News |l etter
HIi ghwood Pri mary Sc

February 2023 Where | ndivi dau g

5SFENJtFNByGak/ I NEBN&X
CANRGEes OFry L &atre | KdAS (KIFy]

FLLSEE® 28 YEyL3sR G2 Nriaas oG24\
Ot 2GKAy3 R2yle2ya (2 2dNJ RAa(NAOGdze |

GKFG 2dzNJ O2YYdzyAaide OFy NYXffe G213
daYSTNI YSO L FStdG | KdAS FY2dzyi

(KS 02ttt 80e2y @SydsSs 1y26Ay3 (KSe

RSOIaluSR o0& (dKAa RAal adSN®
l §SYRIFYyOS
L dzLJRF SR @24z

d’WW O L3 Nb Odzf | NJ 2dzNJ t SNEAAGSYd !oa
I SN 3Sa T2 N dpdduffRl yUCkSS atl SINE

COUNTS! T srEnom:o

S

frad GSN¥Y 6AGK

School success starts ' yRSNEAAGSYd ! 6aSy i hSxNa ve St NG Sit
with attendance KIS aAyOS AYLINROGSR | yidho®gNI K
t SNBAAGSYG '0aSyisSSiay NIGS A3

CKIFyYy]l @2dz F2NJ @2dzNJ O2y ey dsSR KSt LJ
l O RSYA&l a2y ! LRI GS

hdzNJ | OF RSYAadle2y FLLX AOFa2y KI &
CSoNHzZt NE HONRO® l'a az22y la L KI@S
LINE OSaa OFy o0S3IAyo

[ AGNI NBE ! LIRFGSY

| SNB Aa | aySlri1e LS 2F LI NJg
0KS fAONINE RdzZNAYy3I KFEF SN
Ay (GKS RS&A3IY FS8IGdNBaz o221 §
2y O@OSNBRA2Y p o0& GKS aYS L |
O2yURSyld AlG sAff 221 3IAINBIGH
a4 GKS FRdA Ga (2 @GAard GKS y
2S KIFI@S taz2 FWLRAYGSR + aoK

RdZNAYy3 Fff GKS oaYSiloftSR adaarzya
I+ @S I NBaldA oNBF{H

CKEYyl &2dz F2NJ &2 dzNJ & dzLILI2 NJi

o1

Q
>

g |
I St R

~ U)>
w

e)

w

NJ

YR &dzLLR2 NI Ay

y &4doYA§SR I
@ FdzNI K S NJ dzLJ

1

S

L

;f‘\ld\l y 7]

G2 KSf L) &dzLJLi2 NI

Sy
A G

Ly 2dzNJ 580SY6SN) bSoat S§SNE e @vm




Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Vanka, Mrs Cooper, Miss Ryan, Miss Bailey, Miss Mair

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a very busy first half of the Spring Term in F1. We have
begun exploring our new topic which is ‘Why do things chanqe?' and have welcomed a new group of F1 children
info the setting. We've been really impressed with how quickly they've settled and how helpful the older
children have been.

We started this tferm learning about the different seasons of the year. We were blessed with a
cold snap and had fun playing with ice we found in the garden. The children were very good at
telling us what would happen in Winter - Santa, making snowmen and having to wrap up warm.

When we moved on to Spring, the children made some beautiful Spring crafts and learnt to sing a
Spring song called, "It's Springtime.” We made butterflies and finger-painted Spring trees with
blossom or fresh, green leaves. We used our observation skills to find signs of Spring - we saw buds
on the trees and saw daffodils emerging.

The children have also been developing their listening, attention and teamwork skills
during P.E. They especially enjoyed “Run Rabbit Run” and stealing the foxes' tails in
"catch the tail”. These types of activities enable the children to learn how to follow
instructions and work together in order to play the game. During P.E, we have also been
learning to move in different ways and exploring the different ways our bodies can
move.

During this half of ferm we also celebrated Chinese New Year. It was
lovely that we have a child in the class that actually celebrates this
festival so they were able to share their experiences and their mummy
very kindly made Chinese dumplings for us to taste. They were so
yummy! We made drums to scare away Nian, made Chinese dragons and
red lanterns, role played in our Chinese restaurant and enjoyed lots of
"lucky"” red and gold messy play.

In phonics this half ferm, we've looked at rhyming. The children have all loved [~ 1 on T shell | duck
the rhyming books and always enjoy a favourite nursery rhyme. We've been 9

thinking about how rhyming words sound the same at the end and also the shape @ @ @
your mouth makes is also the same. We have also been thinking about simple

sentences when we've played our “jumping sentence” game. We look at an action hat | pen | bell | truck

card and then jump the number of words in the sentence we create e.g. “She is @ ﬁ z

hopping” or “The boy is sleeping.”
Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term and we look forward
to welcoming the children back after their break!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Miss Hargreaves & Mrs Parker

Mrs Newham, Miss Finch, Miss Webb, Mrs Alleyne, Miss Briggs

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for this term! We have been
really busy learning about space as part of our topic: 'How is the World
filled with colour’ Take a look!

Curiosity fuelled the start of our term
' when we found that a space ship had
landed in our outside areal We
investigated the clues left behind to

& work out how it got there. Eventually
we had to make a phone call o NASA

§ o see if they were missing one of

#85 their rockets!

' The children have been exploring numbers'
- and investigating one more and one less. We ‘ésgafcg/ M

have enjoyed learning what makesa9ora4 4 ¥ .
and what is the same and what is different ﬁﬁf‘ﬂrﬁii'@\r
about them. We have also looked at how =~ ° o
whole numbers can be split into two smaller
parts!

We have completed phase 2 phonics, and are working our way
through phase 3. The children are becoming really confident
with writing words and simple sentences independently. It is
great to see children use writing to enrich their play!

P -
&= Recently, we have been engaging in new
b books in our reading corner. We are
delighted fo see so many children choosing
to read in learning zone. They definitely
love learning all about Spacel!

Our topic has inspired great creativity, with children
choosing to create a range of things from paintings of
planets, to creating junk modelling Rockefts!

Thank you to all the parents who have continued to sugpor“r us this
half term and we look forward to seeing you after half term.
Enjoy the holidays.

Find us on Twitter : @HighwoodPrimF2P, @HighwoodPrimF2H



Year | News - Spring |

Miss Hughes, Miss Bolger and Mrs Garner

Mrs Tiwari, Mrs Wheeler, Miss Rohins, Miss Mubashar

Year | haxve haoad o wonderful start to the New Year. The children haxe
shown their curiosity and have put in lots of effort in all their lessons..

We hawve heen exploring
what things are made of
this term, looking ak
many different materiols
and where these are
found. The children hawve
heen wvery creative in their ideoas and re-
ally thought outside of the box.

History and Art

As part of our Key

" Question, we hawve heen
looking at the hisktory of

.~ the toys and how they

_ hawve dewveloped onver time.
We can explain some of
the key differences hetween the toys of
the past and the toys we hawve at home -
we enjoyed heing ahle to look at old toys
and thought abouwt which ones we would
have lLiked to hawve. We hawve Looked more
specifically at the
history of LEGO and
considered how and why
it changed to bhecome
what it is today. Ln ark,
we hawve heen so excited
to begin painting. We

hawve proctised colouwr

IMAKING, MALNG OUS primary
colouwrs to make
secondary colouwrs, as well as
using white and bhlack to help us
explore tone and how this chaonges
a painting. We hawve tried pointing
a toy and are going to exvaluate how we
can improve our paintings after half-
term.

This term, we hawve
rexvisited place volue,
addition and suwhitracktion
by looking ot our numbers
to 20. We hawve thought
ahout how numhbers can
he split into tens and
ones and how we can use
our number-hond knowledge to help us
find the answer. We hawve also proctised

huilding our own numhber lines and hawve

hegun to estimalte.

Our story focus this term
was ‘The Nutcracker. We
found this story
foascinating and Loved
creating our own NerAion nf
the Land of Sweets’ The
children haxe impressed
us with the way they harve
chaollenged themselves to improve their

writing and howve caorefully considered
the hest adjectives to use. We hawve also
explored how ‘The Nutcracker waos
creoted to he a bhollet in our music. We
hawve carefully considered the different
AONGA (our faxourite wos The Russian
Dance) and hawxe exen tried some of the

dance moves as well.

Follow us on Twitter for more updates::
@Highmw.oodPrimIH (Miss Hughes)
@Highmw.oodPrim BG (Ms. Bol,gzr/ Mrs Garner)



Year 2 News - Spring |

Miss Hulme, Ms Sandhu,
Mrs Butler, Miss Roherts, Miss Hayw.ard
Owr key guestion has heen wvery popular .and the children have loved filling their
hackpocks and travelling the world to learn all .ohout the Adifferent countries,
continents .and oceans. It seems we have some budding adventurers and explorers
who are very eager to explore the w.orld!

Where in the world would we like to explore?
English

To help us understand more .about We hawve heen ~very busy this
Adifferent countries and cultures, we have half term- wene learnt ahout
studied ~various troditional tales from 2D and 3D shapes, money
around the world. We have focused on  .and most recently P
"The Crane Girl which is a Japanese folk multiplication, mwhich we ."a .on.ey
tale and then wsed owr creative writing will continue exploring after “ ‘
/sk.dlzs,torz-mutzuwug,ow,own}w,o the holidays. We are hoping -, W@”

and rvillain character. to spot one of the new - | oty
coins or notes with King 9. ,-wq z%
M Charles on wvery soon! o .

Whole Class Reading

We have heen reading ‘The Lost Science
Happy Endings’ by Carol Ann .
Diffy. The hildhen . We have enjoyed

such insightful opinions and g

detailed reasons during the

b ol el about what a hahitat is
the | Ful ,cmd..ﬂtz ;d;\z‘/izrj;tr:ypm of
ustrations.

the mole hills!
Characteristics of living things M R S G R E N ’
Movement MRS GREN J lE‘I-PEJd'
Gzo,gr,a,ph.y ?::f:::‘.l:" M |us to remember the 7
Stowh charocteristics of living
things, where we hove

Owr atlas .and map w.ork Reproduction
"B has never heen hetter!  tsion
T}w. en. can confident - enjoyed learning some
mm/sf,aobs,ab.ou.tﬂmwm new scientific xocabulary!

continents and five oceans olready and

were only halfway through the topic!

Follow us on Twitter;

@HighwoodPrim2H @HighwoodPrim2S



Year 3 News

Miss Rumbold, Mrs Hartgrove, Dr Read

How has water shaped our World?

Eng&sh,
Year 3 have had an exciting start of term, The children have been working hard on
imagining that they are Mr Mole and writing a multiplication. We have realised the relationship

diary entry about the day that they ventured into  between multiplying a digit by one, and by ten,
the Wild Wood - scary stuffl We have also enjoyed and have made links between multiplying between

rewriting our own tale for Toad and spent a long two, four and eight. We have worked on

time thinking about how to use sentences multiplying a two digit number by a one digit

effectively, and speech, in our writing. number as well. Well done for such great
perseverance!

Topic
We started off our new key question gathering
information on the different ways in which water is
used daily and worldwide. The children were
surprised to see how much of an impact water has
on our lives. We learnt about boats through history,
and then learnt about the waterways in our local
area too. We are big fans of Henley now, as well as

the River Thames!

Whote Class Readuxg

We read the classic text ‘The Wind in the Willows’
this term and the children could see the differences

between each of the character’s personalities.
There is so much wonderful vocabulary in this
book! All of this helped hugely in our writing in
English. We are also reading ‘The River Singers’,
which is similar to ‘The Wind in the Willows’ in

using animals as central characters. We have met
a family of voles, who need to shelter constantly
from the dangers that the area around the river Follow us on Twitter;

can bring. @HighwoodPrim3R ~ @HighwoodPrim3RH



Year 4 News - Spring 1
Mr Miss Barrett, Miss Clarke, Mrs Strong, Mrs Tindall

and Mrs Chaurasia

What did

English

This term we have been focussing on Roman Myths.
We created our own introduction to a myth using ‘The
Man who Cut Down Trees’ as our inspiration. This al-
lowed the children to develop plot and tension that
began the dilemma of a moral, whilst adding pathetic
fallacy to show the Gods emotions. After this we
delved into playscripts, including dialogue and stage
directions, before putting on performances for other

members of the class.
Maths

This term we started with learning the concepts behind
multiplication and division. The children have explored
these by using practical equipment, before moving onto
using a variety of different written methods. In
Multiplication, we started with the grid method and
most children progressed to using the compact column
method to answer 3-digit by 1-digit questions. In
Division, the children all used the place value method
and some have used the part-whole model. They were
able to use them to divide three digit numbers by one
digit number, even solving problems involving

remainders. .

History

With our key question being all about the Romans, the
children have been focusing a lot on History this term
so far. We have explored what the Roman Empire was,
their armies, gods and artefacts. We had lots of fun
recreating Roman battle formations with our shields.
The children then used their shields to recreate and act

the Romans Do For Us?

VANE

out the Roman timeline with key events that took

place. We have been extremely impressed that they can
remember when Rome was built and when the empire
collapsed.

Science

This term we have been
learning about food
chains. The children
created their own food

chain in a Russian Doll

style where the predator can eat its prey. We have also
begun looking into states of matter, exploring the
differences between solids, f
liquids and gases.

Art and DT

In Art and DT this term we have

started to look at mosaics. We've

appreciated Antoni Gaudi’s work
with mosaics and how this is linked to the Romans. We

have also thought about Roman mosaics and how they

inspire us!

Computing
| The children have had a

| lot of fun learning about
loop commands in
computing. They were
able to program a robot
to remember and repeat

a loop command on its own. They loved it!

HighwoodPrim4a
HighwoodPrim4b

Have a lovely Half

Term break.




Year 5 News
Team: Miss Majer, Mrs Downes, Mrs Laksmanan,

Mrs Mohammed, Mrs Shahzadi and Mrs Hillier

Welcome to the first spring edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had
lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning going on.

Please read on to find out more!

English

All our English this term has been around the
story of Beowulf, the Anglo Saxon hero who
saved a town from the perilous death that
Grendel was spreading! We’ve spent a long
time analysing the text and collecting crucial
vocabulary. After this, we created our own, vile
monsters for Beowulf to defeat, using character
descriptions to create wanted posters for the
town of Heorot. During the final week of term,
we’ve been writing our own Beowulf saga using
these creatures too!

fractions with different denominators. It has
been a tricky process for us, but by using our
tables
equivalent fractions to help us

times and division facts to find
along our

journey.

Key Question Lessons

Our key question for this term is ‘Is Invasion
Ever Justified?’,
learning all around The Vikings and The Anglo-

where we are basing our

Saxons. To kick off our topic, we started by
completing our very own archaeological dig
where we dug for Anglo Saxon artefacts and
asked historical questions to try and learn more
about the civilisations. Through the topic, we
have also looked at what physical and human

geography features might come into play when

about
different Anglo- ©
Saxon kings and
learnt about how -



Year 6 News

Teachers: Mr Robinson, Mrs Partridge, Mrs Nielsen,
Mrs Nice and Ms Yu

This term we have really immersed ourselves in our topic question, ‘What would a world without

war look like?’ So far we have concentrated on the causes of WW2, The Blitz and the effect the war

had on families.

English

Our whole class reading book this

4 half term has been, ‘When the Sky

| Falls’ by Phil Earle. The children have
enjoyed getting to know Joseph (a
troubled boy who has been evacuated
b to the city), and how he learns to
understand his own feelings through

PHIL EARLE

his relationship with a gorilla
(Adonis). :

g‘h:\sxcuﬂg morning when 1 wos
P Seen
In writing, we orood

wrote a
powerful
description
about The
Blitz. We
used lots of
the figurative

i fheic_nabond. brathiog ea :
language (personification, similes etc) that we had learnt
about in the Autumn Term.

Maths

This term we have been learning about ratio and
algebra. The children have excelled at using their
knowledge of fractions to help them understand ratio
and have made good progress leaming a new concept in
algebra.

Topic
Oue Ary,s
Over the last few weeks, T oty & wh o el b ibetd
: R e Kl B e
our topic has focussed BT L W S T
T P W T =
history and science. e
e AP
Las ;n.;.‘ """""3 Lea® :!;. A :._
i |y . R R
Histor ) ,..;..-..L‘g}_‘“ o o L
*'H"_x .,J&A’L'.:}iu‘. S T
H . o ptedidig. Tut oy gl e
{a ”. o o ~ e
History has been the main ‘:H#‘ -béa%_k i et e,
ic thi T e R
focus of our topic this e T e
term. We have learnt ) Y N
:Il "‘"““’3’"““"“’,-“\.,]
about the women’s land 4\ faas -
| Yo el =
army (and the role of L", T A X Eon

women in WW2) and we wrote a letter to a young
woman trying to persuade her to come and work at our

farm. We found out
My Rationed Lunch

he lunch that a school child might have been able to
eat during WW2

about evacuees and
how they were different “**

[Remember food would Rave been rationed 30 there ar things that you
would narmally eat that they might not have been able tol)

from refugees. We were
amazed about rationing

and what people

actually ate in the war.
Perhaps our question
should have been, ‘How
could people live in a
world without pizza or
McDonalds!?’.

Science

We have started investigating light in Science and
thinking about how the properties of light were used for
attack and defence during WW2. We know you need to
have light in order to see and that the blackout
prevented German bombers from identifying targets.

PE

In PE, the children have been learning racket skills with
Mr Edwards and Gymnastics in Indoor PE. It has been
wonderful seeing so many children gain confidence in
skills such as tumbling and vaulting.

We hope you all have a healthy half-term break.

The Year 6 Team

Follow us on Twitter
@HighwoodPriméP

@HighwoodPriméR &



The Orchard
Speech and Language Resource News

Mrs Godfrey, Mrs Payne, Mrs Khan, Mrs Pithiya

L'Lteruzy: All Around

iy

After sorting out fiction and non-fiction books
and finding lots of non-fiction features, the
children have chosen one of the seven continents to write a report
about. All of the reports will be collected into a book, which the children would like to
take in turns to bring home to show you during next half term.

Maths: Numbers to- 20, Shape, Mulliplication and Division

L
: I W

oy I e

Mastering Number and times tables sessions are going strong in resource maths and the
children have been enjoying naming and sorting 2D and 3D shapes, using arrays and
sharing and grouping. Daily ‘Flashback’ questions on white boards are helping with

remembering and using everything they have learned.

Our New- Outdoor Area !

meawtdaurareai.snowmad.y w'useandweamplafmww
hu.vetotsqffunlwmhgautstdzasthzwmﬂmrgetswumwt

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimR






