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Dear Parents/Carers,

First of all I would like to thank all of the Highwood g
community for the patience shown during the early (&
stages of our expansion works. From a teaching
and learning perspective, we have had minimal, if B
any, disruption to the day to day running of the
school and our positive relationship with the
construction team will ensure this continues.

Phase 1 is now complete and the modifications
to the F1 and F2 settings have been
transformational! | hope you agree from the
photographs, both inside and outside look
amazing! We are really excited about the
learning opportunities available to our children
and truly believe that being at Highwood will
give them a great start to their education.

In November, we have our annual set of prospective parent tours. | would really
appreciate parents informing their friends about our school and encourage them to
book a place if their children are starting Foundation Stage in September 2018. We
will host the following dates and time:

Tuesday 14th November at 9.30am, 1:30pm and 6pm
Thursday 16th November at 9.30am, 1:30pm and 6pm

This first half termhas flown by and this edition is packed with the exciting learning
that has taken place so far. Enjoy the read and have a restful break over half term.

Matt Hickey
Head Teacher
@headhighwood




Foundation 1 News

Mrs Richards and Miss Nunn

Welcome to our first Foundation 1 News this term! We have had a very busy first half term. The
staff have worked hard to create an inviting learning space for the children to explore and use.
With 27 new F1 children starting this term we have spent the first few weeks allowing them time
to settle and to get to know the other children and staff.

Our Topic this term was “how are we unique?". To begin or topic
we have all made boxes about ourselves. The children have
enjoyed bringing them in and sharing them with our new friends.
It is a great way for everyone to get to know each other and to
find out what we like to do.

We looked at the book 'Goldilocks and the three bears'. The
children enjoyed listening to the story. Our listening skills are
GOLOILOGHS ) already starting to improvel The children then had the
oo toed | opportunity to retell the story using props. We have had great
fun taking on new roles and some of the children make very
scary bears! We also looked at size and the vocabulary that can
be used to describe how big something is. Mrs Walker taught us
a new song all about the story too. To help us remember it has
actions.

We have also been completing lots of different fine
motor activities to strengthen our muscles ready for
writing. Some of the activities include using tweezers,
threading beads, screwing bolts and screws together.
We are looking forward to starting squiggle whilst you
wriggle after the half term to continue this work.

We have been looking at Autumn and all of the wonderful
natural changes that happen around us. We looked at some
Percy Park Keeper books and will be looking at how things
grow and change. Along with this we will look at how we have
changed from when we were babies.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward
to another busy but enjoyable half term in Foundation 1!
)



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Parker

Welcome to our first Foundation 2 News this term! We have had a very busy first half of the
term, ensuring that all our children settle into their new classrooms. We have also had some new
F2 children start with us so we have been very busy making new friends!

Our Topic this term is "What makes us unique?” so the
children have been observing ways that we are the same and
also ways that we are different. They enjoyed making paper
chains, which they designed themselves and then linked them
together with their friends.

SIALout L

We had a very interesting Road Safety show from Louis

Taylor. He talked to the children about ways to keep safe
2\ when walking across a road. The children enjoyed listening
to Louis and his puppet. They understood how important it
is to hold hands with a grown-up, stop, look and listen.

The children have enjoyed comparing themselves to —
others. We looked at the tallest and smallest people in g™

the World and then we measured ourselves against them.

Exciting news! Our new outdoor area is taking shape and
we are all thrilled about going outside to use it. There will
be lots of opportunities for the children to develop their
The children also looked at physical, imaginative and creative sides. Please feel free
themselves in mirrors and drew to have a look!
self-portraits which have been

displayed in the F2 corridor.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us and we
look forward to another busy but enjoyable half-term in
Foundation 2!




Year 1 News - Autumn 1

Miss Abbott,
Miss Amor & Miss Walker

What a fantastic start the children have had to Year 1! I have been so impressed how smoothly they
have made the transition from Foundation to KS1 and I am very proud of each and every one of them
for working so hard. The children have greatly enjoyed this term’'s topic so far and I hope they have
been impressing you with their expert knowledge of bicycles! Have a lovely half term! Miss Abbott :)

WBhy do pecople ride bicycles?

Settling in
During our first week in Year 1, the
children did lots of work on our

learning behaviours. One of their
favourite activities is playing parachute
games where they learnt the importance
of teamwork. We also did some fun
group activities such as building a

I marshmallow tower and finding things in
the classroom by doing

a scavenger hunt,
looking for coloured dots. By
playing a 'getting to know you'
game, the children found out
about each other's favourite
things whilst developing their independence
skills.

English

This term we have been reading the story

Ruetin Muke

MRS ARMITAGE
on Wheels

‘Mrs Armitage on wheels' to link

with our topic on bicycles. We
started by reading the story and then retelling
it by putting pictures into the correct order.
\ Then the class used actions fo be able to

k. y verbally retell the whole story. We have also

: learnt about writing a sentence by making sure
we say the sentence aloud before we write it down as well
as including adjectives and the correct punctuation!
Year 1's creative skills really flourished
when they designed imaginative objects to ,Q
go onto their own bicycles, such as a fire )
boosts, fidget spinner horn and
sparkly, spotty nightlights. Some
of the children then presented
their team's ideas to the class before working on
their own designs.

> Lies,

Maths

L | l » i by | This term has focussed on number and then children have

worked hard to be able to improve their counting and

4

number recognition. Using a range of objects, the children
have practiced writing numbers in figures
and words as well as counting out the
correct number of objects to match.

.

5

L

We have also worked on ordering

numbers and counting forwards and
backwards to 100 using number lines - i
and number squares and then without )

any prompts at alll

Topic and Science

The children started off our topic
lessons by asking questions of things they wanted to know
or find out about bicycles. They then used books and ICT
to find some of the answers. Using atlases, the class have
developed their maps skills by locating countries of the
United Kingdom. Recently the children used

their chronological understanding to show a

timeline of the history of bicycles.

In science we have been learning about N
materials and the children have sorted objects in to the
dif ferent materials as well as understanding the

difference between an object and

the material it is made of.

.

Follow us on Twitter
@HighwoodPrimYri




Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Kearney, Mrs Wildey

Was the Great Fire of London a total disaster?

This half-term has flown byl The children
have started to settle into year 2 well and
seem to be really enjoying school. They
have shown great enthusiasm for our topic
and already have lots of useful knowledge
about the Great Fire of London. This half-
term we have been focusing on writing to
inform in Literacy. The children have retold
the events of the Great Fire of London.
They have even written in
role as Samuel Pepys to
write a diary of events!

We started off the term by looking at non-
fiction texts about the Great Fire and
sequenced pictures of the events on a
timeline. Then we wrote our own sentences
about the pictures in the book. To help
make our sentences more interesting we
learnt about adjectives to describe the
fire, as well as the people and their
emotions. We really tried to empathise with
Samuel Pepys when writing in role. We
re-lived the day the fire
started from his point of
view and acted it out
through drama. The children
were excellent atg
understanding his emotions.

As one of our ftrip activities, the children
have had a visit from the firemen this half-
term. They asked them lots of exciting
questions and learnt lots about fire safety.

We have been learning all about place value
in maths. We learned our number bonds to
20 and the children are starting to learn
the related subtraction facts. It would be
great if you could continue this at
home. We have learnt about how
you can write numbers up to 100
as words. The children have also
learnt how to show numbers in
different representations,

including numicon, dienes and

money. They have compared num-
bers using the < > = symbols.

We have also been looking for patterns in
maths. The children have been consolidating
their ability to count in 2s, 5s and 10s.
They have learnt how to write multiplication
as a repeated addition pattern. They have
also been looking at the relationship
between multiplication and division and are
now able to undo a multiplication using
division.

As Scientists, we have been
learning all about different

materials and linking this to .
materials in 1666, particularly wooden
houses. Can vyour child tell you the
properties of different materials from
around your home?

We have had a fantastic half-term and I
cannot wait for next half-term. Well done
Year 2, see you soon!



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Turnbull
& Mrs Vickery

What was life like for a Roman child?

Our first half term in KS2 is complete. This half term we’ve been trying really hard to be independent.

Read on to see all the exciting things we have been up to.

LITERACY SCIENCE
This tetjm we used the St°_r9_' of Rf)mulus and. This half term we have been investigating
Remus to inspire our own writing. First we studied arets: Wl v ook e ot thal o
and learnt the story. We discussed how Rome got Co
it’s name and thought about how stories change are attracted to magnets and tested to see how

as they are passed down orally. Then we thought
about origin stories for Highwood. We decided on
our setting and chose our characters. Then we

strong they are. We have researched which
materials a magnet can attract through and

thought about the poles. Using our creativity and
planned and wrote our stories. There was some ) . ) ¥
- o g =10, reflection skills we also considered the positives
wonderfully creative writing. Now we’re thinking , ! ;
about reading aloud our writing and setting the and negatives of having magnetic hands.
right
mood.

TOPIC

MATHS : In t?pic we have been .thinking about what life

o was like for a Roman child. We have found where
Italy and Rome are on a map and looked at the
spread of the Roman Empire. After placing the

Romans in a timeline, we looked at how only very

rich boys got to go to school. Then we looked at

Roman houses and thought about the main
features of the villas. In Art we have been looking

at mosaics.

In maths we’ve been looking at numbers up to
1000. We have been writing and reading them
and using equipment to help consolidate our place
value. We have looked at mental strategies and
practised bridging over 10 and 100. Now we have
been looking at using formal column methods for
addition and subtraction. With our times tables we
have been thinking about the inverse division facts
we know.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYear3




Year 4 News

Teacher: Mr Allaway

Welcome to the first edition of the Year 4 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a
fantastic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning
going on. Please read on to find out more!

Which of our senses is the most important? place value. They learned how to round numbers to
the nearest 10, 100 and 1000 as well as how to
order large numbers. Linking to

To begin answering our

question, we explored

Ehe dijerent olind=ioe our sense of touch, we looked at

ERS R T negative numbers and how

Slaoreuna iy - created temperature can plummet below
a detailed list and then
used them in our writing. Year 4
then looked at how different

animals have unique senses that

zero. We are able to count s

backwards past zero and even “
find the difference between
negative and positive numbers.

help them to stay safe, hunt for English

EIRECE. make sense ‘of the worid We have been learning about ‘writing to inform’

EREEther. We learned somie and have created our own animal fact files. We

interesting facts such as, ‘a dog can
hear sounds as high as 40,000 Hz’

and ‘a falcon can see an object from

learned how to add in description using adjective
and participle noun phrases, determiners and
powerful verbs.

1.5 Km’. In our science lessons we
A investigated how well our senses
" worked by blindfolding each other
and touching different objects to
different parts of our body. We
discovered that our hands and lips
were much more sensitive than our

back and feet. We experimented with o our hear-

Meeting a guide dog!

ing in the playground and
A highlight of the half term was meeting Kashmir,
an experienced guide dog, and her owner Jenny.

discovered we can hear much
further when everyone .. °

speaks at the same We learned all about how people overcome the

time rather than difficulty of losing a sense.

separately.

Maths @Highwood

PrimYr4

In maths this term the children have

; spent a lot of time looking at numbers and

/ look forward to continuing this hard work after half term! M Vi Auaxway



Year 5

News

Autumn 1 2017

Team: Mr Anderson, Mrs Raines,
Mrs Anil & Miss Rajput.

Welcome to the first edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a
fantastic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning

going on. Please read on to find out more!

Literacy - Firework Maker’s Daughter.

The book 'The Firework Makers Daughter’ by Philip Pullman
addresses a dilemma that a young Chinese girl called Lila
faces when she realises she has to climb a mountain and face
a fire filend to become a true firework
maker. The children have been making
use of the senses to write about
imagined settings, we have also
focussed on character roles. Mrs Raines

has used a variety of retrieval exercises

to develop comprehension skills and we

in the
situations of each character to

have put ourselves

| feel empathy for them when
- | faced with difficult decisions.

Maths - Place Value and Patterns

Our maths lessons this half term have
) really supported us in learming about
space. We have been looking at the
place value of numbers up to and
beyond 1,000,000 as well as counting
beyond zero

(negative 1, neg-[

/ ative 2, etc.) and g

o usnadiitn g
numbers to different degrees of
accuracy. We have designed decimal

games, written our own number

Music - eRAPtions. In Music we have been thinking
started with
brainstorming words and then thought about how we would

carefully about Volcanic eruptions, we
represent each stage of the eruption. We then thought
carefully about which
representing that particular stage. We wrote Volcano Raps

instruments would be best for
and poems using the vocabulary and literacy skills learnt this
half term to help us.

PE - Pyroclastic, Gymnastic. This half term the children

have been improving their gymnastic skills, Mr Edwards has

been monitoring their progress and teaching them new skills
to improve their EXPLOSIVE routines.

Geography/Topic - Has the Earth finished growing
We enjoyed making Papier-Mache

Volcanoes for our
homework project and we also worked on our mixing of

colours to paint them in a realistic way. Then they were ready

We mixed

to test out using our science knowledge.
bicarbonate of soda with vinegar and
stood back to see the reaction! It was
great to see the volcanoes in action;|
however, we were also curious to find out
why some eruptions were better than &
others. We then tested the amount of
carbon dioxide gas that was released
using balloons over plastic bottles. We
still have some thinking to do about the m
best ratio of bicarbonate of soda to \; 1) v/\
vinegar though.

We have done some thinking about whether the earth has
finished growing. If you want to know our thoughts, just ask!



Year 6 News

Teacher: Mr Pearce & Mrs Haden

Welcome to the first newsletter for Year 6. Although we have only been back in school a matter of

weeks, we have already achieved a lot. Our topic this term is, ‘How often are things discovered for the

first time’, and we have been thinking about this through English and Science.

English

In English, we have been studying a
fantastic book, ‘Skellig’ by David
Almond. It is a story about a boy
who discovers a unique (and

the text, we have been investigating
how an author hooks a reader as
well as using the events of the story

to create persuasive adverts that

put a positive spin on a negative house. We are currently
working on a newspaper report based on Michael and
Mina’s finding of the creature in the story where we are
going to apply our learning of the passive voice, direct
and reported speech and shifts in formality.

Maths

So far in maths, the children have been securing their
understanding of place value. They have been learning
how to read, write and compare large numbers (up to
10,000,000) and numbers with 3 decimal places. Over
the last two weeks, they have been exploring different
methods of addition and subtraction and making
decisions about when to use mental methods or when to
use a more formal method. Our latest unit has been
looking at number patterns and how we can find any
term in a sequence through finding the “nth” term.

Science

If someone discov-
ers a new living

A |

) AGMIX
thing (for the first ,‘ /;\\ ‘ >< A
time), how might ~ &~ ‘

they name it? ; B)A ( \l' “ XAO
With this question : :

mind, the children R

have been looking at the classification and naming of
living things. They have found out about: the different
kingdoms; how Linnaeus came up with his binominal
classification; features of different classes of animals. Cur-
rently, we are doing an experiment to see what condi-
tions enable mould to grow the most.

Geography & History

RARTORAAARAN A A
We have been look-

Main Activity

ing at the Ancient
Maya and where
and when their civi-
lization grew. The

pupils have inde-

pendently been in-

vestigating the cli-
mate of Central America and what contributes to this
climate.

P.E

This term the children have enjoyed learning some very
energetic dances in Zumba. | have been amazed at the
speed at which they have learnt the steps, and with their
enthusiasm.

Times Tables

Year 6 have started using Times Table Rock Stars to
practise and test their times table knowledge. Through
practising online, the Year 6s
(and now joined by the Year
5s) have set the fastest
mean speed in a 30 mile

Nearby Record Labels

Closest within a 30 mile radius

radius! Well done Highwood!

Record Label Mean Speed
(s/q)

Highwood Primary School, 326

Reading

Reddam House Berkshire 385

Wildridings Primary School 437



Speech and Language Resource News

Mrs Godfrey & Mr Bevan
Mrs Payne, Mrs Wright & Mrs Henry

This term, both resource classes are working on the Key Question ‘what Makes Animals Amazing?” in Litera-
¢y, starting with the book ‘Meerkat Mail”. it's beew really wnice to be able to work as a whole Resouree team to-

gether and it's something we'll be Looking to do wore. tt's also a time whew we say goodbye to Mrs Henry. She
has worked in the Resource for many, many years and she will be really missed by both staff and children.

Willow News Maple News
Literacy Literacy
We have This term the children have started on
written the great form! They loved the story of
story of Meerkat Mail and working with Willow
Meerkat Resource to retell the story!
Mail and also postcards to Mrs Walk-

er, just like Sunny wrote in the book!
Mrs Walker has written back, but she made some mis-
takes that we needed to spot. Through this work the
children have done some brilliant reflection on how
they are meeting their writing targets. Look out for
some animal cooking in the last week of this half term
and some fact file and Top Trumps work after our
Resource Trip to The Living Rainforest.

Maths - Investigating Number Systems and Pattern
q : Sniffing

The children have done lots of activities for under-
standing numbers and place value for 2 digit numbers
this half term. They have made numbers with Numi-
con, Diennes, bead strings, unifix cubes on 100
squares and number lines and written numbers in dig-
its and words. Every Friday we like to put our under-
standing to the test with a problem solving activity.
The children especially enjoyed making robot mon-
sters of different sizes and using Numicon to calculate
the total heights. In pattern sniffing, we have been
spotting patterns related to the 2, 5 and 10 times ta-
bles.

The children then invented their own
characters and have written
their own stories such as
_ ‘Rat Mail’ or ‘Tiger Mail’!
They then used the iPads to
publish their stories and
4 turn them into real books
for the KS1 classes to share.
We're now looking forward to completing some non-
fiction work in the second half of the term and
becoming ‘animal experts’!

Maths - Investigating Number Systems and Pattern
Sniffing

The first half of term has
gone well for the children.

We have re-capped previ-
ous learning and really built

on this with a slightly differ-
ent approach to our Maths
work. The children have

been expected to really explain their understanding
and reasons for finding answers and | believe it’s had
a really positive effect on their learning. I've definitely
seen a change in their ability to complete problem
solving activities which is an area that they have all
found challenging in the past.




PE/Sports News

Sports coach: Mr Edwards

Welcome to the first half term "PE & Sports
News Page” of 2017.

PE Lessons:

This half term the children have been learning about
the health, fitness and wellbeing side of PE. I have
been able to test the children's overall fitness
together with heart rate results. This has made
very interesting reading! KS1 have learnt about the
heart and its importance to keep healthy. They have
also been tfesting out the circuits in readiness for
their festing in KS2. In KS2 the children were
partnered up to encourage motivation and score
keeping and to discourage inflated figures! There
were 6 stations working dif ferent parts of the body
to gain an overall picture of the children's fitness.
All of their repetitions were recorded and input into
a data sheet. The minimum targets of total
repetitions are between 140 for yr3 and 170 for
yr6. In total, KS2 58% of children managed this
minimum standard. This is a great improvement
compared to previous years but we still have a long
way to go. That leaves 42% of the school in need of
encouragement to do more physical activity out of
school. T am happy to share your child's individual
results if you are interested. We have also been
playing football working on the skills such as control,
pass & receive, targets, positional & strategy work.

Year 6 have also had an extra session taking part in
Zumba/Dance with Miss McNulty who is leaving us
temporarily to have a baby. We wish her well and
look forward to her return in the spring. In the
meantime, Miss King will be covering her classes.

I am also teaching the indoor PE to year 5. We have
started with Boccia & Kurling tournaments which
have been very exciting.

A highlight of this half term has been the effort
and enthusiasm from many of the children. In par-
ticular, I would like to mention Adrian Mohd Rizon,
Chloe Hubbucks & Harun Zafar.

Lunch & After School Clubs:

This term we have had:-

Mondays: Year 345 & 6 Tag Rugby with Mr
Allaway.

Tuesdays: Year 1 & 2s Multisports lunch & after
school club.

Thursdays: Year 3,45 & 6 House Games & 3,4, 5 &
6 Football Club after school.

Fridays: Lunchtime Zumba & open sports.

Autumn  Half Term  Matches &
Tournaments:

This half term we have had boys and girls mixed
football tournaments and WPSFA (Wokingham Pri-
mary Schools Football Association) league games.
The football after school clubs have been very busy.
Our first tournament was Boys yr 5 & 6 football
held on the Madjeski 4G pitches overlooked by the
main stadium. This was a great opportunity for us to
try many different children in many different posi-
tions in preparation for the league games. Even
though our selections were mainly experimental, the
boys still managed to hold their own against some
very strong schools.



PE/Sports News

Sports coach: Mr Edwards

Next Half Term
PE Lessons:- Tag Rugby & Hockey.

PE Kit required:-Winter Gear. Shorts, Highwood PE
T-Shirt, Black Plain Tracksuit, sturdy tfrainers or
Football Boots not plimsolls. No Earrings!

Please ensure your child has plain tracksuits,
both long trousers and long sleeved top as it

= is too cold for them this time of year to be

dressed in shorts and t-shirt! Unless it is

“9'.. heavy rain or deep snow they will still do PE

3/4 Mixed Football at Reddam House School. This
was a fantastic event with Highwood reaching the
play-off finals.

3/4 Boys Football Festival at Crosfields. Our boys
played really well finishing the day well with a bril-
liant win against local opposition!

5/6 WPSFA League. We are currently Played 2 Lost
2. This is a shame as we have a really good group of
players this year, we just need to work as a team!

Miss Hartgrove took our Yr 5/6 Netballers to the
qualifiers at Beechwood Primary. They did fantasti-
cally well doubling their goal total from last year.

" outdoors. Too many children are expecting to
> do PE without long sleeves and trousers.

Mr Edwards Message For The Half Term.

I am now in my 8th year teaching PE in Highwood Pri-
mary and in this time I have seen some amazing per-
formances and achievements. This has been largely
due to the children’s enthusiasm and working to task.
The only area I cannot help with and this is where I
need children and parents help, is that children need
to participate in more physical activities out of
school. There are many local sports clubs from Tennis,
Football, Gymnastics, Swimming, Cricket and many
more. If you wish to know more about the clubs we
have links with, please come and find me in school, T
am always happy to help. I am convinced that if we
had more children participating in sports clubs out-
side of school we can become even more successful
than we already are.

It just remains for me to wish you all a great half
term break. Stay safe.

Mr Edwards.



Miss Abbott

Welcome to the brand new MFL page! Every class in KS2 is now learning a modern foreign language and
with our new weekly master award there has never been a better time to celebrate our young linguistics!

If you do know a few words of Frangais or Espafiol please practice with your children at home!

(]
Spanish
Year 6 and 5 have been having French lessons Year 3 and 4 have got off o a super start with

on a Thursday afternoon. So far they have been  their Spanish lessons building on their already
practicing their numbers to

fantastic skills of this great language. We

12, greetings including s‘ " started learning

‘Comment ca va?' and how to say how

we are feeling

also revising the wor'ds for and used drama

family. This term we have looked at French Estoy y “ to help us

(‘V\‘“‘“‘”U

speaking countries as the children developed remember the

their mapping skills. They were surprised to tricky words!

find so many countries where French is spoken!

Using a very jazzy song we ¢ K ( equ/s/

learnt how to say the
alphabet and then created
our own alphabet posters

using the words we al-

ready know.

We have also learnt the
alphabet in French and enjoyed playing 'Le jeu,
le pendu’ (hangmanl) More recently the children
have enjoyed singing along to

the song 'Leon le chameleon’

as they learnt 'Les couleurs'l

MrL MFL MASTERS

‘ As part of celebration assembly ona

E—l In.:‘_ :l

Friday there is now a '"MFL Master' award. Thisis .. language.

given to the pupil in the school who has really flore are some-of-thisaeri's

impressed me with their attitude to learning a

polyglots in the making!



It has been a busy, fun and exciting term at the Family Centre as sessions are coming to a close for my first half term
here at Highwood. We are hoping that English and Maths courses will run here next term so keep a look out for
information and dates. We are also talking to adult learning at Wokingham about running some new courses, so if you
have anything you would particularly like to see, please do get in touch.

As always, our Tuesday morning stay and play is lots of fun. It runs weekly from 9-10.am. This is for any parents or
carers who have younger preschool children and includes toy, craft, a snack and a song session. It is a great
introduction to the school for young children who will be attending in the future.

Please drop in to say Hi, especially those of you | haven't met yet.

After the half term | will be setting up a Friday coffee morning for Foundation Stage parents. Please keep a look out for
more information and come and join us for some Friday Feeling coffee. This is a great way to meet other parents whose
children have recently joined the school. Younger siblings are welcome to join us!

Please follow me on twitter — @HighwoodPrimPSA As well as keeping up to date with the latest sessions, | also often
post up links to different ideas and activities to do with children.




FRIENDS OF HIGHWOOD

Friends of Highwood have loved using our new logo for all communication. Look out for it when we
send letters home and put up posters around school!

At the beginning of term, we enjoyed welcoming all the Foundation parents to the school and
giving them the opportunity to meet each other at an afternoon tea. It was lovely to see all the

parents mingling and meeting each other. What a lovely atmosphere to start the year.

Friends of Highwood held our AGM and it was lovely to see a few new faces there. We re-elected our
committee and planned some exciting events for the year. Do keep your eyes on the noticeboard in the KS2
playground, as this is kept updated with photos and events.

We have just held our biggest film night ever with over 125 pupils attending and 3 films showing. The
children all enjoyed having a choice and all three films were popular. What a lovely afternoon we all had.

Starting next half term, we will be holding second hand uniform sales on the last Thursday before a
holiday, from 3pm — 3.40pm, with the first sale on Thursday 14" December. We will be selling school '
trousers, skirts, dresses, logoed jumpers and cardigans, as well as a few items of PE kit. We currently
have items ranging from age 3 up to age 11. We would appreciate any donations that you may have

at home. Please either pass to one of our members or hand it into the school office.

_~ Also after half term we will be selling tickets for the firework display put on by 1°* Woodley Scouts at Rivermead

27" Primary School on Friday 3 November. Look out for the posters advertising it popping up soon.

S
Next half term we are also having the children’s entertainer Bertie Slippers come to school on Thursday 165 \':
November. This proves to be a fun and enjoyable hour for the children. The booking form will be available :
after half term.

After half term we are also ramping up for the Winter Fair. You should have already received our letter about the
Jolly Jam Jars Competition. We are asking you to fill glass (or plastic) jars with small prizes, such as sweets and
small toys, hair bands, etc. Last year we had an amazingly huge response and we are hoping to better it this year.
The current Year 1 class were the winners last year with over 80 jars from just that one class. Will another class be
able to beat them this year?

Finally remember to come to the Winter fair on Saturday 9" December. It is sure to be a fantastic festive atmosphere with
lots of stalls, games, prizes to be won and of course the big fella himself will be making an appearance.

Raffle tickets will be coming home during November, with some amazing prizes as usual. ’m v
&
Thanks for your continued support, H’kN K
Friends of Highwood (FOH) 70\) n Find us on:
facebook.




Diary Dates

Monday 23" October to Friday 27" October

HALF TERM SCHOOL CLOSED

Friday 3" November 2017

Non-uniform day for donations for the Winter Fayre

Monday 6" to Friday 10" November 2017

Year 6 Trip to Marchants Hill

Monday 6™ November 2017

Year 1 Maths parent workshop —3.30 to 4.30pm

Tuesday 7" November 2017

Year 2 Maths parent workshop —3.30 to 4.30pm

Friday 10" November 2017

F2 Maths parent workshop — 3.30 to 4.30pm

Monday 13" November 2017

Foundation SPLAT—1.30pm
Year 3 Maths parent workshop —3.30 to 4.30pm

Tuesday 14" November 2017

New Parent Tours —9.30am, 1.30pm & 6pm
KS1 SPLAT —1.30pm

Wednesday 15" November 2017

Children’s individual photos
KS2 SPLAT —1.30pm

Thursday 16™ November 2017

New Parent Tours —9.30am, 1.30pm & 6pm
FOH ‘Bertie Slipper’ Magician show — after school

Friday 17" November 2017

Non-uniform day for donations for the Winter Fayre

Wednesday 22"™ November 2017

Parents evening —3.30pm to 6pm

Thursday 23™ November

Parents evening —5pm to 8pm

Tuesday 5" December 2017

KS1 performance — morning

Wednesday 6" December 2017

KS1 performance - afternoon

Thursday 7™ December 2017

FS/KS1 Production — morning (Foundation priority tickets)
Year 6 Maths workshop — 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Saturday 9" December 2017

FOH Winter Fayre —10am to 12pm

Tuesday 19" December 2017

Last Day of Term

Wed 20" December to Tuesday 2™ Jan 2018

Christmas Holidays

Wednesday 3 January 2018

INSET DAY — SCHOOL CLOSED

Thursday 4™ January 2018

Start of the Spring Term

Significant forthcoming events

Foundation SPLAT — Tuesday 6™ March 2018 — 1.30pm

KS1 SPLAT —Thursday 8" March 2018 - 1.30pm

KS2 SPLAT — Monday 12" March 2018

Year 3 & 4 Production — Wednesday 21% — afternoon & Thursday 22" March 2018 - evening
KS1 SPLAT — Tuesday 12" June 2018 — 1.30pm

Foundation SPLAT — Wednesday 13" June 2018- 1.30pm

KS2 SPLAT — Tuesday 19" June 2018 — 1.30pm

KS2 Sports Day — Tuesday 26" June 2018 - morning

F2/KS1 Sports Day — Thursday 28" June 2018 - morning

Year 5 & 6 Production — Wednesday 11" & Thursday 12 July 2018 - evening



