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Governing Body News

Dear Parent and Carers,

Orchard Learning Alliance (OLA) — Progress so far

The journey toward joining the OLA has seen significant strides, marked by meticulous planning,
resource allocation, and collaborative efforts from the community of schools involved. Engaging
stakeholders and garnering support have been integral aspects of this progress. While the envisioned
milestone is yet to be reached, the foundation laid is robust, as we navigate the path towards realising
the OLA’s full potential.

Governor Positions available

Have you considered taking on the rewarding role of a school governor?

Serving as a school governor offers a unique opportunity to contribute directly to the school's
development and success. By joining the governing body, you gain valuable insights into the
educational system, leadership experience, and a chance to influence policy decisions. Your
involvement not only benefits the school but also enhances your own skills and understanding of
educational governance. It's a collaborative effort where your input can make a meaningful impact on
the overall learning experience for all pupils. Seize this chance to be an integral part of Highwood’s
educational journey and contribute to the thriving community within the school.

Email: admin@highwood.wokingham.sch.uk

Parental & Community Engagement
If you would like to share any information or feedback for the Governors, please complete this form:
https://forms.office.com/r/n3L972NxxV

As we conclude this autumn term, the governors want to extend heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated
school staff, supportive parents, and enthusiastic children for your unwavering efforts and commitment
to learning and growth. We wish each of you a joyful and restful holiday season. Take this time to re-
charge, celebrate with loved ones, and return in the new year with renewed energy. We’ve put togeth-
er a few activities for the kids to enjoy, thank you for being an essential part of our school family, and
here's to a well-deserved and delightful Christmas break for all!

Highwood Governors
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Santa stocking snow toys Chilstinas Chaei
elves tree cookies ornament
Rudolph star present sleigh How can you tell Santa is good at karate? He
has a black belt!

What kind of holiday songs do fish sing?
Christmas Corals.

What kind of cereal do snowmen eat? Frosted
flakes!

What do you call Santa when he stops mov-
ing? Santa Pause!

Who gives presents to baby sharks?

Santa Jaws.

What do you get if you cross Santa with a de-
tective? Santa Clues.

What did the grumpy sheep say when his
friends wished him a Merry Christmas?
Baaaa humbug!

Who hides in a bakery at Christmas?

A mince spy!

How does Rudolph know when Christmas is
coming? He looks at his calenDEER!

What did one Christmas tree say to the other?
Lighten up
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Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Vanka, Miss Mair, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Cooper, Mrs Hargreaves and Miss
Wilkins

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a very busy second half of the Autumn Term in F1. We have

been continuing to explore our termly topic ‘What makes us special?’ by looking at our senses of fouch, taste,
smell, hearing and sight.

We have learnt about the other senses which we use every day - sight,
taste and hearing. We learnt all about firework night and the different
sounds we might hear and made our own binoculars and telescopes when
we learnt about sight. The children have also been focusing on listening
in phonics, learning to distinguish between different sounds they hear
with their ears. .

Our favourite sense was our sense of tastel We explored the four parts
of taste - salty, bitter, sweet and sour. Sweet food is our favourite but
we disliked the bitter taste. We also tasted some new kinds of fruit and
made our own fruit kebabs. The children made shopping lists to make
sure Mrs Atkinson bought the right ingredients.

We've also enjoyed learning about Halloween, Bonfire Night and Diwali,
which some of our children celebrate with their families. We
pretended to be fireworks, made spooky sounds in phonics and we've
collected some pumpkin seeds to plant in Spring. The children
especially loved the breadstick sparklers!
Yummy!

And of course, who can forget our fabulous Welly Walkl The weather
was much kinder this year and we noticed that many trees still had
leaves on. We used our super observation skills to complete an Autumn
scavenger hunt and collected lots of natural objects to use them in
our craft and messy play activities too. Thank you so much to the
grown-ups who gave up their morning to help us.

As we are coming towards the end of the term, we are doing all
things Christmas! The children have been busy rehearsing for
their play 'The Nativity’ which we are very excited to share with
parents and also engaging in lots of Christmas/winter themed
activities and crafts. The children also enjoyed their Christmas
party and Christmas lunch and decorating the classroom to make it
very festive.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term and we look forward
to welcoming the children back after the Christmas break!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Miss Hargreaves, Mrs Parker,
Mrs Bolton

Miss Webb, Mrs Alleyne, Miss Finch, Mrs Newham, Mrs Poulton

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter! It has been such a busy and exciting half
term, continuing with our topic question 'Could dinosaurs live in Woodley?', and with all of
our other learning - take a look!

Volcano Topic

A We started the term looking at the different ways that
dinosaurs move; we compared animals that we see today

‘« - who resembled dinosaurs and discussed extinction and how

7 ; it might have happened. Our WOW event, a dinosaur day,
- was very exciting. We baked dinosaur biscuits and looked

QHE?%% closely at fossils.
7 o /\:“" 1 7‘)‘;
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Maths 12345

In maths, the F2 children have been learning about
numbers 1 to 5. We have practised subitising,
representing and showing the composition of eac
number. We have also looked at 2D Shapes (Circle,
Triangle and 4 sided shaﬁes), talking about what we
notice and trying to spot shapes in the environment!

Phonics/Writing
We have been recapping Phase 2 phonics this half term, solidifying our
recognition of each sound and learning how to blend the sounds to read
words. The children have also worked very hard learning
how to write their names, and can
_ now sign their signatures on all of
' ”ﬂ their pieces of work! Well done.
.. " Next half term we will move onto g o ¢ kck e u r
&, «Phase 3 phonics. hiblfleel 1

R
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Wriggly Nativity
"We're very excited, we can't sit still!"

The children had the opportunity to show off their sinPin , acting and
dancing during our nativity ‘Wriggly Nativity'. They all ooEed lovely in
their outfits, and were amazing in the hall in front of so many parents
and relatives! We hope that you all enjoyed watching it.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and
we wish you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in
the New Year!

Follow us on Twitter: @HighwoodPrimF2H @HighwoodPrimF2P



Year 1 News - Autumn 2

Miss Bolger, Mrs Garner and Miss Ahmed

Mrs Tiwari, Mrs Wheeler, Miss Mubashar and Mrs Chaurisia

Year 1 have had a fantastic Autumn term. We have seen the children put so much effort into all of
their work over the past few weeks and they have shown our Learning Behaviours really well.

Where In The World Am 1?

History and Geoqgraphy
As part of our Key Question, we have been

This term we have been securing our use of looking at the history of the school and of
capital letters, full stops and Woodley. We can explain some of the key ways

English

t4=44414=1 finger spaces. We have also the school and Woodley has changed and even
i ~ been trying hard to use a Z how we think they will
) i variety of adjectives in our change in the future! We
§ writing. We have based our enjoyed having one of our
R 4 English around the story of parents coming in to talk

The Nutcracker. The children have been really to us about when she

creative in describing The Land of Sweets and came to Highwood when it was called William
have also created their own lands too. We were Gray. We have enjoyed looking for similarities
shocked when our Nutcrackers went missing and differences in old photos of the school. In
but were glad that our Missing posters worked 9eography we have enjoyed
and helped them to be found
and returned.

exploring maps and drawing
our own maps of the school
and local area.

DT

We have also completed our first DT project,
making Christmas biscuits. We started by
researching different types of _
biscuits to decide what we liked * >
and what we wanted our biscuits
to be like. We then made
different designs of Christmas

We have loved our maths over
the last couple weeks as we have
been focusing on 3d and 2d
shapes. We have been naming them and

sorting them according to their properties. We

the most stable tower, based on their
properties.

inspired biscuits and evaluated
4 | which was our favourite. We took
- some biscuits with us to
. Woodlands Court and shared them
| with the residents. They were
~ delicious!

Follow ws .on Twitter for more updates::

@Highmw.oodPrim|BG
Ahmed )

@Highmw.oodPrimIG

(Miss Bolger/Miss

(Mrs Garner)



Year 2 News - Autumn 2

Miss Anderson, Miss Hughes,
Miss Roberts, Miss Briggs, Miss Hayw.ood and Mrs Moore

[£s hard to helieve that another 7weeks have whizzed bhy. We have heen very bhusy
this half term continuing to learn about The Great Fire of London and rehearsing
for our Nativity. AU the Year 2 children have .continued to display an excellent
w.ork ethic and have show.cased their learning hrilliantly.

This term the children have We have continued to learn the methods
heen learning .ahout Samuel  of addition and subtraction .and

Pepys and why he remains  enjoyed inwestigating shape where we

@ significant person. The learnt ahout symmetry, 2D and 3D
ahout him and enjoyed writing their omw.n

diary entries.

Science
Whaole Class Reading
i We have enjoyed irwestigating
¥ S* We have lonved materials and their Lahilit fﬂf
gl 71 ,i:""‘ denging Ve T Adifferent purposes. We have also
: FateEt A The expanded our knowledge of properties
% Flower in whole when, Jearning new R

,da/s/s,rzadm,g and have developed all

our reading skills. e Y-

,Nm . SRR
Compuling:

The children howve heen ~very proud to

performed their lines brilliontly .and
highly enjoyed singing the songs.

was photography. The children hawve
enjoyed learning how .cameras have
evolved and how to toke o .good
picture. They have had so much fun

o %6 RMIR "'"m\.-: ing the different effects
F“!’ <  "”\ ;i \ w.’ “!J‘\’S‘ ‘] { %) Eﬁ(aplufﬂbg ',d,lj‘fzr Eff‘ y_oum
'y, 4 " ¥ " use when taking and editing
photographs.

Follow ws on Twitter;

@Highw.oodPrim2A @Highw.codPrim2H




Year 3 News

Miss Bernardes and Miss Rumbold

What did pre-historic people yabba dabba do?

Reading and Writing

The children have had lots of exciting
writing opportunities! The children
discovered fossils on the field and then
wrote a recount to Mr Hickey informing him
of everything that happened! The children
also have been writing instructions for the
Year 2’s so that they can learn ‘How to be
a Stone Age child. We have also really
enjoyed reading ‘The Boy with the Bronze
Axe’ and gaining a greater understanding
of the prehistoric times and of the mystery
of Skara Brae!

time and how prehistoric people were

constantly inventing and creating new

tools to make life easier - we even
compared this with modern day! Most
recently, we have thought about the'
materials that were avallable tq Stone

Age people and W@nderéd howlm St é%é

Maths

We have been trying so hard with our
maths column addition and
subtraction. We have now begun to
work on multiplication and division.
We have used arrays to help us
visualise, and have enjoyed using the

counters to help.

Hundreds| Tens ]_
000000 ccooso 15
000000 © 9% |geo| CEZ
Oﬁ-g’o -__[2)s)
6x2=12 44
3 2 5

Je suis un homme

de |'age de la pierre.

J'ai un silex. 4

; J'habite dans

@H lghwoodPrImBR
W @nghwoodan3B

.,,‘.“ SANY " [



Year 4 News

Mrs Partridge, Mr Williams, Mrs Strong, Mrs
Mohammed, Mrs Trayhorne, Miss Harris & Ms Nasser

Welcome to the second edition of the Year 4 news! All the Year 4 children have continued to
take pride in their learning and have produced some amazing work. Please read on to find
out about the incredible learning the children have been doing!

What is More Precious - water or gold?

In Year 4 we have continued our investigation into the
Ancient Egyptians and how their wealth and the river
Nile were important to their rise to power and success
as a civilisation.

We learned all about why the River Nile was so
important to the Egyptians, explored an Egyptian textile
Khayamiya and have mummified =
tomatoes!

Thank you to all of the parents
who came to the Maths SPLAT
event! The children loved learning
with you.

Maths

L

In maths this term the children explored and concreted
their understanding of addition and subtraction of 4
digit numbers and have been challenged to multiple
exchanges within one calculation. We continued our
work on addition and subtraction to find answers to
multistep problems. We then investigated different
techniques in working out timetables we didn’t know.
Their timetables knowledge has come so far over the
past few weeks but any extra practise that could be
squeezed in on the school run or at home would be
beneficial!

English

we have created excellent setting
descriptions, full of adjectives, similes,
‘| personification and an assortment of
fronted adverbial phrases. We have
pulled all of this learning together
with show don’t tell emotions and
have started writing a comic book
story based on Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx! We
are so proud of the creativity and perseverance the
children have put into their writing!

In our writing,

Year 4 have continued reading ‘Secrets of a Sun King’
and the class have loved the excitement and adventure
within the story. We have been improving our predicting
skills for what we think is going to happen next and
summaries of chapters to help us remember all the key
events throughout the book.

. whole term exploring states of matter

Science

scientists we have continued to |
investigate states of matter.
particularly enjoyed our
investigations: one where we melted ice, §
butter and chocolate; the other where we §

As

saw water evaporate! Spending a

@Tl:e Waur Cyele &

has really helped us consolidate all of
our understanding.

Art

As artists we have looked at the

Egyptian textile Khayamiya. The children created their
own elaborate patterns in the Egyptian styles and
painted them onto fabric. We’ve used our sewing skills
from DT to sew a channel using running stitch ready to
insert a dowel rod. This will help our beautiful tapestries
to hang properly. We’ve found this whole process really
exciting!

Design and Technology

We have been extremely creative in D&T this term. The
children designed a logo for Ancient Egypt, practiced
their sewing skills into binca and used these successfully
in their art!

“CYUUSTHUIF

P >

Follow us on Twitter:

@HighwoodPrimé4P & @HighwoodPrim4W



Year 5 News

Team: Mrs Downes, Mrs Hansford
Mrs Laksmanaman, Mrs Panahpoori,
Mrs Rudroju, Mrs Kamath

Welcome to the second edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had a
fantastic start to the school year, with lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning
going on. Please read on to find out more!

English Over to you methods that can help us calculate answers.

During the

This side of half term, we have been exploring

second part of fractions: find equivalent fractions, converting

T Giiimn between improper fractions and mixed

Term, we numbers, comparing fractions and adding

began by and subtracting fractions - phew!
the"

poems of Kate Wakeling and learnt about

studying Science and Key Question Lessons

Our Key Question ‘Has Our Earth Finished

different styles and features of poetry. This Evolving? led us to outer space. We learnt

B Wil ot oS ERE DY, (h planets and the Lunar Cycle. This

everyone performed their own spacethemed knowledge fed into an art project where we

poem. We then moved on to focussing on ;o .4 gt the work of two different artists:
writing newspaper reports, linked to the moon

landing. We looked at all the features first,
introducing a new idea of relative clauses, before

Jackson Pollock and
J.:_:‘Michael Carroll, and

“produced our own
doing lots of research and interviewing key fantastic space art
~ Then the children built

“working CAMs toys

players in the landing. We are now in the
process of publishing our newspaper articles like

real joumalists.

with a space theme in
Maths DT. This topic was
finished off beautifully
with a session inside a

__including looking at huge inflatable
< planetarium which took over our school hall!

We've been looking at
B the four operations

‘special number







