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Foundation 1 News

Mrs Richards and Miss Nunn

We have had a very busy second half to the Autumn term. The children have all settled in well and
are enjoying exploring the indoor and outdoor environments within the setting. The children have
built good relationships with each other and with the adults in F1 and are having lots of fun
engaging in new experiences.

This half term we have been continuing with our 'How are we
unique?' topic. As part of this we have been learning about
different celebrations which families take part in and celebrate.
This included Diwali, where the children learnt all about the
festival of light and enjoyed learning about the story of Rama
and Sita. They also made their own Diya lamps out of clay and
then decorated them. Children who celebrated Diwali shared
their experiences and spoke all about their celebrations at home.

We have also been exploring different types of messy plays. We have
been exploring different textures and learning about the words we
could use to describe the texture of things. The children used their
senses to explore the messy play and speak about what they could see,
smell and feel. We have so far explored different coloured rice,
spaghetti, oats, flour, shaving foam, lentils and bubble play.

The children have been continuing to develop the
muscles in their hands by participating with 'Dough
Disco’ where they use play dough to manipulate
along to music and action songs in order fto
strengthen their hand muscles. Following on from
this, they have been practicing their mark making
skills and pen control.

We had a special visit this half ferm from Mrs Galpin, who is from
R.E Inspired. She came along to teach the children all about the
meaning of Christmas and the story behind it. The children enjoyed
learning about the birth of Baby Jesus and they got really engaged
with the story. They then participated with lots of different
Christmas activities with Mrs Galpin during her visit to F1.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during the second half of this term
and we look forward to welcoming the children back in the New Year!
Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week!
@HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker & Mrs Robinson

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this term! We have been really busy continu-
ing with our topic "What makes us unique?” and with all our other learning - take a look!

We started the half term enjoying the story 'Pumpkin soup.
Making pumpkin soup and pumpkin muffins! The F2 children
enjoyed eating them! We also learnt about Diwali, the festival
of light and harvest festival. The children showed pictures
and talked about special events that take place with their

families. We made firework pictures using the purple mash

program on the iPads.

In maths the F2 children have been learning about sequencing
They have been using unifix cubes to make a 2 colour repeated
pattern and a 3 colour repeating patternl We introduced
Numicon and the children have been practising their addition.
The children have also been learning about measuring, they
have measured their feet and comparing the length of differ-
ent items found around school.

In topic, we have found out about the growing cycle of pumpkins as well
as observing and measuring them. The children also got the opportunity
to write a letter to Father Christmas, we are hoping for a reply before
the end of term. There were some interesting presents requested.| The
children have also written list of yummy food they would like for a party.

The children had the opportunity to show off their singing and
dancing during the Christmas concert. They all looked lovely in
their outfits and were amazing in the hall in front of all the
parents!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half ferm and we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year!

Twitter: @HighwoodPrimFS



Year 1 News - Autumn 2

Miss Abbott,
Miss Amor & Miss Walker

Another great half term for Year 1 and we have packed so much learning and activities into the last 7
weeks! All the children have worked incredibly hard and should be very proud of their efforts, especially
with the fantastic Nativity performance. Now, time to relax, unwind and enjoy the festive break! @

Why do pecple ride bicycles?

English

Non-fiction has been our

focus this half term and
we started by exploring
what non-fiction actually
means. Using both story
and information books, the
children compared the differences
and similarities and used Venn dia-
grams to show what they had
found out. Next we looked more
closely at the features of non-

fiction texts and worked in
teams to find the contents
page, index and glossary in our own topic books. Now the
children were non-fiction experts, we started to plan our

own topic books focusing on the exciting Tour de Highwood. [[JIlIlIIIE

Entitling our mini books 'Racing bikes' the children wrote
introductions as well as different sections on 'How to ride
a bike' and 'preparing for the race’. We even used ICT to
create a labelled diagram for one of the pages and used a

search engine to choose images for some of the other sec-

tions.

By James and Gracie

Maihs

Year 1 have worked so hard in

maths this term, learning all
about calculation. We started \
off by finding out one more 3 <
and one less than a given }%
number to 100 and used 100 il

squares to help us 'jump’ forwards and backwards along the
squares. The children then learnt about addition and used
different resources to add 1 and 2-digit numbers to 20.

Using Numicon and balance scales we then looked at what

==Y

the equals sign means so we could
solve missing number problems.
Recently the children have been
learning how to subtract numbers
using 3 different methods.

Year 1
Bike show
and race

It was a rather chilly morning when the

children donned their helmets and
climbed onto their bikes and scooters
for the brilliant bike show and race.
They took to the catwalk in style to
show off their skills and moves and

, showed per-
severance in
teamwork in
the races.
What a fun
morning!

Follow us on Twitter to find out more about

, what Year 1 are up to. @HighwoodPrimYr1



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Wildey & Mrs Kearney

Was the Great Fire of London a total disaster?

7 weeks have whizzed by. A lot has hap-
pened this half-term.

‘ But first things first, a big thank
Sy w7 You to all the parents who helped
/\( our Nativity play to be a success by
providing the children's costumes.
All the children looked fantastic. They
worked hard over the last four weeks to
make the play a success and persevered
with their singing and acting.

The children have persevered this half
term to learn all about the Great Fire of
London and continue to build upon their
knowledge. They now have a secure under-
standing of the events and how the fire im-
- pacted on Britain. In ICT the
A" children have recreated the
B cvents of the Great Fire of Lon-
don on a storyboard. The children
have also created their own Tu-
dor houses whilst thinking about
materials during that time period.
They look brilliant!

We continued to learn about animals, in-
cluding humans and what we need in order
to survive and thrive. The children
have learnt about a range of off-
spring and have matched them to
the adults. They have also learnt
about different types of animals.

In Maths we have learnt a few concepts
based around addition and subtraction. The
children have begun to use inverse opera-

tions to check the work of others. They all
now have a method for completing additions
and subtractions confidently. Perhaps they
can show you this at home ‘

over Christmas. They have .H!B
used their methods in con- .R"B°

text to help them problem
solve.

In literacy, Year 2 have been looking at
writing to entertain. We have continued our
work on Toby and the Great Fire of London.
The children designed and described a new
Tudor character to include in the story.
They then discussed the events of the
Great Fire and eventually the children inno-
vated the story to include their character.
We shared our stories in a story time
lesson. Some of their versions were fantas-
ticl

In the final week of Ter‘m,v
Santa visited us and left a'\ s
mysterious box in the middle%
of the carpet. Inside was aL
present for Year 2! It was a
magical Christmas book! We are looking
forward to reading all of the wonderful
stories inside.

A huge thank you fo all of the parents who
came to the SPLAT afternoon. We are look-
ing forward to seeing you again at the next
onel

Wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas
holidays.
Twitter: @HighwoodPrimYr2



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove & Mrs Turnbull

We have completed our first term in Year 3. We are getting used to being part of KS2 now and have

been trying to use our teamwork skills and finding out ‘What was life like as a Roman child?’.

LITERACY

This term we have looked at non-fiction texts. We
retrieved facts from information texts and looked
at lots of books to understand the features. Then
together we used our knowledge of magnets to
write a non-chronological report. After that we
used everything we knew about Romans to write
our own report. We used the computers to type
up our final copy and then
turned it into a class book.
| Then we started to look at
poetry and wrote our own
poems to enter into a com-

petition.
MATHS

In maths we’ve been continuing with our calcula-
tions. We have been using our written methods to
solve missing number problems and start to think
about the inverse relationship between addition
and subtraction. We had a great SPLAT afternoon
where the children were able to show off their
number knowledge. Then we moved onto shape
where we were identifying right angles and think-
ing about clockwise and anti-clockwise turns. Next
we learnt the difference between horizontal and
vertical lines as well as perpendicular and parallel.
We learnt a song to help us. Finally we have been
finding the perimeter of simple shapes. Also this
term we launched Times Table Rockstars that the
children have been working hard on and really
improving their scores.

SCIENCE

This half term we have been thinking about nutri-
tion within humans and ani- [T | sess

mals. First we created food
chains thinking about pro-
ducers and consumers. We

also learnt about herbivores

and carnivores. Then we thought about what hu-
mans eat and learnt about the different food

groups. We looked at food labels to see how we
can spot healthy foods and find sugar and salt

content. Then we designed our own healthy meals.

Finally we looked at how the skel-

eton helps us to move and protects
our organs. We made our own

moving skeletons and labelled the

bones.

TOPIC

In topic we have been continuing
with our Roman topic. We had a visit from ZooLab
where we met some creatures that the Romans ate
and some that inspired their stories. We had a

great time preparing for our assembly and every-

one did really well. We also looked at the Roman

Army and their soldiers. In Art we designed and

created our mosaics using small cardboard tiles;

the finished products look fantastic. In computing

we have been practising our typing skills and get-
ting used to using Microsoft Word.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYear3




Year 4 News
Autumn 2017
(Mr Allaway and Mrs Tindall.)

000%¢

SIGHT HEARING SMELL

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Year 4 news! Highlights in Year 4 this term were the

visitor, time capsule writing and our successful SPLAT day.

English - Poetry writing

This term we focussed on the senses as our main driver
across the curriculum. We have written several poems
using different models and have been learning to per-
form them in the style of a range of poets. We wrote
free verse poems based on the creative poem ‘The Mag-
ic Box’ by Kit Wright. Year 4 used their imagination to
create abstract ideas that could be placed in their mag-
ical box, including skills such as alliteration to bring
their sentences to life.

We looked at Japanese Hai-

kus, learning the specific
structure that they must
follow. Year 4 then used this
style to create interesting
poems linked to the school’s
learning behaviours that are going to be buried in the

Highwood time capsule for children to enjoy in 50

years time. We even used ICT skills to create visuals of

the learning behaviour characters to accompany the

poems.

Maths - Problem solving and geometry

In maths year 4 have been learning how to add and
subtract 4 digit numbers using written methods. The
children then used this knowledge to solve and create
their own multi step word problems. Those of you at
the SPLAT afternoon would probably agree that the

of skills 1

knowledge was quite impressive.

children’s use and

In geometry we have been looking
at the properties of 2D shapes, in-
cluding identifying different angles. }
The children have also learned how I
to identify and create symmetrical shapes and patterns
in multiple lines of symmetry. We linked this learning to
Rangoli patterns and created some visually stunning
designs.

Science - Food chains and classification

Year 4 have been leaming all about different types of

organisms and how they combine to create food

ga rat and a corn snake.

hunt, survive and navigate

chains. After some interesting discussions about which
organism would consume the other (yes, Great White

Sharks could consume a Zebra, but pg=

they’re unlikely to find one swim-
ming in the ocean!) we were able to
use scientific language to describe
them.

SPLAT

The year 4 SPLAT afternoon was very successful,
we had a good turn out of parents and it was
lovely to see parents working alongside all the
children. They were presented with a maths chal-
lenge where they had to use the skills covered this
year so far to identify where Rio was hidden on
the island. All the children had a enjoyable time,
especially when they got to show off to their par-
ents. Thank you to all of the parents who support-
ed us for this event. Because of its success, there
will be more to follow, so if you missed the first

SPLAT, then you will be more than welcome to

join us for the next one.

Visits

Year 4 were very lucky to have a visit from Zoolab
at the beginning of the term, where they got to
meet a millipede, a tarantula, a giant African land
snail, a hissing cockroach,

they use their senses to £

their habitats.

After the visit, the children did lots of excellent re-
search on their favourite animal, collecting as
many interesting facts as they could. They then
grouped these under rhetorical questions and

wrote an information text all about them.

From all of year 4, we hope you have a wonderful
Christmas. Twitter: @HighwoodPrimYear4

&




Year 5 News
Autumn 2 2017
Team: Mr Anderson, Mrs Raines,

Mrs Anil &

Has the Earth finished

Welcome to the Autumn 2 edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say
that we’ve had a fantastic term with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of
new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

Literacy - Space writing—Non Fiction

This half term we have been
finding out about the planets of

the Solar system, researching
and writing about them in a va-
riety of ways. We have linked
this to both our new Class read-
ing where we have been finding
evidence and developing our comprehension skills.
We have also used videos and a range of different
media to summarize information about the British
astronaut Tim Peake, then developing our writing,
placing the notes we made within categories and

Sub-Headings.

Our reading helped us to pick
out key information, develop
descriptions and using fronted
adverbials.

Maths - Rock stars

Our maths lessons this half
term have helped us to devel-
op our times tables skills. We learn times tables us-
ing the new Time Table Rock stars software, togeth-
er with regular paper tests to improve our average
time to answer each question. Remember you can
further improve by logging on at home. We have
also been comparing

Mrs Shakeel.

growing? - Space

Music. In Music we have been thinking carefully
about Space. We have been listening to composers
such as Holst and Jean-Michel Jarre, we have
thought carefully about what the music represents,
the sounds and then creating artwork from this.

PE - Hockey and Zumba This half term the chil-
dren have been improving their hockey skills, Mr

Edwards has been monitoring their progress and
teaching them new control skills. My class have
been fortunate to have Zumba lessons from profes-
sional dance teachers, they have been developing
their dance moves and building on them each week.

Topic/Science - Has the Earth finished growing

We enjoyed making Pa-
pier-Mache Planets, but
we have gone beyond
just making the planets
We have
been learning about the different planets and think-

themselves.

ing about how we were going to present them
through colour mixing, making comparisons to
Earth and composing music using Holst as an inspi-
ration. We will be presenting our work to our par-
ents in the final week, showcasing some of the
great teamwork and many other of our learning

behaviours.

We have also been creating moving planets within







