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https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Governing Body News

Dear Parent and Carers,

Update from Governors’ Day
The school governors meet on a regular basis and endeavour to spend at least one day in the academic year in classrooms -
this is linked to the school improvement plan and part of our responsibilities.

All the governors visited the school on Monday 18th March, where we observed lessons, talked to staff and discussed their
learning with the children and their experience of school. Staff and children were very welcoming, and we were all very
impressed with the hard work and enthusiasm of the staff. We were able to watch lessons across all year groups and were
encouraged to interact with the students. It was exciting and informative to gather feedback from all parties to see the
progress the school is striving to make.

Highlights:
The children were not shy to ask the governors questions about why we were in class
It was great to see them engaged in Maths (reflecting on what they had learnt the week before)
Phonics is always an eye-opener (especially when the children can identify split-diagraphs — the governors’ definitely
needed a refresher therel!)
The discussions in PSHE really gave the pupils the opportunity to share their thoughts and feelings on a topic and share
ideas about how to help themselves and their friends if faced with similar scenarios

The continued hard work of the staff does not go unnoticed, and the governors would like to express their thanks and
appreciation for all their work and dedication. They work extraordinarily hard to ensure the children are supported and taught
a high quality, broad and balanced curriculum in an environment where pupils’ well-being and personal development remain
of paramount importance.

Orchard Learning Alliance (OLA)

The first phase of primary schools has now joined the OLA. We are expecting to join the OLA in phase 2 later in 2024, and we
will keep the Highwood community informed as we progress closer to this final milestone. However, if you do have any
questions, please feel free to send across using the form QR code below.

Meeting with the Governors
We will be hosting a call in the Summer Term for parents/ carers to join and ask Governors any questions, as well as sharing
information about being a governor.

Survey QR code
oL
OfrA 0]

=

Opt 1

See you in Summer Term!

Highwood Governors



Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Cooper, Mrs Vanka, Mrs Hargreaves, Mrs Craker and Miss Wilkins

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a jam-packed second half of
the Spring Term in F1. We have continued to explore our topic which is ‘Why
do things change?' and crammed in our second school trip to Woodley libra

to celebrate World Book Day tool We enjoyed the walk and were really well
behaved while we listened to the stories. \Le did some super Rainbowsaurus
colouring too.

We started off this half term learning about the changes in our
bodies as we grow up. We learnt about the life cycle of flowers and
=2 planted sunflower seeds and runner beans. We planted the beans in
a.! clear pots so we could see the roots and leaves grow.

Then we learnt all about the life cycle of a butterfly, turning from
a caterpillar to a butterfly, learnt a new rhyme “There's a tiny
caterpillar on a leaf.” and retold the story of 'The Very Hungry
Caterpillar! We made a healthy caterpillar salad and ate it for

snack. l —

The main event was learning about the life cycle of a
chicken and hatching our own chicks. The children have
been so excited to watch the eggs hatch and see how
they change and grow. It was wonderful to see the
children experience the changes first hand and handle
the chicks so beautifully. We had some really good chick
-whisperers who calmed the chicks down when they were
holding them.

We have had lots of fun doing a variety of
chick-related and Easter activities to round off the
term. We have made edible Easter gardens, done a
chick hunt, explored Easter sensory trays, made so
many different Easter crafts and had an Easter egg
hunt around the nursery setting. What funl!

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term, helping with the trip
and joining us for SPLAT . We look forward to welcoming the children back after the Easter
break!

Don't forget to follow us on Twitter to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News
Miss Grainger, Mrs Bolton & Mrs Parker

Mrs Newham, Miss Finch and Miss Webb

Miss Hargreaves, Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Poulton

Welcome to our Foundation stage news. We have been r'eall?l busy continuing to explore our
termly topic 'How is the World filled with colour’ which has allowed us to explore in more detail
the world in which we live. Take a look!

One of our many highlights was World book day - where we focused
on ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’ by Julia Donaldson. We had great fun
bringing the story to life through lots of activities. The children
enjoyed this cosy day in their pyjamas, reading stories and taking part
in the most popular game at Highwood - The Masked Readerll

In maths we have focused on numbers to 10, making comparisons,
building numbers and exploring number bonds to 10 - ask us to
sing Farmer Pete has lost his sheep!

The children are now excited to look at ‘teen numbers' in the
summer term.

We also looked at doubling numbers using ladybird spots to help
us understand that when we double we add the same amount.

We have been revisiting phase 3 phonics. It has been fantastic to see
the growing independence and confidence within our reading and
writing. The children really enjoy writing their own sentences during
phonics, and we are currently using our love of writing to retell the
story 'The Enormous turnip'l

We thoroughly enjoyed our SPLAT day this term, it was great
having parents in so that we can showcase our continual
improvement with our reading and writing! We hope that you
enjoyed your visit and we look forward to our final SPLAT day in
the summer term.

We would like to say a huge
thank you for your generous
donations on Red Nose Day!
We had such a fun day wearing
our red clothes!

Thank you to all the parents who have continued to support us this half term and we look forward

to seeing you after half term. EnB]oy the holidays.
Find us on Twitter : @HighwoodPrimF2BP, @HighwoodPrimF2H




Year 1 News - Spring 2

Miss. Bolger, Mrs Garner, Miss Ahmed

Mrs Wheeler, Mrs Tiwari, Miss Mubashar, Miss Briggs

Will we play with the same toys when we are older?

Science, Geography and History

In Science we have been testing

» materials to find out
their properties. We
- have learnt about why

¥ L which materials
: glwould be best.
ﬁ We then made a
- model of it.

English
In English we have been focussing on non-
fiction writing. We have learnt about lots of
different materials and have
' lwrltten an information text
about them. We have learnt
! how to use question marks
| and included them in our
" books. We decided that our
books would be suitable for
younger children to learn

about materials. We also had : #

great fun with poetry this term.
We learnt a poem called
‘Things You Don’t Need to
Know’ by Ken Nesbitt. We
learnt the poem and performed
it to the other class. To help us
learn it, we created a poem map and made up
actions for the poem.

We have developed lots of different skills in
Maths this term. We started off with expanding
our place value knowledge to numbers to 50.
We have used numicon, bead
strings, cubes, counters and

~4 ¥ number lines to help represent
... our numbers. We have been
counting in 1s and 10s in
different ways too. We have also been working
on measuring length and height and we were
really good at it! WWe have created height charts
and learnt how to use rulers to find the longest
and shortest objects. We have really enjoyed
learning about mass and capacity too, especially
using the bucket balances!

DT

. In DT we have enjoyed
learning about building using
§ LEGO and how to construct
.| different features of a house.
We planned out models and followed our plans
to make them. We have learnt that sometimes
you have to adapt your plan and make changes
as you go. We have reflected on ¢
our models and evaluated how |
well they worked.

Check out our Twitter fzz,d/s saks
@HighWo.od Prim IBG (Miss Bolger/Miss

Ahmed)
@HighWo.odPrimIG

(Mrs Garner)



Year 2 News - Spring 2

Miss Hughes, Miss Anderson
Mrs Moore, Miss White, Miss Mair, Mrs Neilson

More fun traveling around the world waos in order for the second half .of the
Spring Term! Geography and history has worked in perfect harmony as we have
disconvered many interesting focts ahout famous explorers and where they visited!

Where in the world would we like to explore?

English
To fit perfectly with our
theme of exploring the

We have massively enjoyed .our topic of
multiplication and division in imaths.
world, Year 2 have The children have w.orked incredibly
written. their own hord to learn their 25, 55 and 105
ipostcards hosed on the times tahles .and howve hegun wsing Time
hook ‘Meerkat Mail. We ~ Table Rocks Stars
have seen some wonderful and Sumdog to
children are xvery excited to complete The .amount of

and post their letters on how to help  progress has heen a
the planet, ready for these to orrive pleasure to see! We
home onver Easter. We have heen lucky onded the term miith
to enjoy a Lok of time reading, hoth in come mwork on

the library sessions and bhuddy reading fractions!
Miﬂtﬂﬂwyw,gxpm It has heen

Lowely 4o see how confident the children Science
B fgo " We have had a lot of fun creating
food chains and exploring the nature
auround us. The use ,of key .te.muml.o,g,g

Whole Class Reading has heen
[ MICHAEL FOREMAN antastic. Also :
We have heen reading £ .
ONE WORI.D we hawe locked. at £

s  ‘One World which
P ™) Frucuses wn.prdlvsking Stephen Hawking - §
the erwirorment and and exploring the
how it is important to Aniverse.
care for the world. Follow us on Twitter;
@HighwoodPrim2A ~ @HighwoodPrim2H




Year 3 News

Miss Rumbold and Miss Bernardes

How has water shaped our World?

Engl,i,sh

Year 3 have worked extremely hard in their writing this
term. They wrote their own chapter of The Wind in the

Willows - making sure to include inverted commas for

We have been showing great resilience when
learning about fractions. We have secured our

speech. They had some very imaginative ideas for stories understandlng of what a fraction is and how the

with a beginning, middle and end. Year 3 also wrote a denominator is how | equal parts the whole is
recount based on their trip to the River and Rowing split into and how the numerator is how many
Museum in Henley-on-Thames. parts we are counting. We have been comparing

different fractions and seeing which ones are
greater. We have also looked at shapes, angles

and urns. Numerator and Denominator

Numerator
b /»wmng-q-ulnmaogwnmr
A

3
4

: # w_Denominator
3 How many equal parts is whole
divided into?

=
f.e:6€:

Whole Class Re,a,d,mg We have added to our learning loop with a lot more

information. Our Design and Technology and
We have continued to enjoy reading The River : .
_ ) Computing lessons have involved a focus on
Singers by Tom Moorhouse and have liked - ¥
i i : esigning and creating boats. We thought carefully
learning about the lives of the creatures who live

about the specifications and chose materials which
would be able to float and be waterproof. We also

had a brilliant time visiting the River and Rowing

near the water. It has been lovely to see the
journey the characters have been on and how
they have worked together and been resilient to

Museum in Henley-on-Thames. It helped extend our
overcome the challenges they have faced.

knowledge of rivers and of Henley-on-Thames.

~ The

River .

Singers

“Gripping

i enio Follow us on Twitter;

@HighwoodPrim3R @HighwoodPrim3B




Year 4 News - Spring 2

Mrs Partridge, Mrs Strong,

Mr Williams,

Miss Harris & Mrs Trayhorne

Welcome to this edition of the Year 4 news! We have had a jam-packed term of learning - please read on
to find out about the incredible things the children have achieved!

What did the Romans do for us?

This term year 4 have been learning all about the
Romans and their invasion of the British Isles and what
the Romans brought over to Britain. It was incredible to
see how much enthusiasm the children had for this topic.

Maths

Recentlg we started our new topic in maths, everyone’s
favourite: fractions! We have explored identifying
fractions, fractions on a number line and mixed numbers.
We look forward to continue our learning after the
break.

We are still focussing on our times tables work every
week and getting the children ready for the
multiplication test in the summer term. If you could find
some time at home to support with this as well it will
make a huge difference to their knowledge.

Writing

Over the past few weeks we have
been working on our nonfiction skills
and learning many facts
Romans. The children particularly

enjoyed learning about Julius Caesar
and the role he played in the

about

_ was lovely to see the work produced
| when they could take these facts and
| create a biography on Caesar! We
also spent time this half-term learning
about gladiators. The children were
extremely successful at writing diary
entries about a gladiator battle from
two viewpoints.

Have a lovely Easter break and we look forward to

continuing our learning in the new term.

From, the Year 4 team

expansion of the Roman empire. It §

Science

This term, in science, we started
off by recapping our knowledge
on living organisms and used this
to help us classify animals. We
then spent some time thinking
about their habitats and how Wi
human activity can pose a threat
to them. More recently we learnt
about the hypocaust (Roman
central heating system) and how
this differs to our homes now.

Design and Technology and Art

As we have studied the Romans, the children have been
able to put their creativity to the test to produce a
Roman Mosaic. The children were able to experiment
with some designs, create it on a software programme
called TinkerCad and then finally produce it using tiles
and grout. The patience, creativity and independence
was something to behold.

Geography and History

In Geography we have spent time thinking about where
the Romans settled and why, using this to help us
understand our case study of Rome. We compared the
city, looking at it in the past and now. In History we
have practiced our archaeology skills, using Roman
artefacts to help us understand life during the empire.

3

Follow us on X (formerly Twitter)

@HighwoodPrim4P &
@HighwoodPrim4W



Year 5 News

Team: Mrs Downes, Mrs Hind, Dr Read, Mrs Hart-
grove, Mrs Laksmanan, Mrs Kamath, Mrs Rudroju
& Mrs Panahpoori

Welcome to the third edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had lots of
exciting opportunities and lots of new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

English

We began the term by completing our full-
length narrative of a Viking Saga based on our
whole class reading book, ‘Beowulf’.

A We had a very

enjoyable Splat

. afternoon

N showing parents
the variety of
activities we use
in KS2 to teach

spent the remainder of the term exploring the
features of informal letter writing and, inspired
by our current book, ‘Letters from the
Lighthouse’, have written letters as though
writing home as evacuees during WW2.

Maths

Our focus areas in maths this term have been
decimals and percentages, area and perimeter,
and statistics - so quite wide-ranging! The
children have done particularly well in
remembering their learning from last term
which helped them to

onto ordering and comparing

around fractions,
progress

=

Key
Question
Lessons

OQur
question this

keyls

term hase
been<lsH
Invasion ever Justified? After exploring Viking
battle techniques and equipment, the children
then worked in small groups to construct their
own Viking weapons. The children are now at
the final stages of their topic work, writing
"for

invasion, summarising all they have learnt so

persuasive arguments and against’

far. We will wrap this topic up with a trip to
Ufton Court
and

an
action -
packed
Viking Day
on Tuesday
16th April
when we will
be re-enacting the Battle
of Reading.



Year 6 News

Teachers: Mr Robinson, Miss Bicheno, Mrs Shahzadi,
Ms Yu, Mr Edwards and Miss Anderson

This term has been a busy one with lots of hard work but also lots of fun. We have continued to

address our key question, ‘What would a world without war look like?

English

Our whole class reading book this half
term has been, ‘When Hitler Stole Pink
Rabbit’ by Judith Kerr. The children
have enjoyed getting to know Anna

and Max (German Jewish siblings who

Pink -
Rabbi
this and the introduction to ‘Carrie’s

War’ (by Nina Bawden) to inspire us in our writing of an

evacuee story. We are now focusing on writing a non-
chronological report linked to WWII with topics such as
WWII aircraft and the role of women.

Maths

In maths, we have continued to focus on arithmetic and
have enjoyed using SumDog to support us with this. We
have also learnt about fractions, decimals and
percentages, understanding how to find equivalents and
compare them. We have also recapped on area and
perimeter when looking at shapes, mainly triangles,
rectangles and parallelograms.

Art

As artists, we have evaluated the success of Propaganda
posters during WWII. We have learnt how to create a
stamp for printing using Styrofoam; evaluating what
worked well when trying to create a clean print. We are
excited to be creating our final pieces this week!

NIGHT
{ FALUS .5
by y

BLACK-OUT CURTAINS
‘ ~ EINSTALL !/

History and Geography

The children have continued to show a real enthusiasm
for leaming about WWII. In Geography, we have looked
at Reading and compared it to Dusseldorf (the city in
Germany that Reading is twinned with) to see how WWII
affected both places. In History, we learnt about what it

become refugees during WWII. We used was like to be a young person in Germany in the 1930s

under Nazism.

SPLAT

It was wonderful to see so many parents attend our
SPLAT aftemoon where we enjoyed finding out what it
was like to live in Reading during WWII. Many groups
found some fascinating facts and presented them in

imaginative ways. Well Done to all!

We hope you have a lovely Easter break, and look
forward to seeing you in the summer term!

Follow us on Twitter:

@HighwoodPriméR &
@HighwoodPriméP




The Grove
Speech and Language Resource News

Miss Barrett, Mrs Payne, Mrs Gale, Mrs Pithiya, and

Mrs Harris

L(temcg - The world's most ridiculous* marvellous animals continued,

This term we have continued to look at the
world’s most ridiculous animals. The children
had so much fun they asked if they could
investigate another animal to create another
non-chronological report. We now have 16
animals for our book and we cannot wait to
share it with you on coffee morning! Here is a
sneak peak at some examples.

Fun facts

Grey wolf are considered to be elegant predators and highly social animals that
they make nuclear pack for hunting.

We have continued our mathematical journey

across the curriculum. There has been lots of

addition, subtraction, number recognition and

shape work this term.

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimR

Cuttlefish

Cuttlefish Latin name is metasepia pfefferi.

Cuttlefish ridiculous name is flasheus toxicus.

Appearance

Cuttlefish has two tentacles and eight arms because they have to walk under the
sea. Cuttlefish usually have skin that changes colour in flashing patterns.

Habitat

On the whole, cuttlefish live in southern New Guinea and Australia. In the Indian
and pacific oceans.

Diet

Generally, cuttlefish eat shellfish, shrimp, marine worms. Cuttlefish are a
carnivore.

Fun fact

Cuttlefish lives only a short time between 18 and 24 months.

This term we have been lucky enough

to receive a brand new playhouse for
The Grove! First Days donated it with
our choice of design for our outdoor
area. The kids have loved using it and
have worked together to design a
‘chalk carpet’ inside.

Another amazing term completed. We hope you have a restful

and chocolate filled Easter break!






