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Aims:

 To explore and understand the expected level of 
Reading and Writing skills a pupil needs to work 
towards by the end of Year 5, as well as the end of 
KS2. 

 To understand how we teach reading and writing on a 
daily basis.

 To understand how to support you child at home with 
reading.



Why is reading so important?

“Pupils who can read are overwhelmingly more likely to 

succeed at school, achieve good qualifications, and 

subsequently enjoy a fulfilling and rewarding career. In 

addition to its substantial practical benefits, reading is one of 

life’s profound joys.” Department of Education. 2015



Why is reading so important?

In 2014, only one in three pupils who had just reached the 

current expected standard in English when in key stage 2 

achieved five good GCSEs, including English and 

mathematics. 

By contrast, almost three in four of those who had securely

achieved the current expected level in English achieved this 

GCSE standard.





What is expected in UKS2 in reading?

Statutory Requirements:

- Maintain positive attitudes to reading by reading and discussing 

books that are structured in different ways, including, a wide 

range of fiction, poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference books. 

- Make comparisons within and across books

- Understand what they have read by checking a book make sense, 

discussing and exploring the meaning of new words

- Ask questions to improve understanding 

- Draw inferences, such as characters thoughts and feelings, 

justifying with evidence.  

- Predicting what might happen next

- Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

- Discuss and evaluate authors choice in language and its impact.

- Provide reasoned justifications for their views.



What is the expected standard at Year 6?



So, how do we teach reading in school?

Whole Class Reading

1:1 reading with an adult

Intervention e.g. phonics

Reading for pleasure 



What is Whole Class Reading? (WCR)

Each time we open a book with children it is an opportunity to walk into 
a new world together, to explore the inner workings of great literary 
minds. 

WCR is an opportunity for everyone to go on this journey together, 
reading a high-quality text, no matter what a child’s reading age, with 
guidance from a teacher or adult every single day (as opposed to one day 
a week in carousel). 

It also gives an opportunity for a teacher to model good use of 
intonation, movement, volume, a good pace of reading and expression 
every day. 

The aim is to expand pupil’s vocabulary and deepen their understanding 
of the texts they are reading. This is done through explicit teaching of 
vocabulary and working on key reading skills (DERIC).



Our Reading Skills: 



Teaching skills in WCR - examples from lessons

Pupils spend time decoding 

new words, finding 

definitions in dictionaries 

and writing sentences using 

new words. 



Teaching skills in WCR - examples from lessons



Teaching skills in WCR - examples from lessons



Teaching skills in WCR - examples from lessons



Accelerated Reader

AR is a computer program that helps manage and 
monitor children’s independent reading

Children take a short quiz on the computer. Passing 
the quiz is an indication that a child has understood 
what was read.

To effectively use AR, children need to read for at 
least 20 minutes a day

Children’s scores are recorded in their Reading 
Records for you to monitor. As well as this you can 
track their progress across the AR levels.

Star quizzes are done every term to monitor 
progress and ensure correct AR level. 



Accelerated Reader

Pick a levelled book 

EG 2.8

Read at home –
independently or 

with an adult

Reading time in 
school

Take a ‘quiz’ to 
check understanding

High % scores mean 
good understanding 

and lead to 
increased levels



AR Book Finder UK 



Reading for Pleasure 

 Children don’t have to read AR books 

exclusively! Anything that gets children reading 

is a win (AR book finder UK) 

 Model reading with children 

 Visit the library together 

 Although for fun, high quality texts are 

important! 

 Prioritise reading 



But what is a Year 5 book? 

 Many teachers have put together ‘must read’ lists for 

different age groups. A quick web search will give you a 

variety to choose from – or see our librarian, Mrs Yule, 

who will gladly give you some recommendations.



Writing in Year 5

The pupil can:

• Write for different audiences and purpose

• Describe settings and characters

• Use dialogue

• Use organisational features

• Begin to proofread to precis

• Create linked paragraphs

• Proofread and assess work

• Use commas to clarify

• Use the full range of punctuation

• Use a wider range of linking words

• Use relative clauses

• Use parenthesis

• Use adverbs and modal verbs

• Spell many prefixes and complex homophones

• Convert nouns and adjectives into verbs

• Spell many Y5 and Y6 words correctly

• Write fluently and legibly





Handwriting

We are currently reviewing our teaching of handwriting –

so watch this space – but by Year 5, children should write 

with increasing legibility, fluency and speed. 

This doesn’t necessarily mean joined up writing, but that 

does help when it comes to speed.



How do we teach writing? 

 Daily English lessons and cross-curricular writing









Whilst children have freedom to express their own ideas 

at this stage, the class will first work on a draft with the 

teacher so details of the expected content and the 

standard of vocabulary and writing skills to be included 

are modelled and front of as the children begin their 

independent writing.

This process may also break the drafting process down 

into smaller sections to retain the children’s focus on the 

skills to include at each stage.



These two go hand in hand, but revising is a focus on the 

content – what writing skills and vocabulary have been 

included and what could be added to or improved? –

whereas editing is a focus on the accuracy of the writing –

spelling, grammar, punctuation and coherence.



Read aloud some of their own 
writing, to a group or the whole 
class, using intonation and a varied 
tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear.

Publish composed pieces including 
amendments made during the 
editing process.



Using the EPDREP method – Example:Y5 narrative writing unit

Explore Assessing where the children are starting​

Features
Key learning

3 lessons
• revise different genres and consider audience and purpose in 

reference to current WCR book ‘Holes’
• Revise and spot the narrative features in a piece of writing
• Infer information about the characters in holes from the text

Plan​ Generating and organising ideas 5 lessons
• Assess chronology by boxing up a chapter in Holes.
• Use boxing up to plan own version of chapter
• Revise speech punctuation
• Practice using Dialogue, Action and Drama to write own version

Draft​ The initial writing based on planning​ 5 lessons
• Using boxing up to rewrite own chapter, focus on each paragraph

Revise​ Making changes to the 
content (after feedback or self-

evaluation)​

2 lessons
• Revise content, proofread for precis own chapter

Edit​ Editing – Making changes to ensure 
the text is accurate and coherent*​

Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation​

2 lessons
• Revise content, proofread SPaG and vocab choices

Publish Presenting work
Written up in a specific form so that 

others can read it OR 
Oral presentations performed 

or recorded

2 lessons
• Publish final version of own chapter.

Note: for longer pieces of writing, we may draft a little, then 

revise and edit it before moving on to the next section of the 

draft. This is so children learn to give revising and editing the 

time and focus needed to make improvements to their work.



How our whole class reading texts support 

our writing units



Thank you for watching this presentation

If you have any further questions, please do 

contact us or arrange to have a chat, we are 

always pleased to help. Thank you!


