Newsletter

Highwood Primary School Issue no.57

March 2023 ‘Where Individuals Matter'

Dear Parents/Carers,

This Spring Term always seem to fly by, but we have still managed to fill the weeks with a huge amount of exciting
learning. This issue is filled with examples of the fantastic opportunities that Highwood children receive.

School Library:
We have been able to open our new library to children during this term!!

There are still more books on order and some of our current books still to &

add onto the new library system, but we have been able to timetable all \‘ L

Highwood Library

classes to access our brand new space. It has been amazing to see classes . &

Attendance
| updated you last term with our concerns around Attendance, in

particular our Persistent Absenteeism. Last academic year, the National d W ‘
Averages for attendance was 95.4% and the Persistent Absenteeism was L é 24 g

s COUNTS! ™

In our February Newsletter, our attendance percentage was 93.5% and

Persistent Absenteeism level was 20.7% . Our year to date figures have School success starts
with attendance

since dropped slightly with our attendance figure is at 93.0% but our
Persistent Absenteeism has continued to decrease and is now 19.6%

Thank you for your continued help and support in improving these attendance figures, it is very much appreciated.

Have a restful break!

Thank you for your support

Matt Hickey
Headteacher
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Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Cooper, Mrs Vanka, Miss Mair, Miss Ryan, Miss Teader and Mrs Bailey

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a jam-packed second half of
the Spring Term in F1. We have continued fo explore our topic which is ‘Why
do things change?' and crammed in our second school trip to Woodley libra
to celebrate World Book Day tool We enjoyed the walk and were really well
behaved while we listened to the stories. The Very Hungry Caterpillar was our
favourite as we'd been reading it at school.
» THE VERY
HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR

We started off this half term learning about the changes in
our bodies as we grow ur. We learnt about the life cycle of
flowers and planted sunflower seeds and cress.

Then we learnt all about the life cycle of a butterfly, turning
from a caterpillar to a butterfly, learnt a new rhyme "There's
a tiny caterpillar on a leaf.” and retold the story of 'The Very
Hungr'Y Caterpillar! We made butterflies and caterpillars
galore!

Y LU
LT B

The main event was learning about the life cycle of a
chicken and hatching our own chicks. The children have
been so excited to watch the eggs hatch and see how
they change and grow. It was wonderful to see the
children experience the changes first hand and handle
the chicks so beautifully. We had some really good chick
-whisperers who calmed the chicks down when they were
holding them.

We have had lots of fun doing a variety of Easter
activities to round of f the term. We have made chocolate
Easter nests, done a chick hunt, explored Easter sensory
trays, made so many different Easter crafts and had an
Easter egg hunt around the nursery setting.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term, helping with the trip
and joining us for SPLAT . We look forward to welcoming the children back after the Easter
break!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Miss Hargreaves & Mrs Parker

Mrs Newham, Mrs Alleyne, Miss Mair, Mrs Poulton, Miss Quelch

Welcome to our Foundation stage news. We have been r'eall?l busy continuing to explore our
termly topic 'How is the World filled with colour’ which has allowed us o explore in more detail
the world in which we live. Take a look!

We started the half term with world book day - where we focused on "The

Smeds and the Smoos’ by Julia Donaldson. We had great fun bringing the

story to life through lots of activities. The children enjoyed this cosy day in
their pyjmas, getting cosy and reading stories.

In maths we have focused on numbers to 10 and we have
explored number bonds to 10 - ask us to sing Farmer Pete has
lost his sheepl The children are now excited to look at ‘teen
numbers' in the summer term.

We looked at doubling numbers using ladybird spots to help us
understand that when we double we add the same amount.

We have been revisiting phase 3 phonics. It has been fantastic to see
the growing independence and confidence within our reading and
writing. The children really enjoy writing their own sentences during
phonics, and we are currently using our love of writing to retell the
story 'The Enormous turnip'l

We thoroughly enjoyed our SPLAT day this term, it was great
having parents in so that we can showcase our continual
improvement with our reading and writing! We hope that you
enjoyed your visit and we look forward to our final SPLAT day in
the summer term.

We would like to say a huge
thank you for your generous
donations on red nose day! We
had such a fun day wearing our
red clothes!

Thank you to all the parents who have continued to support us this half ferm and we look forward
to seeing you after half term. En 7Loy the holidays.
Find us on Twitter : @HighwoodPrimF2 @nghwoodPr'lmFZH



Year! News - S,pn;n,g 2

Miss. Bﬂig,er, Mrs Garner, Miss H,u,ghm

Mirs Wheeler, Mirs Timwari, Miss Robhin, Miss
Mubashaor

Will we ?alxuu; wikh the same /tmu;a when we are older?

Science, G,ngfaph# and HL/S.LUL%L

We hare really We hawve developed loks of different
: Qﬂfﬂ"jw lea.r. ning skills in Maths this term. We

ahbout T,cuj/s this term.
We hawe done Lots 'Uf place value knﬂw,tzxix}z o naumbers
ANNLALIAGALLONS, LIk 40 50. We hawve wsed numicon, heaod
dijjzfzn,t materials
thot are wsed ko make ompor lines to }uz,,l.p represent

Loys. We hane ,c,omp,ar,e,d old and wiEnimnbers s Bave Baceme

new Loys, /t,a,lkm? ahbout the

started ,o/} Wikh z/x,pan,dm,g OML

BETANGS, cuhes, counters and

more m,d,epzn,d,z,mt at pf,o,b,l,em—

similarities and d,/;f/umm. We AﬂlNMx} ool We harve also heon

hawe builk on our know. ,Le,dg,e '0; /vw,rkm? O MLOASMIING ,Le,ng/th and

the UK h‘f lear nNANG aboukt where }uu;g}ut and we were f,ea,uxj gxwd at

Lo - e madse. it!l We hawve created ,hux}ht charts
and learnt how to wse rulers to
Ei»gu_/ih faind the longeskt and shortest

- S==2 T he children hawve ohjecks.
ﬂhc‘!m\" worked so hard on s Computing and 59
# m— ¥

We hanre m}w#,ed

J ronct _ dearning ahbouk
S non-fuckion Lemis. N building wsing LEGO and how
W;a harve had Lots U/ /,u,,n O OMS
L6 eonstrtct dzﬁ’.eﬁen,t /,cw,/turm ,0; ol
trip to Milestones Museiwm and we
houwse. ln computing, we hawve Loved
hawve learnt how to write a recount A
to tell someone all ahout it! We ffﬂgfémm;ng e K#fjf i ku,nxi
have also bheen wajcm,g at non- RALIANG DO ,a,lvgﬂn, LA MVOTE:

Lh,mnﬂl,cu},ucal reporks and MsANY u

Y . Check out our Twitter feeds ak;
q,um;t,wn/s o /,uut oML more

@HighWo.odPrimIBG (Miss Balgzr/ Mrs Gar-

about materials. ner)



Year 2 News - Spring 2

Miss Hulme, Ms Sandhu
Mrs Butler, Miss Roberts, Miss Hayw.ard

More fun has heen had this half term continuing owr topic of around the w.orld!
The children now have a hrain full of key focts about the different continents -
including human and physical Geography which we have heen learning .ohout in
Topic lessons. The children showcased super creativity skills during Art lessons
and hawve heen mworking very hard!

Where in the world would we like to explore?

English
Year 2 hawve heen working hard to write We howve heen very husy this half term
their own information text ahout the in Maths. We started off by continuing
continents of the world! The children our multiplication .and division unit, .ond
have shown great teamw.ork skills to then focused on length and height and
' mass. We enjoyed wsing our comparison
skills to compare different weights and
ohjects using the hucket scales .and even
managed to line up in height order! We
are very impressed with how hard the
children have heen w.orking on their
reasoning skills! ~ &~

and the iPads to find their research. We
have learnt how to wse headings and
subheadings to orgonise our

\.

information and also the importance of 7 @
formal languoge. We are looking The I|;12 is \\
forward to being able to showcase owr |, o e e 42 ,
published hook in the school library! Ark \ /_.»I
Whole Class Reading A clear hiahliaht was desianing ond
& We hawve heen reading ‘The making ouwr clay pots that were
Lion, the Witch .and the inspired by the artist Clarice CLff.
Wardrohe which is set in We wused this opportunity to learn
S the wondrous land of maore ahout different techniques .and
LE S50 Narnia. We have really styles, such as using shapes, lines
enjoyed exploring this hook and and bright, hold colours.
using our DEREK skills to irwestigate Follow us on Twitter;

the text. @HighwoodPrim2H  @HighwoodPrim2S



Year 3 News
Miss Rumbold, Mrs Bolton and Dr Read

Mrs Trayhorne, Mrs Moore, Mrs Aswal, Mrs Rudroju and Mrs Nandakumara

How has water shaped our World?

English
Year 3 have been working incredibly hard on their

We have been working incredibly hard in maths

biography writing and have showcased the life and looking at division in a variety of ways. We have

careers of footballer Beth Mead and snowboarder

been dividing a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number

Chloe Kim. We learnt about the lives and through regrouping and flexible partitioning (with

achievements of these inspirational women. We and without remainders). The children showed this

also wrote some brilliant poetry focused on water. multiple ways using concrete, pictorial and

The children loved making acrostic and shape written methods. The children have also continued

poetry! We used many poetic devices such as to develop their mental maths through their daily

alliteration, onomatopoeia and triplets to engage

learning of their 8 times tables.

the reader. e
< TowMoorkouse
The ¢ i . .‘ :
River .
Singers

We have added to our learning loop with a lot more

Whote Class Rwding

information. Our Design and Technology and

We have continued to enjoy reading The River Computing lessons have involved a focus on
Singers by Tom Moorhouse and have liked designing and creating boats. We thought carefully
learning about the lives of the creatures who live ~ @bout the specifications and chose materials which
near the water. It has been lovely to see the would be able to float and be waterproof. In music
journey the characters have been on and how we also listened to a song from the 60s called
they have worked together and been resilient to Messin’ About on the River and realised that the
overcome the challenges they have faced. lyrics described life on a river.

been very enthusiastic
W about using our lovely, Follow us on Twitter;

A @HighwoodPrim3B  @HighwoodPrim3RH




Year 4 News - Spring 2

Miss Barrett, Miss Clarke, Mrs Strong, Mrs Chaurasia, Mrs

Panahpoori and Mr Edwards

Welcome to this edition of the Year 4 news! We have had a jam-packed term of learning,

please read on to find out about the incredible knowledge the children have gained!

What did the Romans do for us?

This term year 4 have been leaming all about the
Romans and their invasion of the British Isles and what
the Romans brought over to Britain. It was incredible to
see how much enthusiasm the children had for this topic.

Maths

We have been extremely busy in maths this term
exploring multiplication and division, mastering
perimeter and even Roman numbers which linked to our
topic! The children have been fantastic at finding Roman
numbers around the school and are able to tell us the
value of them.

We have just recently started our new topic in maths,
everyone’s favourite topic, fractions! We have explored
identifying fractions, fractions on a number line and
mixed numbers. We look forward to continue our
learning after the break.

We are still focussing on our times tables work every
week and getting the children ready for the
multiplication test in the summer term. If you could find
some time at home to support with this as well it will
make a huge difference to their knowledge.

Writing
Over the past few weeks we have been working on our
non-fiction skills and leaming many facts about Romans.
The children particularly enjoyed learning about
Boudicca and her role in fighting for her country against
the Romans. It was lovely to see the work produced
when they could take these facts and create a biography
on Boudiccal We have recently been putting our
knowledge to the test by writing a speech. The children
have turned into a Roman solider who needs to convince
the rest of Rome to go and invade Britain. We cannot
wait to see their performances.

Science

This term, in science, we started off by
recapping our knowledge on what
makes a solid, liquid and gas and
what each of their particles would
look like. The children became
scientists and conducted an
experiment to see what would happen |©

when we apply heat to an:z.
ice cube. They were able to =~
link this to how the state of -
matter changed over 1:he0“f‘ffj'3‘o
time - they were even able to 5@
describe the change to the s

candle too! We then linked
this back to our previous
learning and how the states
of matter fit into the water
cycle. It was lovely to see
how many key words they
could remember from their
geography learning while
adding in their new scientific language.

Design and Technology and Art

studied the
the children have

As we have
Romans,
been able to put their
creativity to the test to
produce a Roman Mosaic.
The children were able to
experiment with some
designs, create it on a
software programme called
TinkerCad and then finally
produce it using tiles and
grout. The patience,
creativity and teamwork
m between them all was one to
behold.

. Have a lovely EFaster break and we look forward

to continuing our learning in the new term.

HighwoodPrim4a
HighwoodPrim4b




Year 5 News

Team: Miss Majer, Mrs Downes, Mrs Inwards, Mrs
Mohammad, Mrs Laksmanan, Mrs Shahzadi

Welcome to the third edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had lots of
exciting opportunities and lots of new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

14
English

We began the
term by
completing our | A
full-length
narrative of a
Viking Saga
based on our
whole class
reading book,

‘Beowulf’.

We have spent the remainder of the term
exploring the features of informal letter writing
and, inspired by our current book, ‘Letters
from the Lighthouse’ are writing letters as
though are writing home as evacuees during
WWw2.

Maths

Our focus in maths this term has been formal positive prints. During
written methods for multiplication and division. the series of lessons,

Key Question Lessons

Our key question this term has been ‘Is
Invasion ever Justified? our learning has been
around The Vikings and The Anglo-Saxons.
After exploring
Viking battle
techniques and
the
theng

designed a Viking

equipment,
children

shield and used a
3D computer programme, Tinkercad to bring it
to life. They have also learnt about Viking gods
and goddesses and written arguments ’for and
against’ our key question. We also started a
new, exciting pro-
ject in art where we
were exploring Celtic

knots and making!

The children began with the ‘area model’ for we started by looking at what a Celtic knot

multiplication and then progressed to long was, linking it to artist Archibald Knox (who
multiplication (or the column method). They was a Liberty’s designer!), before creating
also learnt alternative methods of multiplying some of our own. Once we were confident with




Year 6 News

Teachers: Mrs Partridge, Mr Robinson, Mrs Nice, Ms
Yu, Mrs Nielsen and Mr Edwards

This term has been a busy one with lots of hard work but also lots of fun. We have continued to

address our key question, ‘What would a world without war look like?

English
Our whole class reading book this half
term has been, ‘When Hitler Stole Pink

Rabbit’ by Judith Kerr. The children
have enjoyed getting to know Anna

and Max (German Jewish siblings who

Rabbi{ become refugees during WW2). We

used this and the introduction to
Carrie’s War (by Nina Bawden) to inspire us in our
writing of an evacuee story. We are now leaming how to
present one side of a balanced argument: “Were the
actions of Hitler justified?” in :
order to address the question
‘What would a world without war _
look like?’.
drawing upon their knowledge

The children are

from history lessons to support
their arguments.

Maths

In maths, we have continued to focus on arithmetic and
have enjoyed using SumDog to support us with this. We
have also learnt about fractions, decimals and
percentages, understanding how to find equivalents and
compare them. We are moving on to recapping area and

perimeter in slightly more depth.
Art

As artists, we have evaluated the success of Propaganda
posters during WW2. We have learnt how to create a
stamp for printing using Styrofoam; evaluating what
worked well when trying to create a clean print. We are

excited to be creating our final pieces this week!

History and Geography

The children have continued to show a real enthusiasm
for leaming about WW2. In Geography, we looked at
Reading and compared it to Dusseldorf (the city in
Germany that Reading is twinned with), to see how
WW?2 affected both places. In History, we learnt about
what it was like to be a young person in Germany in the
1930s under Nazism.

PSHE

In PSHE we have enjoyed our Growing and Changing
topic thinking about how humans develop and also the
influence that media has over us. The children have
thought analytically about how
things online are not always as
they seem, especially in

advertising.

Computing

Our computing lessons have been a real highlight. We
have used the programme Scratch to create algorithms
that light up a traffic light. Everyone really enjoyed
trying to fix the bugs in the sequence and work out how
to get two traffic lights working in sync!

PE

We have enjoyed playing Boccia and New Age Kurling
during our indoor PE lessons. The children have used
teamwork to out-play each other. With Mr Edwards, the
children have taken part in
fitness challenges and have
enjoyed a spot of golf!

We hope you have a lovely Easter break, and look

forward to seeing you in the summer term!
Follow us on Twitter:

@HighwoodPriméR & @HighwoodPriméP
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The Orchard
Speech and Language Resource News

Mrs Godfrey, Mrs Payne, Mrs Khan, Mrs Pithiya

Literacy: All Around the World and Writing Instructions

We started of f this half term in literacy by making pancakes and writing down the
instructions. Later on, we wrote instructions to make a jam sandwich and read them out
to a partner. We have gained lots of skills in using 'bossy’ imperative verbs to tell the
reader what to do and used our knowledge of capital letters for headings and
sub-headings from writing our continent reports.

TS

_Perimeter
xif=nD
2x2=4 2 u 7
:x-¢ | What is Perimet
:x--s | \What is Perimeter?
2x5=10 The perimeteris the , < >
2x6=12 .
I

4 2x7-14 distance all the way

7\ 2x8=16 around the outside

If. 2x =18 of a 2D shape. PE—

B 2x10 =20 ! ]

Our maths groups have been working hard this half term to develop their skills in number
and measure.

Now that the weather is a bit warmer, we have had fun learning in our fabulous outdoor

area. Highlights have included a red nose egg and spoon race and making number bonds

to 20 using 10 frames. The tulips are up and we are getting ready to sow our vegetable
seeds!

Follow us on Twitter
@HighwoodPrimR






