some of
their cafeteria food. it was a su- @
perb day - well done to every-

Curtains!

One of the

\ final chal-
. [N '.lenges of
the term was the Year 5 & 6 produc-
tion of Curtains! We spent a long time learning

lines, practising songs, rehearsing dances and
lines, but it all paid off in the end! The pupils put
on an incredible performance
- all showing off their indi-
vidual skills to pull together
in an incredible team. Great
work everyone!

That’s it from me. It has been a very special

year; | feel privileged to have had the

chance to teach your children this year -

they are a wonderful group of pupils who

all have a very bright future ahead of them.

Keep working hard, don’t change and I will
-

{1}

== ing Year 6. Good bye

tuck!

be back to see you
when you are finish-

and good
(it miss youl)

Miss Baker



Year 6 News

Teacher: Mrs Raines

Welcome to your last newsletter from Year 6 and your child’s last newsletter from Highwood. The

children have come a long way this year — it has been a pleasure to see them mature and grow.

Although this last half term has been filled with sporting events, visits to secondary schools, cooking,

the end of year production and our trip to bowling and laserquest, we have managed to fit in some

more traditional classroom learning.

English

In English, we worked hard at improving the
accuracy of our writing: handwriting, spelling,
sentence structure and punctuation. The class was
split into two groups and were taught by either Mr
Hickey or Mrs Raines. Mr Hickey's group wrote a
play about being sent to the head teacher’s office
and a booklet about what it is like to be in Year 6.
My group wrote persuasive letters and articles linked
to our Science topic about Living Healthily.

Maths

- . Our question for this term
» was, ‘Who wants to be a
millionaire?’ In maths, we
learnt about profit and
loss as we worked in

a theme park. We also
looked at profit, and supply and demand as we tried
to get the best deals where possible as we took the
roles of customers, greengrocers, and wholesalers in

a market place challenge.

Cooking

Undoubtedly, one of
the highlights of the
term has to have
been the cooking.

Curtains’

 Every child had the
opportunity to work as part
of a team to cook a 3 course
meal for invited guests. All
the children gained such a
lot from the experience; all
the staff involved

= complimented the children on
1) how well they worked

. U8 together and how delicious
the food was. Some lucky

& guests even came back for

% more!

N

Our production,
‘Curtains’, gave us the
opportunity to showcase ju
our acting, singing,

dancing, art and design.
The children worked really hard to put on an

amazing and entertaining performance. Well done!

Bowling and Laserguest

How fantastic that the sun came out for our picnic
and bowling trip. It was lovely to be able to have
the opportunity to relax and have fun with the
children. Everyone (even the adults) said how much
they enjoyed it.

Mrs Haden and ! would like to wish all the children all the very best as they

move on up to secondary school. Keep in touch.

Mrs Raines






