
Year 4 English Workshop

September 2023



Aims:

Reading and Writing 

 To explore and understand the expected level of 

skills a pupil needs to work towards Reading and 

Writing by the end of Year 4, as well as the end of 

KS2. 

 To understand how we teach reading, spelling and 

writing on a daily basis.

 To understand how to support your child at home



What is expected in year 4?

Word reading:

• apply their growing knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words they meet

• read further exception words, noting the unusual 

correspondences between spelling and sound, and 

where these occur in the word



What is expected in year 4?

Comprehension:
Develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what they 

read, by: 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-

fiction and reference books or textbooks

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a 

range of purposes

• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy 

stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books

• preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action

• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination

• recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, 

narrative poetry]



What is expected in year 4?

Comprehension:
➢ Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:

• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in context

• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

• identifying main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph and 

summarising these

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to 

meaning

➢ retrieve and record information from non-fiction

➢ participate in discussions about both books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 

others say



What is the expected standard at Year 6?



Reading 

Whole Class Reading

Reading for pleasure 

Reading with an adult



What is Whole Class Reading?

This term



Our Reading Skills: 



What does the text say? Life along the river 

Friday

10-09-21

1: Which of these is one of the 
largest cities on the Nile? 

❑ Reading

❑ Dublin

❑ Khartoum

❑ Chartown

3: What does Nile provide? (tick 
ALL correct answers) 

❑ Land for farming

❑ A means for getting about

❑ A free Netflix subscription

❑ A vital source of water

❑ Food

2: Where are the main population centres 
in Eastern Africa? 

❑ The desert

❑ The Nile Valley

❑ The rainforest

❑ In a bush 

4: Where would you find Khartoum? 

❑ Where the Pink and Green Nile meet?

❑ Where the White and Green Nile meet?

❑ Where the Blue and White Nile meet?

❑ Where the Blue and Green Nile meet?



What is it all about? 

Tuesday

20-04-21

Looking at the front 
cover and the title page 
why has the author 
chosen to call the book 
‘Flotsam’?

What do you think the 
book is going to be about?

Where do you think it is 
going to be set? Why? 

Does the back cover give 
you any clues about the 
book? What do you 
notice?



Teaching vocabulary 

 We will introduce new 
vocabulary that might be 
specific to the book we are 
reading. E.g privy in Secrets of 
a Sun King

 We will talk about words in 
the book that children might 
not have come across before 

 Words will be used in context. 
Pictures and actions will be 
used where relevant. 

 Not every word will be looked 
at



Accelerated Reader

Pick a levelled book 

EG 2.8

Read at home –
independently or 

with an adult

Reading time in 
school

Take a ‘quiz’ to 
check understanding

High % scores mean 
good understanding 

and lead to 
increased levels



Reading for Pleasure 

Alongside their school book children could be reading anything else that interests themChoice

Model reading with childrenModel

Visit the library togetherVisit

Prioritise readingPrioritise

Interact with authors on TwitterInteract



AR Book Finder UK and MyOn (more info to come)



Spelling – every day

Focusing on a spelling 'rule' 
throughout the week

Learning and practising words 
which fit this rule

Assessing where the children are 
on Friday



 use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them

 spell further homophones

 spell words that are often misspelt

 place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular 

and irregular plurals

 use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in 

a dictionary

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, 

that include words and punctuation taught so far.



Writing 

 The Writing Process

•Used by authors – and can be seen in real life examples
•Part of making our thinking known
•Audience and Purpose – really relevant throughout.
• Having the end point in mind leads the process



Investigate  

 Usually includes features spotting and the key 
learning that needs to take place for children to be 
successful at the text type AS WELL as the 
actual planning

 Being feature detectives gives the opportunity for us to 
assess and address key aspects of the learning without a 
cold task

 Learning new skills / grammar / punctuation and 
applying



Discuss writing similar to what they are 

about to write, to identify the 

appropriate structure, vocabulary 

and grammar so they can use this in 

their own writing.

Gather ideas by composing and 

rehearsing sentences orally, including 

dialogue, appropriate vocabulary and 

features.

Orally build varied and rich 

vocabulary and increasing a range of 

sentence structures.



Plan

Plan own writing by discussing writing similar to 
what they are about to write and selecting 
appropriate features.

Plan writing by discussing and recording ideas, 
including appropriate features and phrases.

In non-narrative material, use simple 
organisational devices [for example, headings 
and sub-headings].

Compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue) with others.



Draft

• Make vocabulary choices for readers to interpret their 

own meaning. E.g. metaphors and similes.

• Write paragraphs around a theme.

• Draft and write narratives by creating settings, characters and a plot.



Grammar and Punctuation

 Knowing the plural and possessive -s

 Using apostrophes for plural possession

 Using Standard English verb inflections (we were, I did...)

 Writing noun phrases with modifying adjectives, nouns, and 

prepositional phrases

 Using Fronted adverbials. Use a comma after a Fronted Adverbial

 Choosing appropriate nouns and pronouns

 Using inverted commas to punctuate speech - including inverted 

commas, commas after the reporting clause and ending punctuation 

within inverted commas (eg The conductor shouted, "Sit down!")



Grammar and Punctuation

• Writing using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense.

• Use some conjunctions to express time, place and cause (when, before, after, 

while, so, because)

• Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 

wider range of conjunctions (because, when, if, although).

• Use some adverbs to express time, place and cause (then, next, 

soon, therefore)

• Use some prepositions to express time, place and cause (before, after, during, 

in, because of)



Handwriting

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 

join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent 

to one another, are best left unjoined.

Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of 

handwriting.



Revise - Making changes to the content

Edit – Making changes to ensure the text is accurate and coherent

Use the first two/three letters of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary.

Use and understand the grammatical terminology in Year 
4 grammar accurately and appropriately when discussing 
their writing and reading.

Suggest changes to grammar in their own and others' 
writing to improve consistency

Edit writing to include the accurate use of pronouns.

Proof-read for most spelling and punctuation errors and 
edit writing.

Assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others' writing, suggesting improvements.

Suggest changes to vocabulary in their 
own and others' writing to improve 
consistency

Re read to check that writing is clear and 
will make sense for the reader

Grammar 

Punctuation

Spelling 



Publish Read aloud some of their own writing, to a group or 
the whole class, using intonation and a varied tone 
and volume so that the meaning is clear.

Publish composed pieces including amendments 
made during the editing process.

Handwriting









Thank you 

for 

coming, 

any 

questions?


