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Foundation 1 News

Mrs Richards, Miss Nunn, Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Miss
Chaudhary, Miss Fisher

WHY DO CHANGES HAPPEN?

We have had a very busy second half of term in F1 and have had lots of fun engaging in new
experiences and exploring further into our topic of ‘why do changes happen?’. The children have
really developed their independence skills towards the end of term and are trying really hard to do
things for themselves as well as helping each other to do things they find difficult.

The highlight of this half of the term has been our visit from
Miller's Ark, the ftravelling farm. The children were very
excited during the build up to this event and it did not
disappoint. The children got to have a fascinating hands-on
experience with some animals they may have never come across
before. They explored what the different animals ate and what
their names were as babies. They were able to feed the goats
and hold the chickens and guinea pigs.

The children have also been exploring different stories about
familiar farm animals which has enabled them to delve deeper
into this tferms fopic. One story we have been learning about is
‘The Little Red Hen'. The children experienced the process of
making and baking bread rolls (just like the hen does in the story),
learning how the dough changes consistencies through the
different stages. This story also enabled us to learn more about
what it means to be a good friend.

We have been lucky enough this half of term in F1 to be given
some tadpoles to take care of and watch grow. We have been
learning all about the life cycle of a frog and have watched our
frog spawn hatch and turn into tadpoles which was very exciting
We are looking forward to exploring into the life cycles of some
different creatures/ animals next term

oy

This half of term we also celebrated ‘World Book Day’. The children
all looked fantastic in their costumes of their favourite story
characters and had lots of fun focusing on the story of ‘Goldilocks
and the Three Bears'. We made our own porridge, learned about the
language of size and acted out the story using masks and props.

We are ending this tferm on the topic of Easter. We enjoyed a
fantastic visit from Mrs Galpin from REinspired who came in
and taught the children about the story of Easter and provided
some lovely Easter activities for the children to enjoy. We will
be doing lots of Easter craft and making our own chocolate
Easer nests... Yuml

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this term.
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker & Mrs Robinson

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this terml We have been really busy continu-
ing with our topic "Why is the sky blue?” and with all our other learning - take a look!

We started our term off with ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The
children learnt the story and used the opportunity of climbing
the beanstalk, to look at whether the 'Sky is blue' from up
there. The children did some great writing of the story and
many of the children now know the story by heart.

In maths we have revisited number, looked at shapes and
capacity as well as measuring. The children had fun
ordering beanstalks by height. They have also planted beans
that we hope will grow well in the next few weeks and the
children will learn about what a plant needs to grow.

For World Book Day the children
got to dress up as their favourite
book character. They looked
' amazing. Everyone had the oppor-
¥ tunity to listen to some of the
teachers favourite stories. F2's
focus book was 'Where the Wild
things are.'

We had a lovely day at the Winchester Science Museum, thank you so much to the parents
who helped to make it such a fun day. The children had the opportunity to try lots of hands
on science experiments and activities, including pretending they were wearing a spacesuit.
The visit to the planetarium show, where we got to look at the stars and learn about
constellations and some of the other planets, was fun as well as interesting.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look
forward to seeing you after the Easter break. Enjoy the holidays.
Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimFS



Year 1 News - Spring 2

Miss Abbott,
Miss Amor & Miss Walker

It's been a busy, but fun, term and as always the children have worked super hard. They are making great pro-

gress and really developing their skills and all the school learning behaviours. Have a lovely Easter break. @
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Will we play with the same toys when we are older?
Maths

This term we have focused on mul-

We have been learning
how to retell fairy- tiplication and the children have
tales in our Literacy learnt how to represent a multipli-
lessons and guided cation in different ways. Using dif-

reading sessions. ferent equipment such as multi-link

We focused on the story of il cubes, bead-strings, Numicon,

‘Jack and the beanstalk’ and

began by reading and - d lication as groups of, lots of and arrays.
gan by g Soszamuig 7 groups of y

o~

coins and sorting hoops, the children showed multi-

re-ordering the story.

| Next it was time for some drama
as the children re-enacted parts
of the story and used freeze
frames to explore the characters

and feelings.

We also used Lego to build models
of different scenes in the story. We LEGOLANP
ll then used a story map
 to breakdown the

Our highlight this term has
to be the fantastic trip to
Legoland Windsor. We

started the day with a tour

story and then retell

it in sections. When

the children were confident we around Miniland followed by

‘Around the world in 80 bricks'’

workshop where the children

started writing the story using
storyboards to help us plan our

writing. We then used our creative

: had to build
skills to change parts of the story natural or
/-\X“ as the children * e
- ~@ ) i
vy 1@.( Wﬁ wrote their landmarks
e "

3 .~  own version called ‘Sophie and
38 s SS T )
G:“ % y £ the Sunflower’. The children

from all seven continents! After lunch we got to

explore the park and the rides. It was a super fun

(\:, ? :}:3;1 used adjectives, wow words and day out!

time connectives in their

L T
o ®r ":,'%@.’«'T{‘ writing. ,
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Follow us on Twitter to find out more about what
Year 1 are up to. @HighwoodPrimYyri

°

-+



Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Kearney, Mrs Wildey

‘If we all live on the same planet, why are our cultures the same as some, but different to

others?
Our learning has continued to focus on our topic villagers not to let the vicious
'If we all live on the same planet, why are our tiger out of the

cultures the same as some, but different to oth- cage! More recently, we have

) R .
ers? been focusing on a nonfiction

SPLAT text, ‘The Tiger and the Wise
Man' The children loved the

Wealile e 89 vatelr vt was QbR LR simplicity of the story and many realised that

our SPLAT event this term. It was lovely to see complex language: does oK
parents reading to their children and taking real ways make a good book. They
explored the character and his
emotions and even wrote in role
from the Wise Man's point of
view. Through this text, they

produced some of their best

enjoyment in this. | am pleased to say that our
Highwood Sharing Stories -
Project seems to have been a
massive success so far, with
all of the books being taken
in the first week - thank you!

work yet!
We hope you are enjoying
the selection of books. Any feedback would be
greatly appreciated. Science
Maths This term we have learnt all about animals and

their habitats. The children have learnt about a
range of habitats and the sorts of animals that
live in them. We have also learnt all about the
differences between things that are living, non-

This term Year 2 have explored many different
areas of the maths curriculum, in-
cluding shape, fractions, odds and
evens, drithmetic and time. They
particularly enjoyed learning about living and have never been alive. They can now
explain the difference between different types of
habitats and the animals which live in them. We
have looked at basic

on statistics the children created tally charts, pic- food chains. The chil-
fa- dren can now explain

time in recent weeks and seem to

have grasped the concept of telling
and writing the time with ease! During our work

tograms and block graphs to show their
that all plants are pro-

ducers and those that /

vourite character, animal and more!

Literacy eat them are consum-
Year 2 have blown us away with some of their ers.

Literacy work this term! They really embraced our

key texts which we used to learn all about India. ,
They wrote some fantastic pieces to persuade the

@HighwoodPrimYr2



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Turnbull

& Mrs Render

A very busy half-term has seen us continue with our question, ‘What would happer if we ran out of

water?’ | was also impressed with how well they did ir the Year 3 and 4 production.

LITERACY

In literacy this term we have been
writing persuasive letters. After look-
ing at what it means to be persuasive
we wrote letters to our local council-
lor asking her to help reduce the
amount of plastic we use.
We had a great SPLAT afternoon
linked to writing where the children
were able to show off their creative
writing skills.
On World Book day we dressed up in

e i fantastic costumes
R and then explored
the picture book
‘The Stone Lion.’

MATHS

In maths we have been using our
times table knowledge to help multi-
ply and divide numbers bigger than
the times tables. We have been think-
ing about using different methods to
solve problems. Then we used our
number 1
knowledge to
help solve word H& & |
problems.

SCIENCE
In science we have been looking at
plants and what each of the different
parts are for. We have designed and
carried out our own
experiments.
We also had visits
from some engi-

neers. They explained what they do
for a living and showed us some inter-
esting experiments that they do.
TOPIC

We continued with our topic on water
and looked at cities around the world
that are running out of water. We
then looked at the
River Nile and the im-
portant role it played
in the lives of the an-

cient Egyptians.
PRODUCTION

The children took part in our year 3

and 4 production of ‘Highwood
through the ages: a musical medley.’
They worked really hard and did
some fantastic singing, dancing and
acting.

%
;

Follow us on Twitter, @HighwoodPrimYear3

""'J‘m‘
(™
“‘-_|" & ‘;
T



Year 4 News

Spring 2

Mr Allaway and Mrs Tindall.

We have contirued to explore our questior ‘Has the inventior of flight had a positive impact on the

world?’ and ar interesting visit from a flying explorer, Christy Huffington—-Brouge!

English—Adventure stories

After a disastrous
mix up with lug-
gage, year 4 end- %
ed up with a case ' {
belonging to an
explorer named
Christy. The chil-
dren decided that
the most responsible option of course was not to
return it to the delivery company, but to root
through the contents looking for clues! After some
deduction, the children were able to make contact
with Christy and invited her in to collect her be-
longings. This chance meeting has led to some ex-
citing writing, with the children creating adventure
stories that Christy can add to her upcoming nov-
el.

Maths - Fractions and problem solving

In maths we have been spending a lot of time ex-

ploring fractions. The children were able to work

together to teach each other how to find fractions

and solve problems involving them. We learned
_ = ¥

about area and perimeter,

creating our own 2D crea-

?
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tures for our mathematl-]\
cal zoo and solving com-
plex problems.

Music

in music the children have been learning to play
the Cornet with Mr Ransom from Berkshire Maes-

—_—

m tros, this will be con-
tinuing next term. it
- ‘ has been fantastic to

cited to use the instru-
% ments and they are

slowly moving from just noise to tuneful perfor-
mances.

Topic—Engineering

| The children were very lucky this term to have vis-

its from three different engineers. They explored

. what an engineer does in their job and learned

what they need in order to become one in the fu-
ture. They were then ]
able to use this
knowledge to help our
explorer friend with an-
other problem she had,
how to help disabled
people explore the Ama-

zon jungle. The children created designs for devices
that would support people with a range of disabili-
ties and wrote letters to persuade people to devel-
op their products. They then entered this into a
competition for the Primary Engineers Programme
so fingers crossed!

Highwood through the ages

The main event this half term which involved both
Years 3 and 4, was that of the musical production.
The children performed on three occasions, once as
a dress rehearsal to the school, then an afternoon
performance on the Wednesday and an evening
one on the Thursday.

The children worked extremely hard to learn their
words, all of the narrator roles had lots of lines to
learn, but they pulled it off in true Highwood style
and made everyone very proud. Every member of
year 4 played an integral part in the production
and they couldn’t have done any better.

Next term we will be starting a new topic, ‘Why
would someone build a castle here?’ The children
are already very excited about the residential trip
to Swanage and Corfe Castle.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimYr4



Year 5 News

Mr Anderson, Mrs Raines, Mrs Anil

& Mrs Shakeel.

What’s the Fascination with Fairgrounds?
Part 2.

SPLAT

Thank you to everyone who was able
to attend our SPLAT event this term. It
was great fun to see such great crea-
tivity and teamwork when we created stories using pictures
as a stimulus - | was impressed by what was produced.

Science

In our leaming about forces, we have been designing our
own Investigations to test air resistance. We designed 3
different parachutes, each with a different variation and
then tested them to see which was the most effective. Some
people tested the material, some tested the length of the
string, some tested the size of the parachute - there were
all sorts of different investigations. It was rather tricky to
keep it a true fair test, ensuring that each parachute only
had one difference - a true test of our science and maths
skills! We enjoyed testing them from the wall bars in the
halll Come and ask what makes the most effective para-
chute.

PRIMARY
ENGINEER®

Later in the term, we were then
visited by some engineers who came to talk to us about
their jobs and to tell us more about engineering. They gave
really interesting talks and we were able to ask them ques-

sent off to a Young Engineers competi- (o “e

tion. We can't walt to see if any of our P

entries are winners - keep your fingers

tions. We then had an opportunity to
work with Vicky from AWE. Then, we
created our own new inventions to be

crossed!
Carters Visit

As part of our topic focus on Fair-
grounds, we have been work{ng
extremely hard in making our own g4
Fairground models. We started by
looking at different mechanisms and *

uy

how they are used. We then had to decide on which fair-
ground ride we would like to make. To help us decide we
were extremely lucky to have a visit from Georgina from
‘Carters Steam Fair’. She talked
about the vintage rides and how
they worked and a little bit about
what life is like working on a travel-
ling fairground.

The children then started to design

their ideas before finally getting to make their rides. Many
of the rides move and have working motors of which the
children are extremely proud.

World book day.

The children and staff all B
dressed up for the day. We
worked in our own dass-

rooms, we chose ‘Leon and

the place between’ as our
book to inspire us. A  beautifully ilustrated book full of

magic and adventure.

We then had a whole school assem-
bly, where the children had to guess
the teachers’ books and there was a [{ial
chance to admire the many book
day characters everyone had dressed
up as.

Children could then choose two

books they wanted to hear read, they then went with the
v .

teacher reading that particular text. A
very successful day, thank you to Mr
Allaway and Mrs Smith.

KF felt like a true Rockstar during our

visit from The Rock project. He per-
Jormed admirably.

Have a great Faster holiday from all
of us in Year Five. Don’t forget to logon to Time Table
Rockstars and Mathietics.

@HighwoodPrimyr5







