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CANDY CANE MISTLETOE
COOKIE PRESENT
ELF REINDEER

HOLLY SANTA

LIGHTS TREE

Christmas Cheer [

Where does Santa always stay when he goes on any vacation? At the ho-ho-ho-tel.
What happens when you combine Santa with a duck? A Christmas Quacker.

Why doesn't Santa eat junk food? Because it's bad for your elf!

Why is it so cold at Christmas? Because it's in Decembrrrrrr.

What does an elf study in school? The elfabet.

What do snowmen eat for lunch? Ice bergers.

Which of Santa’s reindeer has bad manners? Rude-olph!

Who is Santa’s favourite pop star? Beyon-sleigh!

What is a reindeer’s favourite sport? Stable tennis

Why do cats take so long to wrap presents? They want them to be purr-fect!



Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Vanka, Miss Mair, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Cooper and Miss Ryan

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a very busy second half of the Autumn Term in F1. We have
been continuing to explore our termly topic ‘What makes us special?’ by looking at our sense of taste, hearing
and sight.

We have learnt about the other senses which we use every day - sight,
taste and hearing. We learnt all about firework night and the different
sounds we might hear and made our own binoculars and telescopes when
we learnt about sight. The children have also been focusing on listening
in phonics, learning to distinguish between different sounds they hear
with their ears.

Our favourite sense was our sense of tastel We explored the four parts of
taste - salty, bitter, sweet and sour. Sweet food is our favourite but we
disliked the bitter taste. We also tasted some new kinds of fruit and made '~
our own fruit kebabs. The children made shopping lists to make sure Mrs

Atkinson bought the right ingredients.

As part of learning how everyone is different and celebrating diversity, we
have really focused on being kind and being a good friend this half of term.
This tied in nicely with anti-bullying week where we learnt all about the dif-
ferent ways that we can show kindness to others. We have done circle
times focused on the children's Personal, Social and Emotional development
and helping them learn to use their voices to solve disputes with others.

And of course, who can forget our fabulous Welly Walkl We got very
wet and learnt that paper bags and rain are not a good combination,
but we made a wonderful tree with all the natural objects we collect-
ed and used them in our craft activities that week too. Thank you so
much to all the grown-ups who gave up their morning to help us.

As we are coming towards the end of the term, we are doing all
things Christmas! The children have been busy rehearsing for their
play 'The Nativity’ which we are very excited to share with parents
an fcxlso engaging in lots of Christmas/winter themed activities and
crafts.

The children also enjoyed their Christmas party and Christmas lunch
and decorating the classroom to make it very festive.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term and we look forward
to welcoming the children back after the Christmas break!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker, Miss Hargreaves

Mrs Newham, Mrs Alleyne, Miss Webb Miss Finch,

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter! Tt has been such a busy and exciting half term,
continuing with our topic question 'Could dinosaurs live in Woodley?', and with all of our other
learning - take a look!

We started the term looking at the different ways that dinosaurs
move; we compared animals that we see today who resembled dino-
saurs and discussed extinction and how it might have happened. Our
WOW event, a dinosaur day, was very exciting. We baked dinosaur
biscuits, and looked closely at fossils.

In maths the F2 children have been learning about sequencing. |
They have been using objects to make a 2 colour repeated pat-
tern and a 3 colour repeating patternl We introduced numicon
and worked together to order them in different ways.
We have also been exploring 2D shapes - going on a shape hunt
and exploring how we can manipulate shapes to create effects. <&

We were delighted to welcome you all back into school
for our SPLAT session. It was such a lovely atmosphere.
The children certainly enjoyed completing the activities
with their parents.

We have infroduced a new parent-share app this
term - Seesaw. We are uploading lots of videos and e —
photos for you to see. We love to receive updates on
what Tour‘ children have been doing whilst outside of

school. If you haven't received your QR code to ac- Se%w
cess this app, please speak to us.

The children had the opportunity to show of f their singing, acting and
dancing during our nativity ‘The Nativity'. They all looked lovely in their
outfits, and were amazing in the hall in front of so many parents and
relatives! We hope that you all enjoyed watching it.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and
we wish you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in
the New Year!

Follow us on Twitter: @HighwoodPrimF2H @HighwoodPrimF2P



Year | News

Autuman 2

Miss Hughes, Miss Bolger and Mrs Garner

Mrs Tiwari,

Mrs Wheeler, Miss Robhins,

Miss Mubash.ar

Year | have had a fantastic Auwtuwmn term. We hawve seen the children put
A0 much effort into all of their work owxver the past few weeks and they
hawve shown our learning Behawiouwrs really well.

Where In The World Am [I?

We had a lovely afternoon
sdinging our Christmas Ploy
songs to the stoff and
residents at the Birches. The
children really shared our

Highwood Value of Happiness.

History and DT
As part of our Key Question, we hawve
heen looking at the history
: d of the school and of
 Woodley and the

\ surrounding area. We can

‘p,/xpi;a.j.n some of the key
ways the school and
Woodley has changed and exen how we
think they will change in the future! We
did lots of activities to explore how
Highwood has changed, including
making timelines! We hawve also
completed our first DT projeck, making
Christmas hiscuits. We started by
resenrching differenk
types of biscuits to
decide what we liked
and what we wanted our
bhiscuits to bhe Like. We
then maode differenk
designs of Christmas inspired biscuits

and evaluated which was our farvourite.
We took some hiscuits with us to The
Birches and shared them with the

residents. They were delicious!

Onver the loast couple weeks we hoxe heen
focusing on 3d and 2d
shapes. We hawve heen
naming them and sorting
them according to their
properties. We hawve
innvestigoted which ones
would roll or buwild the moskt
stoble tower, hosed on their properties.

English
This term we hawxe been looking at
troditional tales, focusing on ‘The Three
Little Pigs.’” We loved reading the story
- and identifying woll of the key
: phroses we would need ko use.
We hawve practised retelling the
story a lot, hoth orally and
throuwgh some drama! The
children hawve written their own
versions of The Three Little
Pigs, choosing their own animals. We
were xery impressed by their creativity
and the woy they challenged themselnves
wikh their word choice ko think of the
most interesting adjecktinves :
possible. We also disconvered i :
Asome amarzing acting skills W ;
with the children thinking
haord about their expression
and actions to tell the story.

Follow ws on Twitter for more updates::
@Highw.oodPrimIH (Miss H,u,ghz/s)
@Highm.oodPrim|BG (Ms Bﬂlgzr/Mn& Garner)



Year 2 News - Autumn 2

Miss Hulme, Ms Sandhu

Miss Hu:jw,oad., Mirs Butler and Miss Roberts

Was the Great bire of London a total disaster?

We hawve heen oIl b

this jw,l; term conkinuing to learn ahbouwt The

Great Fire v/ London and fzhz,a,ns,m? d},’,or OML N,a,,t,wv,uuj. The children harve
znfmj,e,d ,Lo,a,fn,cng ahout Samael Pzp/#/s and his d,w.n# ( mp,e,c,w,,u;j the

secret code it was written in) and are now /,a,n,t,a,/s,tu historians!

T,oigj,,c
This term the children have heen
learning aboukt Samuel Pepys and
/w}u# he remains an importont
person. The children hod great fun
researching focks about him ond
creaking o }a)c,t }LLQ,. In Science, the
children have heen learning mhat it
means to f,e,u#,cl,e. T}m/# have watched
and then sequenced
the recycling process.
We ,}LU,P,,Q, ,t}w,/# harve
been using the correck

hins at home!

E nglish
We hanve heen /u,cuxsm,g on all the
skills needed to write o diary entry
baosed on Samuel Pepys diary during
the Great Fire of London. This
includes, wriking in the past tense,
wriking their }zzlm%/s, j:fwughtxs and

OPANIONS Ll Lﬁ[ﬂﬁﬂlﬂ%ﬂl order.

This term the children have heen
wsing their numhber bonds to solve
addition and subtrockion
codeudations. They have had a dok
of concreke prackice with the
dienes and ones. This has
enahbled the children to he more

,(‘,ﬂll./j.,d,,elb,t when

Aﬂiw;nx} :
cilenlatirne 7{\dd1ng: [and] Subtracting
md,.e,,p,zndzntb#. _

Music and DT

We hawve been busy learning the
songs for our Christmas Nativity
and ,I.ﬂmlcm? at the ,dl;//,u:ant tones
and pitches ko our voices . ln DT we
harve m/v,e,/stx;ga,tzd the di//,enuu:
materials that o Tudor house
woudd he made /f,om

and plxuumxi and

Creatinity skills to
baidd a Twdor howsse.

Please /ﬂllmw s on ITwitter:
@HLgJWﬂﬂdp[ﬂnZ H
@Hx;gjxw,a,axipn;m.? S



Year 3 News

Dr Read, Mrs Hartgrove, Miss Rumbold

What did pre-historic people yabba dabba do?
Reading and Writing

We have had a lot to write about recently! S

Not only have we discovered a lot about We have been trying so hard with our
pre-historic times to write about in maths column addition and
non-chronological reports, we then had an subtraction. Now we are working on

amazing day in the Stone Age! We enjoyed
the day so much that we are writing

recounts of it to share our experience with
others. We also finished reading The Boy have enjoyed using the counters to
with the Bronze Axe, and gave it some very help.

good reviews!

6x2=12 g

multiplication and division. We have

used arrays to help us visualise, and

l Science
‘bodies im science,
%fed the dlﬁerent

need food. L |

Je suis un homme

de |'age de la pierre.
What did prehistoric people yabba g P Tk

dabba do? We found out during
Stone Age Day! We loved flint J'ai un silex. SE
knapping, and built an axe (of T A
paper!) Most recently, we have ; S
thought about the materials "tﬁa‘tl M dans
were available to Stone Age people: W :
and wondered how Sto'ne
people WOII‘IC? ﬁx their tLImcs Et la ‘
jrancals?f C’est 2upqu We have even @Highw09dPrim3R

been learning about Ancient Britain @HighwoodPrim3RH

Follow us on Twitter;

in French!



Year 4 News

Miss Barrett, Miss Clarke, Mrs Strong, Mrs
Tindall and Mrs Chaurasia

Welcome to the second edition of the Year 4 news! All the Year 4 children have continued to

take pride in their learning and have produced some amazing work. Please read on to find

out about the incredible learning the children have been doing!

What is More Precious - water or gold?

Year 4 continued our investigation into the Ancient
Egyptians and how their wealth and the river Nile were
important to their rise to power success as a civilisation.

We learned all about why the River Nile was so
important to the Egyptians, explored an Egyptian textile
Khayamiya and have created our own hteroglyphtc
counting system.

Thank you to all of the
parents who came to the B
maths SPLAT event! Thet :
children loved learning with E

you.
In maths this term the children explored and concreted
their understanding of addition and subtraction of 4
digit numbers and have been challenged to multiple
exchanges within one calculation. We continued our
work on addition and subtraction to find answers to
multistep problems. We then investigated different
techniques in working out timetables we didn’t know.
Their timetables knowledge has come so far over the
past few weeks but any extra practise that could be
squeezed in on the school run or at home would be
beneficial!

English

In our

Maths

writing, we have created excellent setting

descriptions, full of adjectives, similes, personification
and an assortment of fronted adverbial phrases. We
have pulled all of this learning together with show don’t
tell emotions and have written a whole narrative all
about a child becoming brave and adventuring into a
task they are scared to do! We are so proud of the
creativity and perseverance the children have put into

their writing!

Year 4 have continued reading ‘Secrets of a Sun King’
and the class have loved the excitement and adventure
within the story. We have been improving our predicting
skills for what we think is going to happen next and
summaries of chapters to help us remember all the key
events throughout the book.

Science

As scientists we have been |
investigating the different functions M
of our teeth and even created our
own ‘perfect’ set out of
play-dough! We then dove into the
‘disgusting’ digestive system where
the children used tights and
crackers to show how the food is
processed. The children became
the food and acted out how the
food travels through our body and

| Art
léi:f\yfimlya ar‘ As artists we have looked
EE[AOK] ; at the Egyptian textile
w Khayamiya. The children

|created their own
elaborate patterns in the
‘Egyptian styles and

painted them onto fabric.

Design and Technology

We have been extremely creative in D&T
this term. The children designed a logo
for Ancient Egypt, planned out a pattern,

then sewed it onto fabric using either a

running stitch or a cross stitch. The
children persevered to complete their
logos as accurately as they could. The
outcomes were incredible!

Have a lovely, well-earned

Christmas break and we cannot wait to continue
our learning in the New Year!

The yeawr 4 teamv

Y,

HighwoodPrim4b
HighwoodPrim4c




Year 5 News

Team: Miss Majer, Mrs Downes,
Mrs Laksmanaman, Mrs Mohammad & Mrs
Shahzadi

Welcome to the second edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a
fantastic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning
going on. Please read on to find out more!

Science and Key Question Lessons

Continuing on with
our Key Question of
P ‘HastOur  Earth
_ Finished Evolving? we

moved on to look at

'.",linked to the =T space. We spent a

“moon landing. We long time learning all about the planets, as
looked at all the features first, introducing a new well as how we get night and day and the
idea of relative clauses, before doing lots of Lunar Cycle. Throughout our learning, we
research and interviewing key players in the used practical resources to show our
landing. Finally, we published our newspaper understanding and using what we learnt
articles like real journalists. practically to write our explanations on how

things worked, using scientific explanations.

Maths Art

We've been looking We have finished the term with a very

at the four® exciting art day where we started to look at

the work of three different artists: Jackson
looking at ‘special 2 Pollock, Michael Carroll and Peter Thorpe.

/.

numbers’, such as = 'Learning new

techniques, we
then created a

prime numbers and factors. We have focused on

multiplying and dividing, learning new formal
piece of art work



Year 6 News

Teachers: Mr Robinson, Mrs Partridge, Mrs Nielsen
Mrs Rajput, Mrs Nice and Ms Yu

Looking back over this Autumn Term, we can’t believe how much we have learnt and done. We have

continued to address our question ‘Does Change Always Lead to Progress? through English, Histo-

ry, Science and the Arts. Year 6 would like to wish a Happy Christmas to all our families and friends.

English

After half-term we immersed ourselves in poetry. We
read and performed a variety of poems, and collected
our favourite ones for display. We then wrote our own
poems inspired by Robert MacFarland’s Red Fox.

Bl We have thoroughly enjoyed our whole
"l class reading book ‘Cogheart’ by Peter
Bunzl. It is an exciting adventure story
that includes themes such as, what it

means to be human; trust and betrayal;

friendship and kindness.

In writing, we have used our knowledge of the Industrial
Revolution to write biographies about influential men and
women of the time, how their lives contributed to their
successes, and how we benefit from their legacies today.

Maths

We have continued to hone our arithmetic skills and use
them to solve mathematical problems. We have had a
huge focus on skills involving fractions: addition and sub-
traction of fractions, multiplying and dividing; and frac-
tions of an amount. The children have worked incredibly

hard and have made excellent progress.
Science

In Science, we started off finding out about Darwin and
how he developed his theory of evolution. We investigat-
ed how the different beaks of finches had adapted over
many generations so that they were better able to sur-
vive on the food that grew on different islands of the
Galapagos.

Recently, we have begun to build on our knowledge and
understanding of electricity. We have learned the scien-
tific symbols for electrical components, and how these
can be combined to make a circuit.

History

As historians, we studied the impact that railways had
on the people of Britain. And asked, whether they were
a change for good or bad? We then looked at the devel-
opment of the Great Western Railway and how Reading
Station has changed over
time.

Geography

We have been learning
about the British Empire

impacted by the actions of the British. We studied their
locations and found them on a map.

Engineering

As part of our work
%31 on ‘the industrial revo-
| lution’, we have been
visited by different
engineers who have

B = shared their experienc-
es with the children. We thank them for giving up their
time and inspiring a possible future generation.

PE

In PE with Mr Edwards, we have been leaming about
fitness and how important it is to exercise as well as
learning how to coach others in ball skills. We have con-
tinued with swimming being a key component of the cur-
riculum and 6P have enjoyed regular lessons at Blue
Coats.

Follow us on Twitter

@HighwoodPriméR & @HighwoodPriméP



The Orchard
Speech and Language Resource News

Mrs Godfrey, Mrs Payne, Mrs Khan, Mrs Pithiya

T have secret plans LLtQJuLy: The Enormous Crocodile ROALD DAHL
and clever tricks! ¥ . R TheEnOFmOUS

Inspired by The Enormous Crocodile, the children have created their own stories using
the Colourful Stories planning structure and lots of imaginative ideas. They have made
good use of adjectives and have been practising how to revise and edit their work be-
fore publishing the stories ready to display and perform. Their stories have been full of
secret plans and clever tricks!

Maths: Addition and Subtruction

i,

the whole ] &gfe '
! %o

1 1
apart apart

Both maths groups have been consolidating their knowledge of

addition and subtraction this half term including using fact fami- During December, we
lies, part-whole models and column methods. The mastering have been starting

number and times tables groups have also been working hard every morning by un-
every day to develop their recall of number facts. wrapping and reading

a story from our book
advent calendar. We
¥ wish you a cosy

Christmas and Happy

| A=

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimR

New Year from the

Resource Team!






