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Governing Body News

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils,

Well done for another successful school year! (Give yourselves a round of applause!)

Anyone who has been observing the Government in the last few years, has seen the amount of change regarding their
recommendations about Education. The School Leadership Team and the Governing Body, have been working in part-
nership to understand what that means for Highwood.

In Mr Hickey’s newsletter piece, he has explained the Department of Education’s white paper ‘Opportunity for all:
strong schools with great teachers for all’, which states that by 2030 all schools are expected to be in ‘A strong family
of schools’ using a Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) model to achieve this.

We have spent this academic year speaking to existing MATs and organisations to obtain information for Highwood to
choose the right family of schools to join. We are excited about the prospect of creating a new MAT with like-minded
local schools, which allows Highwood to be responsible for our own future. We are in the initial stages of these discus-
sions, continuing to gather information, so we can hold meetings with the school community in the new academic year.

All change...we would like to say goodbye to some old friends:

Mr Dharmesh Modi, who ended his term earlier this year. Mr Modi’s knowledge and experience in Construction
was highly valued during the school’s building extension over the past few years. Also as a parent governor, he
regularly kept us updated with queries from our parent community.

Mrs Beth Rowland, who has been a Highwood Governor for almost 25 years!! Mrs Rowland has recently been ap-
pointed as Deputy Mayor and is taking a larger role within Wokingham Council. We have really appreciated her
help and support over the years and look forward to future collaborations in her new capacity.

... but also welcome new members to our team:

Mrs Ravindran, as a parent governor. She has experience as a governor from another school, so we appreciate her
fresh perspective joining the team.

Dr Love, as a co-opted governor. She has been shadowing the governors for the past year, so she has observed all
our board meetings and committees. She decided to step up into contributing to our group, so the Full Govern-
ing Body (FGB) voted her in as co-opted governor this term.

Finally, the Governing Body would like to recognise:

The whole school team — Highwood's remarkable professionals are a credit to the school and our community.
Thank you for maintaining stability and encouraging the children every day.

The parents and carers — Thank you for all your support. We know it’s not been easy with the constant change in
the world around us.

All of Highwood'’s children — Well done on another year, you’ve worked hard and so enjoy the summer break!

Best Wishes from the Highwood Governors



Foundation 1 News
Miss Nunn

Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Miss Mair, Mrs Bailey & Miss Finch

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a great Summer Term in F1. We have continued our topic
which is ‘How are all animals different?' and have been busy getting our older children ready for their move
to Reception.

We had a special class guest this half term from Miss Nunn's
tortoise, Hector. The children loved being able to handle him
and help to look after him. All the children were confident to
hold Hector and were fascinated to learn about what he eats
and where he came from.

4

The children have continued participating in lots of animal
based activities while learning about our topic. They have
made animal masks, looked for creatures in the garden
and we also had our animal dress up day!

As the weather has been warming up the children have
engaged in lots of water play to keep us cool, both indoors
and out. We have explored water channelling, washing the
babies and even had a nice cool foot spal

SPORTS DAY!

The F1 children participated in their first sports day and
we all had a fantastic time. The children joined in with
lots of different races. They all listened so well and
showed really good teamwork skills by cheering each
other on. All the children won a medal for their
participation. Well done F1, you were amazing on your
first sports day and thank you to all the parents that
came to support!

The children have enjoyed playing in the new role play camping
area. Thank you to all parents that made donations towards
this, the children have really enjoyed it and have learnt so much
about what it would be like to go camping in readl life.

-,
T would like to take this oppor“runi'?l to say farewell to all the children and many families that I have
or

A message from Miss Nunn:

worked with, not only this year, but the last 5 years! I have had an absolute blast teaching nursery at
Highwood and I am sad to be saying goodbye.

From myself and the nursery team, we would like to wish all the children moving to F2 the best of luck, we
will all miss you very much but we know you will continue to be amazing. I hope all the children and their
families have a great summer and best wishes for the next academic year and beyond!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation Stage 2 News

Mrs Parker and Miss Hargreaves

Mrs Newham, Miss Mair, Miss Webb, Mrs Allleyne, Miss Poulton

Vi are our 109Cdadl nMnerfroe s =

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the second half of the

_ ) _ _ summer terml!
We have been looking at superheroes in stories, like

‘Supertato’ and ‘Superworm’. The children were able
to write the lovely story of 'Superworm’ and then
they enjoyed making their own Supertato comics.

We all had great fun on our su-
per hero day, designing their
own ‘Super vng‘eTable'. Every-
one enjoyed the activities on !
offer, such as making masks,
superhero art and lots of
gamesl!

In maths the children have been mastering number! |
We were introduced to some new resources called Re-
kenrek counting frames. It is a really fun way to show
our understanding of numbers, such as one more and
one less; doubles,; halves and number bonds to 10.

: & & PE is always a highlight of the week!
#= Yi= This half-term they have focussed

= with their effort and enthusiasm
= for these sports.

'i'hank ou for

glour' support this half term. The children have been absolutely
brilliant an

we are all very proud of them. Enjoy the summer holidays.



Year 1 News - Summer 2

Mrs Garner, Mrs Gill, Miss Hu.ghm
Mrs Butler, Mrs R,u,d.r,a}u., Mrs Twrnbull, Mrs Kza.rn,uj

Which animal would yow invite for tea?

Science and PSHE

This term mwe hawve heen Leu,rnm,g a Lot

In Maths we harve heen wnrkm;g /‘JZ,,a,,UJj

ahbout ,plxz,n,t/& We hawrve Locked at what hard to dzM@lﬂp OALL MRASMLINY skills.

,p,lﬂ,nt/s need to grom and the /,u,/u;-
tions of different paris of the plant.
In PSHE, we hawxe locked at how to eat
}ma,,uhd,«j and what a bhalanced ,pLaJ:,Q,

wondd Look Like /ﬂf ol ten party.

Our main tect this term has bheen Six
Dinner Sid. We harxe Loved ,Q/LP,LU/'L/L?
how cheoky Sid is and creating somse
%an/t,a,/s,tu: word hanks to describe
him. We have worked hard to mix the
Tx;g,ef Who Came For Tea and Sisx Din-
ner Sid tng,e,th.er Lo create a new sto-
4. We Loved .
,a,[,tm,g oukt our =

stories in o

puppet shomw!

We hawre practiced measuring length,
}L,Q,j.g‘h,t, mass and CapoCitl, d.aLAg lots
of practical lessons Lo help ws visuold-
ise the units. We hawve learnt about
POSILLONS and how ;t}u‘.ng/s harve been
turned. We Loved making a treasire
map. In mental maths, we have heen
using Rekenreks Lo help us mikh com-
position, which has
Tt }L,Q,LP,Q,d, s Lo rememhber

= ol ﬂ/ OMS nALmber

- honds

C,omp,utj,n,g
We hawre started wsing the laptops in
computing this term., working with
hoth the t,cw,r,hfm,d. and o wired mousse.
This was challenging at first bukt we
shomed greot perseverance Lo learn
what the huttons do and how to dou-
hle click so we can sanve
and retriexe our work. We
were also able to use the o
laptops to look at some
Live wildlife wehcoms.

Check out our Twitter feeds at;
@HighWo.odPrimIG (Mrs Gill/Mrs Garner)
@High Wo.o.dPrimIH (Miss H.u.ghzzs.)



Year 2 News - Suwmumer 2

Miss Amor, Miss Bolger

Mrs Long, Mrs Tiwari, Mrs Moore, Mrs Nandakumara, Mrs Platt

What a year it has hbeen! Whilst we .are sad that the children are imowving on to
Year 3, we can't help hut celehrate all the wonderful memories we have created
together. We wish the children .all the hest for their new adventures in Year3!

What could go in owur Best Britis h Banquet?

for our last piece of writing. We loved
acting out the story then we got creative
and changed the setting of the Mad
Hatter's tea party to the Mad Hatter's
Banquet, complete with snake sandwiches
and  flying cooked turkeys!

Whole Class Reading

To say that we have enjoyed reading
‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ would he an under-
statement because we have heen on
the edge of owr seats with each new
chapter! We had many amazing dis-
cussions around the controversial
topic of heroes .and villains!

We spent much .of the term recapping

higher-order questions. Now we love a
‘Solve question!

DT

erjoygable trip
to the Reading Road Allotments. To

prepare for our Best British Banqguet,
we ,pf,a,ctuszd many skills such s pezl.

Lnspired by Giuseppe Arcimboldo, we
created  masterpieces out of fruit and




Year 3 News
Mrs Hartgrove, Miss Bicheno & Dr Read

LITERACY
We tried very hard with our explanation texts on
animals that are found in the rainforest and have
written speeches to explain why we must protect
rainforests and our planet against deforestation. In
Whole Class Reading, we have been looking at the
story of Rain Player. In the story, Pik has to defeat
Chac, the god of rain, in the Mayan game ‘Pok-a-
Tok’.

o
N

MATHS

In maths, we spent several weeks looking at time. We learned about the difference be-

tween digital and analogue time, how to write times in both words and numbers, and

about 24 hour time. We also worked on the duration of time before recapping work on
number, calculations and fractions.

SCIENCE
In science, we have been looking at light and
shadows. We investigated materials and then
made our own shadow puppets. We’ve also been
looking at plants and animals that enjoy the dark
of the rainforest.

Maya Hicroglyphics
Logograms repeesent whole words. They ofton resemble what
they represent.
Draw 3 logograms. Write what the name is and what they mean.

TOPIC
We have been excited to learn about the Ma-
yans. We learnt about their Gods, what they
ate, how they wrote and their number system.
We compared their civilisation to our own and
found there were lots of similarities. We had a
lot of fun designing Mayan masks too!

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrim3RH @HighwoodPrim3B




Year 4 News

Mr Allaway, Miss Barrett, Miss Rajput, Miss
Hulme, Mrs Tindall and Mrs Mohammed

Welcome to this edition of the Year 4 news! As we welcomed everyone back through the

school doors, we have already had lots of new and exciting learning opportunities this term.
Please read on to find out about the fantastic learning the children have been doing!

How have our coasts made Britain
great?

This term year 4 have continued their investigation into
Britain’s coasts and the features that define a coast. The
children have also been exploring medieval castles and
replicating their engineering.

Maths

Year 4 have been very busy in maths this term, covering
topics ranging from co-ordinates to statistics. We learned
how to read analogue and digital clocks in both the 12
and 24 hour format. The children explored how to find
the differences between two time periods, measuring it
in minutes and hours.

In statistics we explored representing discrete data using
pictograms and bar graphs. We also learned how to
represent continuous data using line graphs.

Writing

This term year 4 have been on a fantastical adventure,
exploring fantasy realms, creatures and plot lines. We
started off by creating our own dragons and writing

rhyming poems about them. The children loved trying
out different vocabulary to create rhyming couplets.

After poetry, the children moved onto writing fantasy
narratives that involved terrifying monsters, resilient he-
roes and evil villains.

Our class reader this term has been Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight, which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.

Science

In science we have been
looking at sound and how ¢
it is created. We explored
different instruments and
watched how the vibra-
tions they made caused
our scientific rice to
bounce all over the place.
We then explored how to make different pitched sounds
by adapting the types of vibrations.

Design and Technology

In DT this term we have been looking at castles and

how drawbridges work. The children worked in pairs to
design castles, which they decorated. They experimented
with how to build a suitable pulley system and then
managed to incorporate this into their castle to create a
drawbridge that could be raised and lowered as needed.

Year 4 camping trip

Although we
didn’t end up
at Swanage,
the children S
thoroughly ke
enjoyed the®
overnight
camp at
school. They§

learnt how to
put up a tent
__ independently

and persevered
as teams. They
loved roasting
marshmallows,
learning French
cricket, and be-
coming ninjas in
the obstacle course. Miss Barrett was ‘delighted’ to be
woken up constantly throughout the night by children
needing the toilet!

Seaside day

We continued the fun into our seaside day so that all of
Year 4 could experience the fun. They showed their crea-
tive skills in dream time art, their quick pace in kick
rounders and their enthusiasm for parachute games.

We finished with a game of rounders where everyone
enjoyed having a go!

It has been an absolutely fantastic year and we
wish everyone the best when they move up to

year
5.

HighwoodPrim4a
HighwoodPrim4b




Year 5 News

Team: Miss Majer, Mr Robinson, Mrs Nielsen and
Mrs Nice

Welcome to the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had lots of exciting opportuni-
ties and lots of new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

H@W do veou build an empire#

English

This term, we have been looking at per-
suasive writing, focusing on adverts. We
started the unit by exploring a large
range of persuasive texts, looking for the
features, as well as thinking about the
audience and purpose, before moving

_onto our warm and hot writes. To in-

: }:jsplre some of our writing, we made our
, own magical wands and tried to sell
:them, before writing a job advert for the
Zodiac Council, linked to our whole class
reading book, ‘Who Let the Gods Out.’

Maths

We have carried on our shape, space
and measure units this term, focusing on 2D
and 3D shapes, looking at how to tell the time,
as well as moving on to look at symmetry and
co-ordinates.

We found telling the time quite tricky at first,
especially when converting from analogue to
digital, but by the end of the unit we were all

confidently telling the time and working out
time durations too.

Key Question Lessons

Our key question this term is ‘How do you build
an empire? and our focus is on the Greeks and

how they have
the ¥4

influenced
modern world.
Since last term,‘
we have moved
on from looking
at where Greece
is, and have
started focusing more on the Ancient Greeks
and what legacy they left behind. We’ve ex-
plored lots of different battles that the Greeks
had, as well as looking at the impact key fig-
ures had - such as Alexander the Great (and
why he was called great) - before looking at
some of the key things the Greeks left us. We
particularly enjoyed coding in computing, where
we made our own Theseus and the Minotaur

mazes to get Kubo the robot through.
P.E.

We have really enjoyed the summer term of
P.E. The children have improved their striking
and fielding skills in cricket and rounders; their




Year 6 News

Teachers: Mrs Raines, Miss Bocutt, Mrs Chaudhary

and Mrs Anil

This term we have worked hard to answer the question: ‘What is the secret to success?

English

In order to help us answer the question, "What is the
secret to success?’ we have been learning about the lives
of successful people. We read biographies of: Elvis, Kath-
erine Johnson and Malala in order to find out about the
personal qualities they had and how they had overcome
any challenges they faced. It was amazing just how
many of the Highwood learning behaviours these inspira-
tional people used! We then researched the lives of peo-
ple we felt were extraordinary, and wrote their biog-
raphies.

During class reading lessons, we have continued with our
book, ‘A Wizard of Earthsea’.

Maths

We all sighed with relief when we eventually finished the
Year 6 maths curriculum. Since then, we have been ap-
plying our maths knowledge to design and budget start-

up and running costs for a theme park.

Science and PSHE

We have continued to explore the question, ‘What’s the
secret to a healthy body?’ by looking at the effect of ex-
ercise on our body and mind, and what is needed for a
healthy diet. As scientists, we carried out an experiment
to find out the effect of different levels of exercise on our
mood and levels of concentration. We were surprised to
find out that even though our bodies felt exhausted after
the ‘beep test’, we were more alert and had better levels
of concentration. As biologists, we learnt about the 7
different nutrients needed to help us grow and stay
healthy, and about the different proportions needed of
each of these.

Design and Technology

Our design and technology
lessons built upon our science
learning. We compared differ-
ent packed lunches before
designing, preparing and eat-

ing a healthy packed lunch.

The children were quite surprised just how tasty the food
was, and many of them loved the healthy option of

wholemeal wraps.
PE

We have used the learning behaviour of ’teamwork’ in PE
this term. Year 6 demonstrated amazing teamwork dur-
ing our sports day and superb leadership when helping
at KS1 sports day. We have also enjoyed playing cricket
with Mr Edwards and rounders with Miss Bocutt and Mrs

Raines.
Art

In Art, we have used our
observational skills and
sketching techniques to
draw an anatomical
drawing of a lamb’s
heart. We really enjoyed
identifying the different parts of the heart.

Music and Drama

The Keymaster was a
huge success this term.

ing all the songs, and
having the opportunity

to perform to a real life
audience at last!

Goodbye and Good Luck

All the Year 6 team would like to wish the children all

the very best for secondary school and beyond.

@HighwoodPriméB @HighwoodPriméR



The Orchard
Speech and Language Resource News

Mrs Godfrey, Mrs Payne, Mrs Khan, Mrs Pithiya, Mrs La Porte

Children in The Orchard have
been writing to entertain with

stories based on Six Dinner Sid
and The Bad-Tempered Lady-
bird. Their chosen audiences are
the families at coffee morning
and the children in F2. We hope
you enjoy hearing their imagina-
tive ideas!

Maths: Time and Measure

We have made the most of the sunny weather
to measure, measure, measure!

While some children have been problem solv-
ing and converting between units of measure,
others have been timing and comparing activi-
ties in seconds, minutes and hours. .
Have a great summer holiday

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimR from the Resource Staff Team!






