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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing this having visited your children with their new class teachers and I genuinely can’t believe how quickly this year 

has gone.  So much has happened during this year - the challenge, for me personally, has been to reflect on the huge amount 

of positives rather than simply focussing on the judgements during the OFSTED inspection.  Through building on the excellent 

practice we already have at Highwood, we are already seeing the fruits of our labour.   

The 4 areas of the school that we have to report our academic achievements for are Foundation Stage, Phonics, KS1 and KS2 

SATs.  The table below shows how our mainstream children perform in relation to the National Average.  Out of the 10 main 

headlines, 1 is in line with the National Average and the other 9 areas above, with many areas being significantly above, the 

National Average.  Our children have been superb, right across the school, and I couldn't be more proud.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For me, this is not the single most important factor.  To effectively reflect at the end of each year, a colleague always poses 

this question: 

When your year 6’s walk across the playground on their last day of term, what is it you want them to have achieved at 

your school?   

Unashamedly, my first answer will always be - I want our children to be happy. I want our children to be ready for the world 

and to be able to contribute as successful citizens.  I want them to live our Values and use our Learning Behaviours long after 

their time at Highwood. Of course I want them to do well academically, but I also want them to perform just as well, 

sportingly, musically, artistically and in all other areas of the curriculum. This will be the 

foundation of what we build our future success at Highwood and by our next visit from the 

Inspection team, the progress will be there for all to see!  Have a great Summer - enjoy the rest, 

ready for an exciting new term in the Autumn.  

 
Matt Hickey 
Head Teacher 
@headhighwood 








































