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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

We have reached the end of another learning-filled term and it brings us even closer to the end of 

another academic year.  Plans are being formalised with our staffing structure for September and 

once it has been finalised, I will share it with you all.   

 

There have been lots of interest in the vacancies that have arisen and despite it being extremely 

difficult to recruit teachers (particularly in the South East) we are never short of people who want to 

join the Highwood team.  I always get a huge sense of pride showing potential candidates around 

our school.  Everyone always gives similar feedback as to how warm, friendly and calm our setting is 

and how purposeful the learning is in each of our classrooms.  You should be as proud of your 

children as we are about how they conduct themselves whilst in school.   

 

An exciting development that will start next term is our use of VR 

Headsets.  We have invested in a year group set of Class VR 

technology to further develop the enrichment of our curriculum.  

During the procurement process we used the headsets to take a 

journey around Anne Frank’s house to see the space where she 

wrote her diary; we visited the launch of a space rocket and went on 

a polar exploration!  The teachers will receive training next term and 

our curriculum will be updated to make sure that, where it adds content to the children’s learning, 

we make use of this exciting resource. 

 

Prior to using the VR sets with children, we will share our VR policy, so that parents are fully aware 

of how the technology will be used in classrooms.  We will also offer a parent workshop, so that you 

can experience the technology yourselves  and ask us any questions.  Exciting times!!! 

 

Wishing you all a restful half term break. 

 

Matt Hickey 

Headteacher 





























Dear Families, 

With longer days and hotter temperatures, we are crossing our fingers that the good weather continues into 

the Half term holiday.  As well as Woodford Park paddling pool, which is opening for the season tomorrow, 

we have many playgrounds and nature areas within walking distance of the school that can be visited for 

free in the holiday. 

*************Don’t forget! Stay hydrated, wear a sun hat and wear sunscreen! Children can 

burn quickly, even in cloudy weather. Sun burn is no fun burn – take care! *********** 

We hope you have a restful and enjoyable break. 

Mrs Sayer, Mrs Padbury and Mrs Hall 

Local SEND Support 

 

 
Information, support & what’s 

on locally for SEND families. 
https://
www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-
offer-for-0-25-year-olds-with-
additional-needs/ 

 
Provide free, confidential, 

impartial SEND advice, guid-
ance and support. 

www.sendiasswokingham.o
rg.uk 

  

 
Specialist support for local 
Families who have Children 

& Young People with Special 
Needs parentingspecialchil-

dren.co.uk 

 
ASSIST Team 

Autism Spectrum Service for 
Information Support and 

Training 
  

Who we are:     

 

Lucy Sayer – Family Support 

I support the pupils in school and their families. This includes putting together a timeta-
ble of information events, training and social events that we can all, (current restrictions 
allowing!), enjoy as a school community. I’d also welcome any ideas you have about 
events, so please get in touch if there is anything you think would benefit the families of 
Highwood School. 

  

 

Lindsay Padbury - Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) 

A special educational need/ and or disability (SEND) can cause barriers to a child’s learn-
ing. My role in school is to identify the children’s strengths and manage any extra needs 
they may have. I liaise with teachers and teaching assistants to help support the pupil’s 
needs and discuss appropriate actions that will help reduce any barriers to their learn-
ing. If you have any SEND concerns, please initially talk to your child’s class teacher. 

  

  

 
  

  
Lisa Hall – Attendance Officer 

I am here to support Highwood families with all matter around attendance and punctu-
ality. At Highwood, we aim for a minimum 96% attendance across the school, and I will 
contact and work closely with families to help them achieve this.  Please contact me if 
you have any attendance or punctuality concerns. 
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Local SEND Support 

Local Offer information   

Local support for 0 - 25 year olds with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 

 Local Offer for 0 - 25 year olds with additional needs - Wokingham Borough Council 

 

Wokingham SENDIASS  

We provide free, confidential, impartial advice, guidance and support.  

Understanding SEN support  

Advice about EHCPs  

Information about health and social care  

Helping to understand reports and paperwork  

Expressing your views  

Building good relationships with professionals  

And more...  

https://www.sendiasswokingham.org.uk/  
 

 

Children with Additional Needs (CAN) Network Wokingham  
 

The Children with Additional needs (CAN) Network is an information and support service for 

children and young people (up to age 25) with additional needs and their families.  

Children with additional needs (CAN) network - Wokingham Borough Council  

 

Parenting Special Children  

We provide specialist support for Berkshire Families who have Children + Young People 

with Special Needs  

Home Page - PSC (parentingspecialchildren.co.uk)  

  

List of Local SEN support compiled by SENDIASS Wokingham  

Other sources of support (sendiasswokingham.org.uk)  

 

Camp Mohawk  

Camp Mohawk is a multi-functional day centre for children with special needs and their 

families, set in 5 acres of beautiful countryside, just outside Wargrave, Berkshire. 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-offer-for-0-25-year-olds-with-additional-needs/
https://www.sendiasswokingham.org.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-offer-for-0-25-year-olds-with-additional-needs/health-and-social-care/social-care/children-with-additional-needs-can-network/
https://www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/
https://www.sendiasswokingham.org.uk/useful-information/other-sources-of-support/


Free Half Term Activities 

Half Term Events and Activities in Wokingham (wokinghamrocks.co.uk) 

Woodley Town Center (woodleytowncentre.co.uk) 

https://www.woodley.gov.uk/woodley-library 

https://www.woodley.gov.uk/parks-facilities/

woodford-park-leisure-centre/paddling-pool 

 

(Open 11am – 6pm daily from 27th May) 

The Museum of English Rural Life (reading.ac.uk) 

Collections – Cole Museum (reading.ac.uk)  

https://www.wokinghamrocks.co.uk/things-to-do/half-term-in-wokingham/#:~:text=Half%20Term%20Events%20and%20Activities%20in%20Wokingham%20-,Walk%20Friendly%20Free%20Parks%20%26%20Walks%20More%20items
https://www.woodleytowncentre.co.uk/news-events
https://www.woodley.gov.uk/woodley-library
https://www.woodley.gov.uk/parks-facilities/woodford-park-leisure-centre/paddling-pool
https://www.woodley.gov.uk/parks-facilities/woodford-park-leisure-centre/paddling-pool
https://merl.reading.ac.uk/
https://collections.reading.ac.uk/cole-museum/





