
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Academisation Update: 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully you will have read in our recent communication to parents that by the time you are 

reading this term’s newsletter, Highwood will officially be an academy and a fully fledged 

member of the Orchard Learning Alliance!!  It has been over two years since our academy order 

had been granted, so it is good to for it to finally be completed.   

From a child and parent perspective, not much will noticeably change - this is exactly how we 

wanted it to be - but some systems and process behind the scenes will be different.  For school 

staff, the changes will also be minimal as we have been operating under a Trust Partnership 

Agreement for the last two years.  This means that all the school improvement support and 

challenge processes are already in place and there are a number of collaborative opportunities 

that we are already actively involved with. 

We are also seeing some of the additional benefits that working within a Trust can bring due to 

some of our school systems subscriptions being discounted.  As a few examples:  Arbor (our 

management system), INSIGHT (our assessment system) and CPOMS (our safeguarding 

monitoring system) will all be cheaper due to all OLA schools use the same software and 

therefore the economies of scale working in our favour.  Opportunities like this will be extremely 

vital as school budgets continue to be a significant challenge in the current financial times.  

 

Staffing Updates: 

Mrs. Atkinson, our Nursery teacher, moves on to a teaching role at a school in Bracknell Forest.  

We wish her well and thank her for her contributions to Highwood.  Mrs. Alleyne will be taking on 

the Lead Practitioner role for the Summer Term. 

Have a great Easter break!  Thank you for your support. 

 

Matt Hickey 

Headteacher 
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Governing Body News 

Dear Parent and Carers 

Update from Governors’ Day 

The governors visited Highwood on Wednesday 19 March, where we observed lessons, talked to staff 

and pupils, so we could observe items linked to the school improvement plan and part of our responsibili-

ties.  Staff and children were very welcoming, and we were all very impressed with the hard work and en-

thusiasm of the staff.  We observed lessons across all year groups and were encouraged to interact with 

the students.  It was exciting and informative to gather feedback from all parties to see the progress the 

school is striving to make.   

Highlights & Governor Quotes: 

“1st chance to see a normal running day within the school and introduce myself as a Governor.” 

Buenos dias F1!  I had fun starting the morning with Spanish and wake-up shake up. 

"… one of the key strengths are the staff.  Children were very engaged, and I definitely observed some 
very engaging teachers.” 

Our school librarian, Mrs Yule, showed us around Highwood’s library with its immersive environment and 
choice of numerous books and we can see why the children enjoy being there. 

“Real evidence of initiatives around English, for example, with colourful semantics, and scaffolding.  
These were in evident throughout the year groups within the books we looked at.  Senior staff appear 
to have a clear grasp in terms of the direction in which the school needs to go.” 

Meeting with the school council was a great experience.  Each year group was represented, and we dis-
cussed everything from rave reviews about the school library to insights about the playground.  

The continued hard work of whole school team does not go unnoticed, so many thanks and apprecia-

tion to the Highwood team for all their work and dedication.  They work extraordinarily hard to ensure 

the children are supported and taught a high quality, broad and balanced curriculum in an environment 

where pupils’ well-being and personal development remain of paramount importance. 

Governors are recruiting! 

Hello to a new governor, Alison Penny, who brings her education background to our team. 

Goodbye and thank you to Jainishta Ravindran, who has served as a governor for the last 3 years. 

We have some Governor slots available and will send more details in the Summer term.  We’re updating 

our section of the website, but feel free to visit and find out more information.  

Parent Survey 

To round up our Governor Day report, we have a parent survey so we can gather parent’s views to dis-

cuss in our forthcoming meetings.  Survey closes on Friday 25 April.   

 

Survey Link & QR code below: https://forms.office.com/e/6Df31V8DRE  

 

See you in the Summer Term! 

Highwood Governors 

https://www.highwood.wokingham.sch.uk/page/?title=Governors&pid=95
https://forms.office.com/e/6Df31V8DRE


























SENCO 

Here are some  services you can access for additional SEND support. 

Holiday Support and activities   

Holiday, Activities, and Food programme (wokingham.gov.uk)  

Places to Walk Archives - Berkshire Mummies  

Home | Camp Mohawk  a multi-functional day centre for children with special needs and their 

families. 

 

Supporting SEND  

Seven techniques for helping kids keep calm - CBeebies - BBC  

Events | SEND Voices Wokingham  

 

Speech and Language support 

Home - Afasic  

Words for Life | National Literacy Trust | Words for Life  

Learning to talk 3 to 5 years - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

F1 SALT:  Communication and hearing | Children Young People and Families Online Resource  

 

Sensory Processing 

What is Sensory Processing? - YouTube  

Sensory Processing: The Tactile (touch) System - YouTube  

Sensory processing: Body awareness (proprioception) - YouTube  

Sensory processing: movement and balance (the vestibular system)   

Sensory Processing: Alertness Levels - YouTube  

Lindsay Padbury - Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo)  A special educational need/ and 
or disability (SEND) can cause barriers to a child’s learning. My role in school is to identify the chil-
dren’s strengths and manage any extra needs they may have. I liaise with teachers and Learning Sup-
port Assistants (LSAs) to help support the pupil’s needs and discuss appropriate actions that will help 
reduce any barriers to their learning. If you have any SEND concerns, please initially talk to your child ’s 

class teacher.  

Dear Families,  
 

Outdoor play is beneficial for all children including those with SEND.  Children can engage in 
social interactions with their peers and hone their social skills in a nurturing environment while 
playing outside. Being outside is calming and brings down levels of stress and anxiety. It also 
helps children develop important motor skills, strength, and coordination. This can be espe-
cially helpful through climbing, swinging, and balancing. Incorporating sensory-stimulation fea-
tures, such as textured surfaces and sensory gardens,  can also be beneficial for cognitive 
development.  I have included some suggested outdoor activities that you could do with the 
family over the holidays and encourage you to enjoy the local outdoor amenities. 
 

I hope you all have a happy and relaxing break. 
 

Lindsay Padbury     
Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://berkshiremummies.co.uk/category/places-to-walk/
https://www.campmohawk.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/seven-techniques-for-helping-kids-keep-calm
https://www.sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk/events
https://www.afasic.org.uk/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/start-for-life/toddler/learning-to-talk/learning-to-talk-3-to-5-years/
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/health-and-development/communication-and-hearing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Fhwvs4C6_o&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxvlCuUjcFA&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVaycXJ9ZvU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRr7keJyWD8&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcHeuZ96fYw


SENCO 

Local SEND Support  

Local Offer for 0 - 25 year olds with additional needs - Wokingham Borough Council  

Homepage (sendiasswokingham.org.uk) free, confidential, impartial advice, guidance and support  

Children with additional needs (CAN) network - Wokingham Borough Council  

Home Page - PSC (parentingspecialchildren.co.uk)    

Events | SEND Voices Wokingham  

 

 

Family and adult Support 

Wokingham Borough Council family support 

Young Sibs   for siblings 

Talking Therapies self-refer for support with emotional and mental health (17years and above) 

Samaritans are available 24/7 to listen, even if you just need someone to listen whilst you offload, 

they don't have to provide advice unless you ask for it. 

Parenting and mental health – the Mental Health Foundation 

 

Mental Health 

little-blue-book-of-sunshine.pdf (berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk)  

 

Sleep Issues, Anxiety and Behaviour Support 

FIRST Wokingham Directory | Family Intervention Resources & Support Team 

(FIRST) - supporting families with sleep and behavioural issues  

First Video: Supporting children with disabilities - YouTube  

 

Autism and ADHD Support 

Autism+Facts+for+Kids.pdf  

Talking to your child about autism - CBeebies - BBC  

Waiting times for ADHD and Autism Assessments  

Right to Choose - ADHD UK  

Centre for Autism - University of Reading Centre for Autism  

 ASSIST Team Wokingham Directory | ASSIST Team (Autism Spectrum Service for Information 

Support and Training)  

Assist video  Supporting autistic children and their families - YouTube  

  Neurodiversity Hub - Resources for Students, Employers & More  

Autism Berkshire Reading - Autism Berkshire  

Neurodiversity News September 2023 (newsweaver.com)  

 

Fine Motor Skills 

Fine Motor Skills | Children Young People and Families Online Resource 

(berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk)  

 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-offer-for-0-25-year-olds-with-additional-needs/
https://www.sendiasswokingham.org.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/local-offer-for-0-25-year-olds-with-additional-needs/health-and-social-care/social-care/children-with-additional-needs-can-network/
https://www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/
https://www.sendvoiceswokingham.org.uk/events
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/child-protection-and-family-support/ask
https://www.sibs.org.uk/youngsibs/
https://talkingtherapies.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/explore-mental-health/a-z-topics/parenting-and-mental-health
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/168458/little-blue-book-of-sunshine.pdf
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/service.page?id=xuJ8M237bPA
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/service.page?id=xuJ8M237bPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_ooO97PW3M&t=108s
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/gcbpdfs/Autism+Facts+for+Kids.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/pablo-talking-to-your-child-about-autism
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/109514616/neurodiversity-waiting-times-march-23.pdf
https://adhduk.co.uk/right-to-choose/
https://research.reading.ac.uk/autism/
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/service.page?id=GjGnkwjmheI&localofferchannel=310
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/service.page?id=GjGnkwjmheI&localofferchannel=310
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNJuaCRCEm4&t=44s
https://www.neurodiversityhub.org/
https://www.autismberkshire.org.uk/
https://berkshirehealthcareec.newsweaver.com/1bmmkd8n7z/1ig8z8jk2yn
https://berkshirehealthcareec.newsweaver.com/1bmmkd8n7z/1ig8z8jk2yn
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/health-and-development/fine-motor-skills/
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/health-and-development/fine-motor-skills/


SENCO 







Reminders 

EARRINGS 

 

Please note that our school policy is for earrings to be removed for PE, for the health 

and   safety of the children.  

It is recommended that ear piercing is only done in the first week of the summer holi-

days to  allow the time for them to settle.  

Please ensure that your child has practised taking them out as well.  

 SCHOOL UNIFORM 

   School uniform can be purchased direct from our supplier Michael Hope at the  

following link   

Delivery to school is currently free. Any orders placed over the summer holidays must be done 

by Sunday 3 August at the very latest for delivery in time for the start of term in September. This 

date is for both home & school deliveries and doesn’t guarantee enough time for any ex-

changes 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

Children in Reception, Years 1 & 2 are entitled to universal free school 

meals, funded by the government. If your child would like a school dinner please let the 

class teacher know and this will be booked for them.  

Children in Nursery, Years 3 to 6 are required to pay for dinners. The price of a school 

dinner is £2.65 per day . Payment should be made via Arbor in advance. 

If you think your child may be eligible for benefits related free school 

meals  please contact the school office for a form.  

Please note that we are a NUT-FREE school. 

ABSENCE 

Please contact the school office by 9.30am if your child is absent stating the reason for 

the absence. This can be done via the Arbor Portal/APP or by phone on 0118 9265493. 

If your child is going to be late and requires a hot dinner this must be booked by 

9.30am.  

All requests for leave of absence must be made on the absence form available from the 

school office. Routine appointments should be made outside of school time. 

https://www.michaelhope.co.uk/products/school-shops/highwood-primary-school/highwood-primary-school


Diary Dates 
Please find a list of forthcoming dates 

Friday 4 April Last day of spring term - school finishes 1:30pm 

Monday 7 April — Monday 21 April Easter Holidays 

Tuesday 22 April School starts for all children — Start of Summer Term 

Friday 25 April Year 3R— Parent Class Assembly —2.30pm 

Monday 28 April - Thursday 1 May Year 6 SATs mocks week 

Friday 2 May Coffee Morning - open to all—8.45am—9.45am 

Friday 2 May Year 4P— Parent Class Assembly —2.30pm 

Monday 5 May May Day Bank Holiday - school closed 

Monday 12 - Thursday 15 May Year 6 SATs week 

Friday 16 May SEN support coffee morning—8.45am—9.45am 

Monday 19 - Friday 23 May Woodley Schools Sports Week 

Wednesday 21 May F2 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Thursday 22 May F1 SPLAT—10.30-11.30am & 2.00-3.00pm 

Thursday 22 May Parent Book Look in classrooms— 3.15-3.45pm 

Friday 23 May Coffee Morning - open to all—8.45am—9.45am 

Friday 23 May Year 6R— Parent Class Assembly —2.30pm 

Monday 26 - Friday 30 May Half term holiday - school closed 

Monday 2 June Year 5 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Tuesday 3 June Year 1 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Wednesday 4 June School photographer - class photos and Year 6 Leavers 

Thursday 5 June Year 4 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Friday 6 June Coffee Morning - open to all— 8.45am—9.45am 

Friday 6 June Year 6B— Parent Class Assembly —2.30pm 

Monday 9 - Friday 14th June Year 6 Residential Trip 

Monday 9 June Year 3 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Wednesday 11 June Year 2 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Saturday 14 June Woodley Carnival  

Tuesday 17 - Friday 20 June  Travelling Book Fair available in school 

Thursday 19 June KS2 Sports Day—9.30am-12noon 

Thursday 19 June KS1 Sports Day—1.15-3.00pm 

Friday 20 June SEN support coffee morning—8.45am—9.45am 

Monday 23 June Year 6 SPLAT—1.30-3.00pm 

Friday 27 June Summer Picnic 

Wednesday 2 July, morning F1 and F2 Sports Day 

Wednesday 9 July Year 6 production - evening performance—6.30-8.00pm 

Thursday 10 July Year 6 production - afternoon performance—1.30-3.00pm 

Friday 11 July Coffee Morning - open to all —8.45am-9.45am 

Friday 11 July One page reports out to parents 

Monday 14 July Moving Up morning 

Wednesday 16 July Year 6 Leavers' Awards Celebration Evening—6.30-8.00pm 

Tuesday 22 July Last day of summer term - school finishes 1:30pm 

Wednesday 23 July Inset day - school closed to pupils 


