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Foundation 1 News

Mrs Richards, Miss Nunn, Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Miss
Chaudhary and Miss Fisher

‘Why do animals live in different places?’
Foundation welcomed our last group of children for the year. They have been settling in well and the
other children have been helping them to get to know the daily routines. The children have been
enjoying the recent good weather and have been exploring the garden more. The children have
enjoyed lots of water play outside and using the guttering to channel water.

To start our topic off we started with an under the sea
adventure. We have enjoyed playing in our Pirate ship role play
area and our Beach shop outside. We have learnt some pirate
songs and some new counting songs about sea creatures. We
also used some different sized sea creatures to remind
ourselves about how to describe the size of things and we tried
to order them according to their size.

We have spent time looking at the 'Rainbow Fish'. We're getting very good
at remembering the events that happen in a story and getting them in the
right order. The children also enjoyed acting out the story using puppets.
After getting to know the story we thought about what makes a good
friend and how to share resources with each other. We have looked at
what the sea is like and all of the wonderful animals that you find in it.
The children were fascinated to learn about the different depths of the

ocean and what the fish are like who live there.

We have been learning about alliteration in phonics. The children
have been practising to listen carefully to the first sound in words
before thinking of other things that begin with the same sound.
We have had fun making up silly alliterative sentences too.

P We are now learning about minibeasts. At
’fir‘s’r we thought of all of the different ones we know and where
they might be found. We have enjoyed solving clues to work out
which minibeast is being described. We have started to enjoy some
% stories about different minibeasts including the Bad Tempered
gl | " Ladybird and Superworm. The children have enjoyed having a
‘ &,“_ ~ minibeast hunt in the garden which lead us to discuss how to handle
them carefully.

Mrs Galpin has been back this ferm to complete a fun filled activity
using the parachute. Mrs Galpin told us the story of Naoh's Ark using =
props. We thought about the different sounds that animals make and
where they may live. The children showed very good listening skills and
enjoyed using the Noah small world set back in the classroom. We also

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this term.
Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Robinson & Mrs Parker

Mrs Leigh, Miss Rapley,

Mrs Early, Mrs Jones, Miss Appleton, Miss Rajput and Miss Bailey

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the first half of the summer terml We have
been really busy continuing with our topic "How do we become a hero “ and with all our other learn-

ing. Come and have a look. ” s
PeopletWhoiHelp'!

The children have enjoyed pretending to be doctors and patients in
the role-play area. We usually have a long line of children waiting
to see the 'doctor’, just like real lifel There have also been lots of
‘police officers’ running around catching 'baddies’. Some of the
boys have really enjoyed making their own police badges.

We started our topic of f with looking and finding out about who we
thought were heroes and decided that people who help us and keep

us safe like nurses, doctors, policemen and firemen.

Later in the term we looked at healthy eating and why it's important
to keep our bodies healthy, especially if we wanted to become a hero.
In ICT the children created a plate of healthy food that they would
like to eat. The children were able to suggest different ways of exer-
cising to keep our body healthy. They could also list yummy vegetables
that they like and they could describe just

how scrumptious fruit can be.

In maths the children have been doing maths investigations, using maths
in real life. We have also learnt about money, days of the week, time and

measure.

In topic lessons, the children wrote a story about fireman Sam; they
liked creating their own different scenarios where people of animals
needed rescuing. The children have also created missing posters for a
character from the story 'Super worm'.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and we look forward to seeing
you after the half term break. Enjoy the holiday.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimFS



|

Year 1 News - Summer 1

Miss Abbott,
Miss Amor & Miss Walker
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This half term the children have worked hard on developing their independence skills as they prepare to move

up to Year 2 in September. As always they have worked super hard and are making great progress.
Have a lovely sunny half terml

Where do people go for deays ocub?
Eﬂ“g‘l“j‘ﬁ‘b‘ Therve:s a Wise Old Owl Ma—ths

i Ther - ;
We'started this ferm by s e g This term we have learnt all
learning different poems of f .
9 P et o & i e about measure. The children

by heart and then performing  Soall the world he'd see started learning about length
them with actions. We thought s :zz:z: ata ok, and height by making and com-

about which poem was our paring plasticine snakes to

He looked at a mouse,
But he winked at me!

favourite and why.

develop their vocabulary and use words such as ‘longer’
and 'shorter’. We then experimented with water to learn
about capacity and volume, before designing our own

2 -~

~= 'l Ee— | tropical ‘mocktails’ using words

Sy 1‘_‘“ such as 'full' and 'empty’l
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Next we delved into the fantastic
book ‘Gorilla’ by Anthony Browne. The
children wrote recounts of the main

character's adventure, with her toy Next we learnt the days ©

of the week, months of 2
the year and seasons,  #=

gorilla which came to life. We also
explored
the

“ 22 _ and even sang a fun song
| character to help us remember the

~ of Hannah before creating our order of all the months!

own character profiles and Follow us on Twitter to find out more about
writing our own stories. what Year 1 are up to. @HighwoodPrimYr1

ART

topic on plants. The children learnt how
to draw a garden from a birds eye view
and explored how to make mosaic
garden paths. Some children were lucky
enough to be chosen to take part in an
Art event with children from other
schools. Their challenge was to design
and make a tray garden using a range of
materials. They did a fantastic job and
even met the Mayor!




Year 2 News

Mrs Eatwell, Mrs Wildey and Mrs Kearney

‘What is the difference between a cake and a biscuit?

Not long before it will be your child's final
half term in Year 2! The time has absolute-
ly flown.

The children have now finally completed all
of their SATs during this half term! The
children tried so hard and were excellent
at coping without adult support during this
time. They definitely deserve the half-
term break!

We have begun our new topic
"what is the difference be-
tween a cake and a biscuit?" TS
The children started this topic ’m
by finding their favourite cakes :
and biscuits and discussing why these are
their favourite. In literacy they met an in-
teresting character 'Biscuit Bear' and wrote

to persuade a hungry dog.not to eat him.
Some of their arguments were hilarious!

BISCUIP
BEAR ,
/

In maths we revisited

many concepts, including

time, money, pattern
cmd measurement. At

the start ‘of the term,
the children learnt how to i
use a ruler for measurement
and when to use mm, cm and
m. They could also tell me
how many mm in a cm and cm
in a ml The children particularly enjoyed
revisiting money and solved some challeng-
ing exercises, such as making 25p ten dif-
ferent ways and solving worded money
problems! When we revisited fime, Year 2
learnt the difference between clockwise
and anticlockwise. Can they show you which

way is clockwise? They

. CLOCKWISE \,\'“‘. : o
were excellent at showing =2
quarter, half, and three
quarter  turns  going
clockwise/anticlockwise
when using an arrow.

In science we are learning about plants and
asking the question, what do plants need to
grow and be healthy? We have drawn dia-
grams and learnt the names for different
parts of a plant. We have also begun an in-
vestigation into what plants
need to grow and survive.
During this we have dis-
cussed fair test and how to
test objectively. We will con-
tinue with our investigations
next term. I'm sure they will
give us interesting results.

Finally, some children will be retaking the
phonics screening check. So, this term we
also worked hard on our phonics. The test
will be the.second week back to school and
we need to be ready! The children seem
confident and know their sounds well.
Please read with them as much as possible,
especially over half term to prepare them.

% quock
& voisk

We wish you a nice half term with your
family and friends.
Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimyr2



Year 3 News

Mrs Hartgrove, Mrs Turnbull
& Mrs Render
‘Why did people build Stonehenge?’

LITERACY
In literacy this term we have been
looking at fairy-tales. We have read

and re-told tales as well as looking at

fairy tales from another character’s
pomt of view. We have written out

8 ‘own versions of
classic fairy tales
and finished off by
creating our very
‘own story.

In guided reading we
have been looking at
the story of ‘Hansel and
Gretel’ by Anthony
Brown. The children
have been interpreting
and spotting patterns in the pictures
and exploring the new vocabulary we
come across.

\\\\\'lll'l

I L) lilllﬁl

MATHS

In maths we have been exploring the
properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes in-

cluding the different sorts of triangles.

We also looked at representing data
using pictograms
“land bar charts.

We have now
__ started looking
b at telling the
time on an

analogue clock to 5 minutes. We are

also trying to
learn which
months have how
many days. So

~ please keep prac-
tising.

SCIENCE
In science we have been looking at
rocks and soil. We have learnt all
about the different sorts of rocks and
how they are formed. Then we learnt
about where fossils come from and
the amazing discoveries of Mary
Anning. Finally we looked at the
differences in soil to help us pot up
our sunflowers from last term.

TOPIC
We began our new topic of ‘Why did
people build Stonehenge?” We have
learnt about life in the Stone Age as
well as how
people might have
moved the rocks
to Stonehenge.

Follow us on Twitter; @HighwoodPrimYear3

L)

aA‘s’.



Year 4 News
Summer 1

Mr Allaway and Mrs Tindall

Welcome to the Summer 1 edition of the Year 4 news! We have had lots of cross curricular

fun, with Castles and ‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’ novel.

English - Discussion Text

This term year 4 have been |
learning how to write discus-
sion texts. We started by de-
bating topics such as, ‘should
children be allowed to keep
pets?” and ‘are computer
games good for you?’ These
helped the children to think

about an argument from both

sides and not just from their own opinion.

We then learned how to add co-
ordinating conjunctions and subor-
dinating conjunctions using the
acronyms FANBOYS and | SAW A
il WABUB. In addition to this, we
il looked at using connectives to link
two different sentences together.
As a class we linked the shared

writing to our guided reading text,

‘Sir Gawain and the Green Knight’,
discussing whether he should be courageous and set off
on his quest, or take the smart option and stay at

home!

Maths - Statistics and time

In maths year 4 have been leaming about continuous
and discrete data, and different ways to represent it.
The children used bar graphs, frequency graphs and
line graphs to represent different data, and then exam-
ined it to understand what information they could
gather from it. In their final activity, the children were
able to help Sudeley Castle
to understand which attrac-
tions to keep open, what
time to close the bridge to
the adventure playground &
and which age group visited
most often.

All of the children have been
working hard to understand
how to read analogue and
digital time, both in 12 and

il will be looking at how
| to change the state of

24 hour clocks. They are now able to convert time
between the difference clocks.

As part of our time unit, the children created sundials
in playground using chalk and PE equipment. Although
the afternoon cloud cover stopped them completing the
dials, they were able to get a good understanding of
how the sun moves and how to estimate the time from
it.

History - The beginning of Norman Britain

In history, year 4 learned all about the Battle of Has-
tings. They explored who took part, what happened
and why it occurred. They created cartoon strips de-
picting the battle and the eventual demise of King
Harold.

Geography - Settlements

Year 4 have done a lot of work this term on early set-
tlements and why people
chose to settle in certain
areas. We used google
maps to explore different
castles and looked at the
features of the surrounding
landscape. The children
were then able to explain which sites were best for set-

tling and what the limitations were of each.

Science - States of matter.

In science, the children have been learning about differ-
ent states of matter. They have learned how everything
is made of molecules and how the molecules behave
differently in solids,
liquids and gases.
Next half term, we

matter of different
objects.

Have a lovely half term break from all of the Year 4
Team.

Follow us on twitter @HighwoodPrimYr4



Year 5 News
Summer 1 2018

Team: Mr Anderson, Mrs Raines,
Mrs Anil & Mrs Shakeel.

Literacy - Myths and Legends

Our topic is focussing on Heroes and Villains!
but with a Greek slant. We have been reading Greek
Myths and we have been writing to entertain, with a big
emphasis on the reader and how we can plan to make
our myths exciting. We read ‘Prometheus and Pandora’,
we investigated how an author creates empathy with
the characters, as well as building in the structure of our
writing through use of paragraphing and looking at
ways to improve our writing grammatically. We have
used the Ancient Greek texts
to help us to develop our
ideas. We have been enjoy-
ing the myths and in partic-
ular ‘Theseus and The Mino-

taur.’

We are currently reading
‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’ as our book
study which brings in many of the characters we have

been associating with this term.
Maths

In maths we have been learning divi-
sion, which we have later developed
to solve division problems. We have
been using lots of tools to help us
and investigating different methods
before deciding on which ones we

prefer. Some have been through in-

vestigation and others showing our e
v e

il

steps and workings, then explaining
why we chose to solve the problem
in that way. Sometimes it is ok to
show our workings, but the challenge comes when you
have to convince others why arriving at that particular
answer is the case.

Science

During science we have been learning about lifecycles,
comparing them and what makes each lifecycle unique.

We have been learning about plant reproduction, how

plants reproduce and the parts required, how seeds can

be transported, as well as looking at real plants through

dissection.
PE
This term we have been;~

improving our racquet skills with

a difference. Badminton gives the
children a chance to improve ®
their eye to ball skills but with a ;
shuttle. They have really enjoyed playing this sport,
some not having experienced it before outside of a club.

We have been further developing their batting, catching
and fielding skills in ‘Rounders’. The weather has also
been on our side and the children have enjoyed being
able to try out all of the disciplines, as well as having
that competitive edge to win.

Mr Edwards has been preparing the children for Sports
day by improving their skills and fitness levels in run-
ning, jumping, throwing and bringing in a bit of maths
through measuring.

In Music

We have been learning to appraise and appreciate differ-
ent styles of modem music. We learnt to sing and use
percussion with ‘The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’ and ‘Living
on a prayer.’

In Art we have been creating our own muythical charac-
ters, using paint as a discipline. We will be using some

of these ideas for our Greek pots next half term.

Feel free to pop in to see what we have been learning,
there has been some fabulous art work, story writing
and work about the Greeks, where Greece is in relation
to the UK, what the climate is like, the types of food
eaten as well as making the comparisons of Ancient

Greece to that of today.




Year 6 News

Mr Pearce, Mrs Haden and Mrs. Chaudhary

‘What is the secret to success?’

It has very much been an intense mental
workout for the Year 6 pupils this half term: SATs
has dominated, as it has nationally for pupils at this
time of year. However, the Y6 pupils worked incredi-
bly hard to prepare themselves for the “big week”
and tackled the tests with focus and calm. Mrs
Haden, Mrs Chaudhary, Mrs Smith, Mr Hickey and
muyself are extremely proud of how they handled the
pressure of the tests. At one point, some people
seemed to be excited, some even said they enjoyed
it! Last Friday, to celebrate their hard work and to
mark the end of the exam period, we spent the af
ternoon unwinding - we had a game of football
rounders where Mr. Edwards popped out to help;
some played on the adventure playground and we
all enjoyed an ice-cream in the sunshine: a most well
-deserved ice-cream!

English

Alongside revision for SATs, the Year 6 pupils
have been utilising their buzzing imaginations in lots
and lots of writing. They began the term by writing
persuasively - tying in our science topic of Healthy
Living - and wrote a persuasive argument about the
dangers of smoking and the reasons why people
should avoid it.

Currently, with the “excitement” of SATs now
behind us, they are busy planning a narrative piece

about a lighthouse keeper and how a whole town

| disaster -

comes
together

to avoid

we’ll be

Mr. Peowrce

focusing on creating atmosphere and how we can
use specific word choices to create mood and atmos-
phere.

Science

In science, we have
been looking at the hu-
man circulatory system
and all of the various
parts and their difficult-to-
spell names. Currently, we
are working on creating a
Who Wants To Be A Mil-
lionaire-style quiz to test
our knowledge.

Art

As members of the community of Highwood
and Woodley, we have been painting giant comic
strip panels to go with our theme of Heroes and Vil-
lains.

As well as this, we have been studying the minimal-
ist pop-art stylings of Andy Warhol and creating our
own inverted-colour pastel illustrations of the iconic
soup cans before we then paint our own Warhol-
inspired “mundane packaging”.

Follow us on twitter: @HighwoodPrimYr6






