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Dear Parents/Carers,

process. As you know, Highwood is one of the 10 founding schools in the
Orchard Learning Alliance (OLA). We are currently working under a Trust
Partnership Agreement, that has allowed us to access all the challenge ORCHARD
and support that the OLA provides, even though we are not yet officially an 7% 56 Wi
academy school. WHERE EVERYONE THRIVES

’
We wanted to provide you with an update in relation to our academisation )’.! E‘,)

The Phase 1 schools have now all officially joined the OLA - these are Waingels, Churchend,
Hawkedon and South Lake. Highwood is one of the Phase 2 schools - this means that we are in
the next group of schools that will join the OLA. Despite there being some challenges with the
timelines outside of our control, we are currently on track to join on 1 April 2025.

As part of the process, there has been an in-depth due diligence exercise, where the OLA has
looked at every aspect of the school and completed a risk assessment. This has now been
completed and no major concerns have been raised. There has also been a number of meetings
with the Local Authority to check all the school site plans, so that the commercial transfer
agreement can be put in place. This is where the ownership of the site and all its buildings will
move from Local Authority and become the responsibility of the OLA.

Highwood staff have all been consulted as part of the TUPE process - this is where there is a
change of employer for those working in an organisation. The consultation period has also now
concluded with no issues being raised.

There are a number of actions still to complete with everything needing to be ready for signing on
1 March 2025. This will then allow time for the documents to be scrutinised before the official
academisation date in April. At the time of writing this newsletter (and hopefully beyond) we are
all still on track to meet all the deadlines and no further issues are foreseen, so fingers crossed!

This is a really exciting time for Highwood, as although there won’t be a noticeable change from
the outside, we will have the support from the OLA to make sure Highwood (and all the other
OLA schools) continue to improve for the benefit of our children.

Thank you for your support.

Matt Hickey Wendy Sabaroche
Head Teacher Chair of Governors
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Foundation 1 News
Mrs Atkinson

Mrs Alleyne, Mrs Vanka, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Cooper, Miss Teader and
Mrs Poulton

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. We have had a very busy first half of the Spring Tem in F1. We have begun
exploring our new topic which is ‘What changes?’ and have welcomed a new group of F1 children into the setting.
We’'ve been really impressed with how quickly they’ve settled and how helpful the older children have been.

We started this term leaming about the different seasons of the year. The children were
very good at telling us what would happen in Winter - Santa, making snowmen and having
to wrap up wam. Making white chocolate snowballs was very popular.

When we moved on to Spring, the children made some beautiful Spring crafts. WWe made
butterflies and snipped leaves and scrunched tissue blossom for Spring trees. We had
great fun with all the rain too - lots of splashing in puddles! Recently we used our observa-
tion skills to find signs of Spring - we saw buds on the trees and saw daffodils emerging.

>

In Maths we’ve been learning about what heavy and light mean using our hands and also E”r

a bucket balance. Our number focus has been 1 and 2 and the children have become : ‘
really good at subitizing 1 and 2. We've also talked about when a group of objects is “not -

17 or “not 2” and then started exploring what “more” and “less” mean. The numbers may .
seem simple, but the concepts are not. F1 have continued to listen well and find these

numbers in their play too.

1

During this half of term we also celebrated Chinese New Year. We
dressed up in real Chinese costumes, made Chinese dragons and
red lanterns with our Year Three Big friends too! The children have
been SO busy. We've sung and danced to Chinese music and en-
joyed lots of “lucky” red and gold messy play. We tasted some Chi-
nese food together too.

In phonics this half term, we’re following the Little Wandle program and learning
about individual sounds. We’ve been practising blending (n-e-t makes net) and play-
ing alliteration games with our names. We're still singing lots of rhymes, practising
our listening skills and been clapping the syllables in our names and new words
we’ve leamt about the different seasons. Why don’t you challenge your child
to clap “Winter” or “Autumn”?

We've linked our books to our Seasons too with “The Snowy Day”, “Littie;
Bear’s Spring” and “Stickman”. ‘

Keith Chapman | Jock Tickle |

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us during this half of term and we look forward to wel-
coming the children back after their break!

Remember to look on Seesaw for regular updates on our learning.

Follow us on X (formerly known as Twitter) @HighwoodPrimF1



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker and Miss Grainger

Miss Webb, Mrs Newham, Miss Finch, Mrs Vanka

Happy New Year from all of team F2! Reception have dived in with spirit of curiosity and ex-
ploration reflecting on the question “How is the world filled with colour?” We have been on a
capitating adventure as we have explored the vast wonders of space and the beauty of our
planet.

Imagine the excitement when we realised a p
rocket had crash landed in our outdoor areal £
Our little detectives eagerly set out hunting for
clues and researched this cosmic event. Our
budding engineers set about building rockets =
in our junk modelling area whilst others metic-
ulously laid out a spread of alien friendly food.
As we learnt more about space the children
expressed their newfound knowledge through
the creation of stunning planet art. Take apgy
look at some of the things they have madel! 5

In Maths we have been busy extending concepts of 5 all the way up to How many can you see?
10. Using 5 and then 10s frames the children have been counting and
subitizing to check their representations. We have explored 1 more
and 1 less, composition, making pairs and odd and even numbers. We

have also spent a week exploring mass and capacity. The children are ¢ is an even number because we have
becoming increasingly confident in using mathematical language to RS
explain their thinking.

We have been so proud of how the children are working hard to write
simple sentences using their phonics. They are becoming increasingly
independent in doing so and practising every day. Everyone is working
hard at forming their letters neatly. They are also trying to remember to

use finger spaces between words. Thank you to all the
parents that have

supported us this

term and we hope

you have a lovely
holiday.

Take a look at some of our writing. Isn’t it out of this world?

Follow us on X
(formerly know as
Twitter)

@HighwoodPrimF2P
@HighwoodPrimF2H
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Year 1 News

Miss Bolger, Miss Ahmed, Mrs Garner

Mrs Wheeler, Mrs Swamiraj, Miss Mubashar and Miss Craker

Year 1 have had a really positive start to the New Year. The children have shown real curiosity in our topic
and have loved finding out about toys from the past. The children loved the trip to Milestones Museum!

Will we play with the same toys when we are older?

Science

In Science, we have been learning about This term, we have revisited place value,
' , - 4 materials and exploring what addition and subtraction by looking at our
b 4things are made of. We numbers to 20. We have thought about how
have discussed what toys numbers can be split into tens and ones and
3 were made g :agj& how we can use our number-bond knowledge to
“.= from in the ; | help us find the answer.

past and what they are,
made from today. We -
have also learnt why toys are now made
from different materials.

Music

In Music we have started learning to play the

) glockenspiel. We have prac- T

Computing ticed playing up to 3 notes in §

We have really enjoyed
using the Beebots this
term. We have learnt
what all of the buttons do

time with the music.

and how to program the " ) =ik .
commands  inte  The ' In English we have been really working hard on
Beebot our handwriting to make sure we

are forming our letters correctly.
= T 9F=1We have been
- looking at Tradi-

| tional Tales and

have started to plan our own ver-
sions of The 3 Little Pigs.
We wrote recounts of our trip to Milestones Mu-
seum and thought carefully about using time
connectives.

History

Ol, Our topic has been en-
S hanced by children bringing
2 in older toys and photos
that be-
longed to
family mem-
bers, as well as a trip to Mile-
stones Museum where we
explored the history of toys
further. We got to play with a
range of toys and games from the past. @HighwoodPrim1BA  @HighwoodPrim1G

Follow us on X (formerly know as Twitter)



Year 2 News

Miss Anderson, Mr Gauld

Miss White, Mrs Moore, Mrs Aswal and Mrs Craker

The children have been very curious about our key question and they loved exploring the world
to learn all about the different countries, continents and oceans. It seems we have some bud-

ding explorers who have been inspired by those who came before and are eager to find out as
much about the world as possible.

Where in the world would we like to explore?

English

This term, our writing was inspired by the be-

We have been very busy this half term - we've
loved book Where the Wild Things Are. Draw-

learnt about money, multiplication and have be-

ing from its imaginative world, we designed
our very own "Wild Thing" characters. We
have been writing detailed character descrip-
tions using expanded noun phrases and excit-
ing vocabulary. We even got to dress up and

gun to learn about division. The children have
shown amazing perseverance and have rev-
elled in more challenging tasks, pushing them-
selves and each other to learn even more.

act like our wild thing!
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This term, our ceramic art unit has been great
fun! Taking inspiration from the style of artist
Clarice CIiff, year 2 have designed and crafted

STORY AND PICTURES BY MAURICE SENDRK ;
their own clay bowls and cups. We are eagerly
looking forward to the next step: painting
Geography them! . Stay tuned to see the colourful results

of their hard work and creativity!

Our atlas and map work has never been better!
The children can confidently name, locate and
discuss facts about the seven continents and
five oceans already and we're only halfway
through the topic!

Follow us on X (formerly know as Twitter)
@HighwoodPrim2A @HighwoodPrim2H



Year 3 News

Mrs Welsh, Mrs Hartgrove and Miss Rumbold

Miss Mair, Mrs Mohammed and Mrs Strong

How has water shaped our World?

English

Year 3 have had an exciting start of term! For
the first time, the children have written setting
descriptions about the Wild Wood in The Wind
in the Willows and generated Al pictures from
this writing! They also have spent time imagin-
ing that they were Mr Mole and writing a diary
entry about the day that they ventured into the
Wild Wood - scary stuffl
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Whole Class Reading

We read the classic text ‘The Wind in the Wil-
lows’ this term. The children demonstrated
really good skill when making connections
and links to other books they have read. The
children were so engrossed in the story that
this helped hugely in our writing in English.
We look forward to reading the ‘The River
Singers’, which is similar to ‘The Wind in the

Willows’ in using ani- I . of
\* Wind i, e

mals as central i :
characters. \‘ ‘l/- Wlllf)ws. 7

The

The children have been working hard on
multiplication and division. The children have
been working hard to use different methods to
multiply and divide 2-digits by a 1 digit number.
We have also started learning about length
and measurementl

000/00| X
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000 00 | 150+ 10 = 160

888 ::J 32 X5 =160
Topic

We started off our new key question gathering
what we already knew about rivers! We have
been learning about river and canals and com-
paring the two. We also have been learning
about the history of Henley which is well known
for the Regatta. In Science, we have been
learning about Forces and Magnets.

Follow us on X (formerly know as Twitter)
@HighwoodPrim3R
@HighwoodPrim3WH



Year 4 News

Mrs Partridge, Mr Williams

Mrs Nice, Miss Briggs and Mrs Hillier

What did the Romans Do For Us?

English

This term we have been focussing on the Roman
gods. We began 2024 by writing playscripts about
the myth of the gods: Romulus and Remus. We
really enjoyed thinking about stage directions and
speech and how they can be used to portray a
character and their emotions. We have just started
writing a humorous information text all about the
Roman gods.

Maths

This term we started with learning the concepts ‘-

behind multiplication and division. The children =+
have explored these by using practical equipment, =
before moving onto using a variety of different writ-
ten methods. In Multiplication, we successfully ;f“
used the expanded column method to multiply a 3- -

digit number by a 1-digit number. In Division, the
children used a combination of the part-whole
method and number lines to explore division prob-
lems. They then moved on to the slightly trickier
short-division method and showed such persever-
ance!

Geography and History

With our key question
being all about the Ro-

been focusing a lot on

Geography and History
so far. We have explored what the Roman Empire
was, where it was located, and the trade routes
within the empire. The children have really enjoyed
using their Geography skills to understand this sig-
nificant moment in History.

Science

This term we have been learning about food
chains and the human body. The children have
been fascinated by the different types of teeth in
their mouth, and really enjoyed leaming about this
as the first step in the digestion process. We are
in the middle of an exciting experiment where we
are investigating the impact of sugary drinks on
our teeth!

Art and DT
Fﬁ%ﬁl In Art and DT this term we

A

w have started to look at
e
1 Lﬂﬂ

et ‘Antoni Gaudi's work with

mosaics. We've appreciated

¥ mosaics and how this is

LA
'l A

linked to the Romans. We

“have also thought about Ro-
man mosaics and how they inspire us!

Computing

The children have had a lot of fun
learning about coding in Computing.
We have been using the website
turtieacademy.com/playground to

create short algorithms that send a screen turtle
around an area. The children have used their
teamwork and problem solving skills to write the
alphabet with the screen turtle!

Have a lovely Half Term break

Follow us on X (formerly know as Twitter)
@HighwoodPrim4P
@HighwoodPrim4W



Year 5 News

Mrs Downes, Mrs Hind,

Mrs Lakshmanan, Mrs Rodroju and Mrs Kamath

Is Invasion Ever Justified?

Welcome to the first spring edition of the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had
lots of exciting opportunities and lots of new learning going on.

Please read on to find out more!

English

We began the term by writing a newspaper
report about the Apollo 11 moon landing,
then moved on to writing biographies. Hav-
ing read about the trailblazing NASA Math-
ematician Katherine Johnson, we detailing
her amazing accomplishments and prac-
ticed using
cohesion
devices to
link our par-
agraphs to-
gethers and
make our
writing flow.
We have { -

just begun to read the story of Beowulf, the
Anglo Saxon hero who saved a town from
the peril of a foul-fiend’ named Grendelp;
we will go on to write a sequel to this excit-
ing legend.

Maths

Our focus in maths has been multiplication,
division. We have practised the column
method by multiplying up to 4-digits by 2-
digits, and short devision to divide with re-
mainders. We will return to fractions next

as well as perimeter, area, statistics,

Key Question Lessons

Our key question for this term is ‘Is Invasion
Ever Justified?’, and we are basing our
learning around The Vikings and The Anglo
-Saxons. So far, we have considered which
physical and human geography features
might come into play when deciding on
whether to invade a country, and then
where people settled and governed their
lands. 5D demonstrated this learning
through drama in their class assembly. Next
term we will learn about the Battle of Has-
tings and in Geography we will be looking
at biomes around the world and specifically
in the UK.

Big Friends

Year 5 had a wonderful experience with
their Year 1 Friends this term as they all
met up to share games Year 1 had learnt
during their trip to Milestones Museum. It
was great fun and lovely to see those rela-




Year 6 News

Mr Robinson, Miss Bicheno
Mrs Panahpoori, Mr Edwards, Mrs Rajpal and Ms Yu

This term we have really immersed ourselves in our topic question, ‘How Does War Change
People’s Lives’ So far we have concentrated on the causes of WW2 and the effect the war

had on families.

" English

Our whole class reading book
this half term has been, ‘When
Ythe Sky Falls’ by Phil Earle.
The children have enjoyed get-
ting to know Joseph (a troubled
N boy who has been evacuated to
the city), and how he learns to
understand his own feelings
through his relationship with a gorilla (Adonis).

£ PHII

EARLE

In writing, we have written a powerful descrip-
tion about The Blitz. We used lots of the figura-
tive language (personification, similes etc) that
we had learnt about in the Autumn Term.

Maths

This term we have been learning about ratio
and algebra. The children have excelled at us-
ing their knowledge of fractions to help them un-
derstand ratio and have made good progress
learning a new concept in algebra.

Topic
Over the last few weeks, our topic has focussed
on history, geography and science.

History

History has been the main focus of our topic this
term. We have learnt about evacuees and how
they were different from refugees. We were
amazed about rationing and what people actu-
ally ate in the war.

Perhaps our question should have been, ‘How
could people live in a world without pizza or
McDonalds?’.

Science

We have learnt about electricity and how to cre-
ate and draw circuits. This has also led to inves-
tigations including experimenting with a different
number of light bulbs and batteries.

Engineering.

This term we have been participating in an Engi-
neering Project where the children have had to
find a solution to a problem by designing an in-
vention to solve it. We have had some incredi-
ble ideas including robots that help clean beach-
es and solar powered cars.

Homework

Many children have been inspired to create
models of air-raid shelters linked to our topic.
Here are some of the wonderful examples that

the other children commented on:
-

[r—
(=

We hope you all have a healthy half-term break.
The Year 6 Team

Follow us on X (formerly know as Twitter)
@HighwoodPrim6R @HighwoodPrimé6B



The Grove
Speech and Language Resource News

Miss Barrett, Mrs Payne, Mrs Gale, Mrs Harris and
Mrs Nielsen

This term we have been publishing our
happy world’s, performed at coffee
morning, explored colourful semantics
writing in space and have finally entered
the world of Paddington Bear!

The children have been working really
hard on their sequencing, summarising
skills and retelling of ‘Paddington’. All of
the children have managed to retell the
main 6 parts, some with visuals and oth-
ers without. We have also begun explor-
ing poetry and the children have started
to explore repetition, onomatopoeia and
rhyme. Once learnt and confident, the
children will be writing their own poems

using these features. | can’t wait to see T
what they produce. |

Maths: Flash Back Four

| This term | asked the children what maths work they

wanted to show off. They all chose their Flash Back
" Fours which we do everyday. These include our daily
learning, previous year learning, previous term learning
and more! The children work really hard exploring and
using resources every day to independently work out
these questions.

2 She hsfo'fEg o T e 4
247 3000  $3.50 o s _____—— 2%

can buy it N g 4% = O
It (ot Hwﬂ"'% "1 less than 1? P} T
200 |
<l 20-12=8
|5 35 | =

L e

Follow us on X (formerly know as Twitter) It has been a full on half a term since the New
@HighwoodPrimR Year, we hope you all have a restful week off.






