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Aims:

 To understand the expected level in Reading and 
Writing in Year 1. 

 To understand how we structure our Phonics, English 
and Guided Reading lessons. 

 To understand how to support your child at home to 
achieve this level in Reading and Writing.



Reading Expected Level

 During year 1, teachers should build on work from the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, making sure that pupils can sound and blend 
unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic 
knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. 

 Teachers should also ensure that pupils continue to learn new 
grapheme-phoneme-correspondences (GPCs) and revise and 
consolidate those learnt earlier. The understanding that the letter(s) 
on the page represent the sounds in spoken words should underpin 
pupils’ reading and spelling of all words. This includes common 
words containing unusual GPCs. The term ‘common exception 
words’ is used throughout the programmes of study for such words. 







Phonics

 At the end of Year 1 all children must complete a phonics screener. Some may 
need to repeat this is Year 2. 

 In order to read fluently, your child needs to recognise and say the sounds. In 
the screener these will all be regular words that are decodable – phonics will 
work.

 When your child is reading a text they will come across many irregular words 
– sight recognition. 

 Encourage your child to use their phonic knowledge whilst reading. If there is 
a tricky word they do not know, tell them it. Look and repeat. 

 Video on Youtube if you are unsure of the sounds. Link at end of presentation. 



What is Phonics?

Phonics is one method of teaching children how to 
read and write. It is the earliest form of decoding –
it teaches children to hear, identify and recognise 
sounds and spelling patterns. There are 6 phases 
altogether.

Children very quickly make connections between 
letters and sounds – including ‘special friends’.



Key Vocabulary

 Phoneme: small units of sound within a word – the sounds you can hear in a word.                       
There are 42 in total.

 Grapheme: a letter or group of letters that make a sound in a word. 
These are the written form of the sound.

 GPCs(grapheme phoneme correspondence):  combining the phonemes in a word and 
the letters needed to write those sounds.

 Example:  rain

the word rain has 3 phonemes 

it contains the ‘ai’ grapheme

children would break it down into 3 different sounds r – ai – n 

they would then be able to write the word with the letters in the correct order



Key Vocabulary Continued

 Blending: breaking the word down into the sounds they can hear and then      
merging them together until they can say the whole word.

 Segmenting: saying the word then breaking it down into the phonemes needed to 
write the word.  

 Digraph: a combination of 2 letters to make 1 sound (special friends)

 Trigraph: a combination of 3 letters to make 1 sound (special friends)

 CVC word: a consonant vowel consonant word  e.g. cat, pig, ten





The Different Phases

Phase 1

 Environmental sounds

 Instrumental sounds

 Body percussion 

 Rhythm and rhyme

 Alliteration

Phase 2

 Initial sounds

 Learning the sounds 
letters make 

Phase 3

 Application of all phase 
2 sounds

 Able to read and spell 
CVC words 

 Consonant and Vowel 
digraphs and trigraphs



The Different Phases

Phase 4

 Consonant 
clusters/adjacent  
consonants 

 Multi-syllable words

Phase 5

 Different graphemes for 
the same phonemes

 Alternate 
pronunciations for 
single letters

Phase 6

 Prefixes and suffixes 

 Teaching of past tense 

 Plurals

 Compound words 



Phonics Screener



Phonics Screener

The test consists of 40 words the children must read. 

 Some are alien words (words that have been made up) 

A smaller number are real words 

4 Steps to Success

1. Identifying if the word is real or alien.

2. Scanning the word for special friends.

3. Sound out the word

4. Blend it together and say the whole word.



Alien Words



Expectations for Phonic Phases and 

Colour Bands



Guided Reading

 Guided reading lessons will start in the Spring Term.

 Guided reading happens every day.

 Children are grouped according to their reading book colour 
band.

 Texts are selected ONE colour higher than their class reading 
book to expose the children to new vocabulary.

 We expose the children to a range of texts.

 During the pre-read and guided reading with questions 
sessions, an adult supports the group to develop further reading 
strategies such as chunking, inferring, predicting and 
summarising. 



What can you do to support your child?

Encourage your child to read as much as possible 
and wherever possible. 

Non-fiction is extremely important and often has 
trickier language. Take longer to question them and 
discuss the information. 



What can you do to support your child?

Steps to follow:

❖ Do a pre-read. Look at the front and back covers. Discuss the author and 
blurb. Make predictions. Is the book fiction or non-fiction? Find tricky 
vocabulary and discuss the meaning of the words.

❖ Read the book through once without interruption. 

❖ Ask them to tell you about anything they have noticed or want to discuss.  

❖ Read the text again and question your child.

❖ Ask them questions throughout and at the end.

❖ Read the text again straight through. 

You should therefore read the text at least 3 times.   







Writing Expected Level

Pupils’ writing during Year 1 will generally develop 
at a slower pace than their reading. This is because 
they need to encode the sounds they hear in words 
(spelling skills), develop the physical skill needed 
for handwriting, and learn how to organise their 
ideas in writing. 



The Writing Process







The Writing Process



The Writing Process



Rules for Writing



Handwriting
 Encourage your child to use handwriting like we do at school –

homework tasks too. Remind them of correct pencil grip

 The rhymes really help to consolidate formation.

 Practise at home.

 They should be leaving finger spaces between each word.

 Lower case letters should be smaller and all the same size.

 Capital letters should be relative. Not too big, but larger than 
lower case.



Handwriting Rhymes



Composition
 You can support your child when writing by encouraging 

them to write. They need to be able to:

❖Write about experiences, both real and not real.

❖Write poetry.

❖Write for different purposes (to entertain, to inform, to 
persuade, etc.) 

❖ Plan their writing. 

❖ Reread their work and correct or improve. 



Resources and Websites

 Youtube link to Phonics sounds: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

 Phonics information and resources – Letters and Sounds: 
http://letters-and-sounds.com/

 Phonics games- Phonics play (free section): 
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

 Recommended book list and your local library

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
http://letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm


Thank you
Any questions?


