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Dear Parents/Carers,

| mentioned in one of the school’s recent bulletins (26/04/24) that the governing body had given approval for a Nurture
Teacher to be added into our staffing structure. | wanted to take this opportunity to update you in full with our progress
and to share with you all how the provision will work.

Recruitment
Last Friday, we successfully appointed Mrs. Jacqui Painter who will be our new Nurture Teacher. We are internally
recruiting for members of support staff, so that the Nurture Class will have 4 adults: 1 Teacher and 3 LSAs.

How the provision will work
The classroom will be set up based on the 6 principles of Nurture that you can see

in the diagram ——-> e
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Selecting Children: - .
Based on our knowledge of each cohort, we are going to initially target our rONTANCR S G
current Year 1, 2 and 3 classes. The class teachers have identified a large number ™ “ji2e™"* ot
of children across the year groups that they will assess using a tool called the
Boxall Profile. The Boxall Profile assesses the social, emotional and mental INCIPLES
development of pupils aged 4 to 18 and provides us with a precise picture of a I caTANGE
pupil’s strengths, as well as difficulties which could affect their learning. Based on = AL sexaviousis r:&};’ﬁgﬁ%:r

the results, we are able to accurately identify the practical strategies and support
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each pupil needs and whether they would be appropriate to access some of their I ANIAL

learning within a Nurture Class. COMMUNICATION

Classroom Logistics:

Once we have identified between 10 and 12 children who we feel are most appropriate for the Nurture Class, we will
begin conversations with parents about including their children in this bespoke provision. The children's day would be
very similar to that of children who access our Speech and Language Resource Base: They would have bespoke teaching
during the mornings in a small group and then be reintegrated, with support, into their mainstream classes in the
afternoons. More details will be provided to parents once the children have been assessed and selected.

The provision is designed to last between 6 to 8 half terms (an academic year and then maybe an extra term if required)
and then the children should be able to access the mainstream curriculum using all the skills and strategies they have

developed during their time in the Nurture classroom.

To add some very specific clarity:

. If a child is identified as being appropriate for Nurture, it will not mean that they will be in the Nurture class for
the rest of their time at Highwood.
. Children will be identified using the Boxall Profile tool and then the Senior Leadership team will agree the most

appropriate children based on age, academic ability and group dynamics. It will not be a provision that parents
can simply request.

. The provision will still deliver an English and Maths curriculum and focus very specifically on the targets identified
through the Boxall Profile.

| hope this gives a general overview of our Nurture vision. This will hopefully become the start of a wider pastoral
initiative that children at Highwood can benefit from, when required.

Matt Hickey
Headteacher




Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Vanka, Mrs Cooper, Ms Kraker, Miss Wilkins and Miss Briggs

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a great start to the Summer Term in F1.

We have started our new topic which is ‘How are all animals different?".

We started off this half term learning about farm animals which M“‘ '
followed on beautifully from having our chicks at the end of last 2D .
term. The children engaged in lots of farm animal based activities :

such as roleplaying in our farm shop, playing with our farm animals, A
reading farm stories, farm animal yoga and craft activities.

Moving on from farm animals we learnt about different
animals that you can keep as pets. We loved our visit from
PiPpy, the tortoise. Children brought in photos of the pets
of family and friends and told their peers about what they
ate, liked to do and other interesting facts. Finally we
thought about what pet we liked the best.
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Most recently, we learnt about creatures that live in the garden. The children
really enjoyed learning about this group of animals. They went on a minibeast hunt
around the school grounds, collected some insects in pots to look at and learnt
about the importance of being gentle with living creatures. When learning about
minibeasts, we have also had a fantastic opportunity to grow our own

butterflies. They are still caterpillars at the moment but we are excited to see
how they've grown and we are looking forward to seeing them come out as
butterflies.

We have been beginning to practice for our sports day. We
have been doing the egg and spoon race, the weaving
through the cones race, the sack race, penalty shooting and
beanbag balancing. The children are very excited that their
families are going to be coming to watch their sports.

We're back in our own playground now and during some nicer
weather we've also spent more time learning outside - our
ball skills are really improving and we can enjoy playing with
sand and water, building sandcastles and transporting it, as
well as cleaning and painting with it.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term and we look forward
to welcoming the children back after half terml

Don't forget to follow us on X to see what we are up to each week! @HighwoodPrimFS1



Foundation 2 News

Miss Grainger, Mrs Bolton, Mrs Parker and Miss Hargreaves

Mrs Newham, Miss Finch and Miss Webb
Mrs Alleyne and Mrs Poulton

Welcome to our Foundation stage news.

everyday heroes who help us in Woodley. We've been learning }
about the vital roles played by doctors and nurses, firefighters,
and police officers.

" .
This term, F2 have been exploring the fascinating world o o )
ploring f £ %{’_&\\' LE —
% ,

It's been an inspiring journey, discovering how these real-life
heroes contribute to our community.

The children have thoroughly
enjoyed storytelling and
expanding their vocabulary
through activities like making
puppets and roleplaying. We

Searching for a missing toy at police
headquarters

explored the different parts of a
story and discussed how our
heroes solve problems in various
tales. The children have loved
being creative in their play,
bringing their favourite heroes to
life.

The children have been expanding their writing skills this
term as they become increasingly confident in writing
sentences independently. As well as continuing to write
captions they have also written short stories, postcards \'4
and posters as they begin to consider writing for Writing missing posters for our class
different purposes. e

In Maths, we have been learning to manipulate, compose, and decompose shapes. The children
have really enjoyed engaging in practical investigations to explore these concepts. They
particularly enjoyed tangram puzzles and making origami dogs.

- @D

Thank you to all the parents who have continued to support us this half term and we look forward
to seeing you after half term. Enjoy the holidays.
Find us on Twitter : @HighwoodPrimF2BP, @HighwoodPrimF2H




Year 1 News - Summer 1

Mrs Gamer, Miss Bolger and Miss Ahmed

Mrs Wheeler, Miss Mubashar, Mrs Mohammad, Mrs Shahzadi, Mrs Swamiraj

Which animal would you invite for tea?

Science and Geography
This term we have been learning about the
climate of different parts of the world and what
makes some places hot and some cold. We
have learnt about where different animals live
and had great fun investigating habitats around
the school. We loved making habitats at school
to help attract wildlife such as bees, butterflies

and spiders. We made sure they provided food,

shelter and protection for animals. We have
also looked at what animals eat and how they
find food. We have learnt about carnivores,
herbivores and AR NG
omnivores.

English
Our main text this term has been ‘The Tiger
Who Came to Tea'. We have loved using the
story sacks to help us to retell the stories. We
have been writing letters to and from the Tiger,
Hot Seating characters and acting out parts of
the story. We have been working really hard on
using conjunctions in our sentences too. We
have also been looking at non fiction texts
about tigers and creating our own fact files. We
will soon be tiger expertsl We Ioved our trip to
Woodley Library Tk
and lots of children | .
have startedtogo |
with their parents.

In Maths we have been working really hard
through our Mastery Flow and doing a variety of
Do, Think, Explore and Solve tasks. We have
practiced multiplication and division, focusing on
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. We have used this to
help us with grouping and sharing and
investigating how we can make equal groups.
We have loved doing lots of practical activities to
show this in different ways. We have started
looking at fractions and how we can find a half
and a quarter. We have looked at fractions of
shapes and also of amounts. We know that for a
shape to be cut into half, both parts need to be

Art
We have been learning about printing in Art and
have looked at the work of William Morris. We
have practiced designing our own repeating
patterns using sponge shapes. Then we tried to
recreate an animal print
design in the style of
William Morris.

It was a lot of fun and
very messy!

Check out our Twitter feeds at;
@HighWoodPrim1BG  (Miss Bolger/Miss Ahmed)
@HighWoodPrim1G  (Mrs Garner)



Year 2 News - Swmmer |

Miss Hughes, Miss Anderson,
Mrs Moore, Miss White, Mrs Mair .and Mrs Neilson

[£s bheen a ~very busy half term. 1£s been a period of growing.. Literally! Not only
have we seen the children making great progress .ond working very hard, but we
have also started planting beans and irwestigating how they germinate!

What could go in owur Best British Banquet?
English

We have heen ~very busy in Writing
lessons! We started off with reading The

Maths has bheen great fun this half
term! We started off by looking .at

Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch .and finding _

the seaqulls very funny. We then wrote R R ek
our owan versions of the story, including
lots of descriptions and .challenging
ourselves ko imake our writing as good
as it can be. We were so proud of our

used our super division skills to help
wus. We hawe heen looking .at how our
fractions can help — - —
wus tell the time .and oo

. . . m M
great time practising wwency ety
this throughout the cac s ‘ A =

tzt— ive m cwenatci/t ive
,d,a.y. past ¥
Science .and History
We hawve bheen having great fun
Whole Cl Readi learning woll ahout plants and flowers
o and what they need to he healthy! We
Wz)m»vzla/:zd,rza,dubg Al.wam have hegun to plant some beans and
W,.ondzrlflnd - Ve WE erjoyed aure excitedly watching them grow .
discussing the ’d“ffﬂw During owr growing journey we have
AR B ST ioff of learnt all ahout the different parts of a
inderesting new w~ocabulary! Lt plant and their functions. In History,
has heen great to & we have heen learning .obout Huntley
wzmﬂfihw and Palmers and why
MW.OF. hzmg uxs.ad,’ Reading is famous for s
in our writing!
s hiscuits. :

Follow us on Twitter; °
@HighwoodPrim2H @HighwoodPrim2A




Year 3 News

Miss Rumbold & Miss Bernardes

Mrs Aswal, Mrs Rudroju, Mrs Hillier, Miss Robert & Mrs Nice

LITERACY

We have been looking at the story of The Rainplayer in English. It is a Mayan folktale
about Pik, a curious boy whose community is experiencing a drought. When he faces
Chac, the rain god, in a pok-a-tok contest, Pik’s courage shines. We have also been
tasked with writing non-chronological reports to stock the library with all about
rainforest animals.

MATHS
In maths, we have been looking at fractions. We discussed what is meant by
equivalence, its link to the word equal, and that parts can only be equivalent if they
are equal themselves! We have started to revise time and are looking forward to
learning more soon! We have also been practicing telling the time on analogue and
digital clocks.
SCIENCE

In science, we have been exploring the wonderful world of plants. We have been

experimenting with what plants need to grow and have
discovered that they need sunlight, oxygen, warmth and water. r““"".'““f?'."_f P”%'Nﬁm
We have also looked at the different parts of a plant and their = ;
functions.

TOPIC

We began our topic by learning about tropical rainforests, in

particular, the Amazon. We learned about the layers of the
rainforest and what vegetation and creatures are found in

each layer. We know where tropical rainforests are located
and have compared our local area with Iquitos, known as
the gateway to the Amazon.

Follow us on Twitter
@HighwoodPrim3B @HighwoodPrim3R




Year 4 News: Summer 1
Mrs Partridge, Mrs Strong, Mr Williams,

Mrs Trayhorne and Miss Harris

Welcome to this edition of the Year 4 news! As we welcomed everyone back through the school doors
after Easter, we have had lots of new and exciting learning opportunities this term. Please read on to find
out about the fantastic learning the children have been doing!

How have our castles made Britain great?

This term year 4 have started their investigation into Science

Britain’s castles and the features that define a coast. It : ; . T
In science, we have been investigating how electricity is

has already been exciting to see the enthusiasm of the B
Y 9 generated and the dangers that can come with it. The

children:for this topic. children got the buzz for learning more when we

Maths introduced building circuits. They have also been

In maths this term the children explored lots of different SasclTaE TR Whichs s Within thi/c d==rodis

. . . are conductors and insulators. They all showed such
topics such as decimals, money and time! It was

’ , ; ) creativity and independence when they designed a
fantastic to see everyone using their understanding of

place value to figure out how decimals work, and this knowledge organiser all about electricity, and were able

really helped set us up for learning all about money. to really show off everything that they had learnt.

’ . . Art
We are still focussing on our times tables work every —

week and the children have additional TTRS time in the We have focussed on art this term, and

mornings to help support their learning. If you could find we have appreciated our new artist

some time at home to support with this as well it will Antony Gormley. We have begun

make a huge difference to their knowledge and their experimenting with chalk to create a
Multiplication Test coming up after May half-term. gradient for a sunset sketching outlines of a
Writin bodies and getting used to drawing with

charcoal. We are looking forward to

Our English this term started with a focus on writing a seeing how they bring their skills together .

story opener based on our class reading book ‘Flotsam’. for their final piece, inspired by Gormley’s "

The children thoroughly enjoyed inventing a scenario to Ariother Places

why a mechanical fish had appeared in the water. They

were able to create a scene, character and mysterious Sy

ending of what might happen to the fish next. 4P have been swimming this term and have absolutely
R g : loved it. It has been a great opportunity to learn a new

skill and hope to see lots of them carrying on outside of

school too! We can’t wait to see what 4W get up to in
Recently, we moved onto explanation texts about how a the pool next term!

coast is formed. We have been building on our skills of Have a lovely half term and we look forward

conjunctions, fronted adverbials and rhetorical questions to continuing our learning in our last term in

to create our finished piece. We cannot wait to see the Year 4!

end result of our enthusiastic writers.



Year 5 News

Team: Mrs Downes, Mrs Hind, Mrs Lakshmanan, Mrs Kamath,
Mrs Rudroju, Mrs Panahpoori and Miss Owen

Welcome to the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had lots of exciting
opportunities and lots of new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

Heow deo veu build amn crupired

English

We have been enjoying reading ‘Who Let The
Gods Out’ by Maz Evans and learning about the
Ancient Greek Gods. This lead to persuasive
writing in the form of a job advert for a

fas 3 ]
Bl gy g dant ol ”,‘

position on the
Zodiac
The interest in
Greek Myths has

Council.

3 3 arx wery. z o

continued with L
AR Y R G T A

‘Pandora’s Box’ WM
an e S B alag b

as the theme for | Qi ‘imesioy gpcinty L wuc
AR TR

an _atmospheric SR S

description. The Lt

children are,w_};_ﬂm__b;d_m

working on[EEERE S il b

improving their | | =

_figurative:;
language with
the use of similes, metaphors, personification
and by describing using the five senses.

Maths

We've covered a lot of ground in Maths:

Key Question

Our key question
this term is ‘How
do you build an
empire?’ Our focus
is on the Greeks
and how they have
influenced the
modern world.

We’ve explored
where Greece is and
the land that they occupied during the Ancient
Greek reign, as well as looking at the human
and physical geography of Greece and
comparing it to where we are in the south of
the UK. Since then, we’ve moved on to look at
the history side, exploring Greek Gods and the
qualities and achievements that made
Alexander the Great, ‘great’.

Science

After exploring the structure and reproduction
of plants, the children were challenged with
creating their own exploding seed pods.




Year 6 News

Teachers: Mr Robinson, Miss Bicheno, Ms Yu,
Mr Edwards and Miss Anderson

The focus at the beginning of this term was SATs. We spent the first 4 weeks practising, so that when
the SATSs finally arrived, we realised that they weren’t as scary as we all thought! The children worked
extremely hard and we were very proud of their positive attitude despite some extremely difficult

papers. Well done Year 6!!

Once SATs were over, we were able to continue to answer the question:

‘What is the secret to success?

English

As readers, and writers, we immersed
ourselves in the story of Ernest
Shackleton and his ill-fated expedition to
the South Pole. We thought about the
question: ‘What does it mean to be
successful?”’ and debated whether o
Shackleton achieved success (as he "'}§',:’.’,’,"’
never made it to the South Pole). We 3
took inspiration from the beautifully
illustrated book by Will Grill,

"Shackleton’s Journey’ and wrote a

=3
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persuasive letter to Shackleton to apply

R

to be part of his crew.
Maths

This term has focussed mainly on area, perimeter and
volume, statistics, and more recently shape. Both classes
have picked these concepts up quickly, and enjoyed
mastering more tricky things like the mean!

Topic

Over the last few weeks, our topic has focussed on
geography, history and science.

Geography

We used our geography lessons to help us evaluate the
enormity of Shackleton’s expedition. We learnt about
longitude and latitude to have an understanding of just
how far he travelled; we learnt about day length and
seasons in the Antarctic and how the Earth’s tilt causes it

to have opposite seasons from the Arctic; and biomes.

History

In History we have enjoyed leaming about our local

area; thinking about how the past has influenced the
present and how the present is shaping the future. We
really enjoyed analysing old photos of Woodley and
comparing them to images from today.

Science

In order to answer the question, ‘What’s the secret to a
healthy body?’, we have begun to study the circulatory
system and how the heart works. This will help us to
understand what we need in order to lead a healthy
lifestyle.

PE

With Mr Edwards, the children have been taking part in
athletics and did themselves proud in the 600m! With Mr
Robinson and Miss Bicheno we have enjoyed playing
different variations of the game ‘bench ball’ and are now

moving on to rounders - hopefully the weather will be
kind to us!

Follow us on twitter

@HighwoodPriméB @HighwoodPriméR

World Biomes Map




The Grove
Speech and Language Resource News

Miss Barrett, Mrs Payne, Mrs Gale and Mrs Harris

Literacy: Wanted Posters The Grove s Gardeners

This term we have been reading ‘The Boy Who Grew This term we are helping grow lots of
Dragons’. Within the book the dragon gets up to lots of wildflowers to help support Year 1’s

different crimes. The children have designed their own Flower Tray competition . We have also
dragon and invented their own crimes for a wanted planted our own tomatoes, radishes
poster. We have been using rhetorical questions, and pumpkins for us! Everyone in The
adjectives, and even similes in our writing! Grove used teamwork to help pot, sow

and water our plants.

T T

The Iragen teeth are wred as blood.
The dragons Qyes  are 157' i‘;ed_ag,Lavq.

The dragon's = scales dre gppyfike gold:

Maths: Addition, subtraction,

This term we have been investigating, 1 more and 1
less than, securing our numbers bonds to 10,
identifying the properties of shape and investigating
ways to help us work our trick time table questions!
So much individualised learning has been going on

this term.

We are very proud of the children in The Grove. We hope you
have a restful break and see you for our final term of the year!

Follow us on Twitter @HighwoodPrimR






