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A couple of key successes to shpe

The Mul berry Room
The Mul berry Room has been a re®@ouwmnuditnugr esuccess
provision, of fering a safe, supportive space wher
academic skills in a nurturing environment. Thrjoug
relationships with trusted adults, the Mulberry|l RoO
regul ati eemn,g agred prosi ti vely with | earning. St aff h a
well being and classroom readiness, and the widler
i mpact on behaviour and inclusion. The success |of
to supporting the whole child and ensuring that| ev
We | | Donei,YoWe avre 6Made Us Proud!
A huge congratulations to our Year 6 pupilée fwoir ke
incredibly hard this year, showing resilience, det
school. We are so proud of all you have achieveld.
Year 6 cohort has navigated t h-taonudg hc owreet eorust osft rtpohnegi
more prepared than ever.
As wel |l as bein a nurturing and inclusive schdgol,
achieve as wal KS2 ®TATs ¢Yatn was extremely stronig.
staff for all. of their hard work
Expected St &Abodoaedt he Expected
standard

Reading 87 % 6 0%

Writing 71% 16%

Mat hs 84 % 40 %

Grammar 84 % 42 %

We only have one member of staf®& Imaawirmg
contract comes to an end and we wish him

To the famil i es iwthioanakr ey o ue afvarngb esisng part of d&wr s
been with wus for many yeé&rs hel pjedstshapehoutr whkihlo®)
the very best for the exciting adventures you hpve

Wi shing You All a Restful, Safe, and Hap
Thank you to every pupil, parent, carer, and memb ¢«
grateful, proud, 8anad ewaemieted for what

See you in September!

Matt Hickey
Headt eacher




Governing Body News

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Pupils,
Well done for another successful school year! (Give yourselves a round of applause!)
Highlights this year...

Back in March, the team had Governor’s day - spending time in school, visiting classes, talking
to pupils and school staff. It was a great time especially hearing the school council (who are like
our own team) discuss playground changes, lunchtime favourites and their vision for Highwood.
It was a joy to see the children so engaged, the classrooms full of energy, and the brilliant work
happening across the school — thank you for making us feel so welcome!

Our school joined the Orchard Learning Alliance (orchardlearningalliance.com), a family of
schools within Wokingham & Reading, who came together and created our own multi-academy
trust. We know schools across the country are facing several challenges — from funding pres-
sures and staff recruitment to changes in the curriculum and increased demand for support ser-
vices. As Governors, we're keeping a close eye on developments and working with the school
leadership to make sure we stay ahead. Our aim is always to support the school in creating a
stable, happy, and high-quality learning environment for every child and we’re positive this direc-
tion will open great opportunities for collaboration and growth.

All change...

We are saying goodbye to Mr Rehan Kamal, a parent governor, who ended his 10-year service
this term. His knowledge and experience in finance has been highly valued and appreciated
through the years. | know his thorough accountancy knowledge and football chats will be
missed!

We need you! Our Governing Team is looking for new_governors to help support the
school and will have more information in the new academic year. If you're interested or would
like more information, please let us know using the contact form on the Governors website sec-
tion.

Finally...
Best wishes to Year 6 as they take their next steps into secondary
school — we’re cheering you onl!

Our amazing children — thank you for being curious, creative, and full

p of life. Enjoy the Summer break!

‘{ oy Our fantastic parents & carers — thank you for all the support and en- ®
‘ couragement at the school gate and beyond. S
@
The Friends of Highwood (FoH) — Thank you for all your events and dﬂ«“

fostering a great sense of school community!

To our incredible school staff & volunteers — thank you for your hard
work, passion, and unwavering commitment to every child.

Best Wishes, Highwood Governors

THANKYOLE



Foundation 1 News

Mrs Alleyne

Mrs Poulton, Mrs Cooper, Ms Craker and Mrs Bailey

Welcome to our Foundation 1 News. Such an eventful term which we have had in F1.
We have completed our topic and researched further about ‘How are all animals different?’.

We started summer 2 learning about animals that are under
the sea and noticing some other items that shouldn't be in
the sea. This led on to how we look after our environment.
The children moved on to jungle animals, desert animals,
animals that are extinct and lastly dinosaurs. The chil-
dren’s curiosity was wonderful to see and they asked many
questions about the dodo, sabre tooth cat and the black

rhino. We had a lot of fun taking part in our sports day and

the children were very athletic. They were all so
amazing and done their parents proud. Well done to
everyone and thank you to all the adults that helped
and supported. Also a huge thumbs up for the

mums and dads that
Py

took part!
We have started to practice our written phonics
and was really proud of our work. Our letter formation is developing
well and we all were able to write some sounds. We could hear and
blend some words too such as cat, bug, pan and sun.

e

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents for their support during this last
year and we would like to wish the children and their families all the very best moving up to
F2 or moving on to new adventures.

oo = 1;"; : "..- ' e ' ~ e
Have a lovely summer holidays. Mrs Alleyne and F1 team

Remember to look on Seesaw for regular updates on our learning.



Foundation Stage 2 News

Mrs Parker and Miss Grainger

Mrs Vanka, Mrs Newham, Miss Webb, Mrs Sundaresh

Wi aAanre OuUuil 19Cal Meirrve S -

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter for the second half of the
summer term!

We have looked at superheroes in stories, such as: ‘Supertato’ and
‘Superworm’. The children were able to write their own  versions of
the stories using a new and exciting colourful story board. This re-
source helps the children to understand different parts of the story.

Everyone has enjoyed the Superhero ac-
tivities on offer this term, such as making
masks, superhero art, and  making their
own ‘Super-tato” Superhero. We enjoyed
Superhero Day too!

In maths the children have been looking at positional
T ~ language, mapping skills and patterns and relationships. We have
_-§P®E.  made repeating patterns using materials and printing with fruits
oA and vegetables. We drew maps and plans of the classroom and
m other places.

o " We also read the story of Mr Gumpy’s Outing and explored how
many items a boat can carry before it sank. It has been great fun!

PE is always a highlight of the week! This half-term they have
focussed on gymnastics.

We had our trip to Wellington Country Park! We had an amaz-
ing time: being farm detectives and having fun jumping on the
bouncy pillow!

The children have been absolutely brilliant and we are all very TS
proud of them. Thank you for your support. Enjoy the summer :
holiday! —



Year 1 News

Miss Bolger, Mrs Garner, Miss Ahmed

Miss Mubashar, Mrs Wheeler, Mrs Kaur, Miss Mair

Which animal would you invite for tea?

Science Enalish

g This term we have been learning .
In English we have been do-
2a lot about plants. We have . " /
ing lots of writing about D
Dragons. We have described Z

them and used Al to create a
picture of our dragons.

g order to grow and the functions
of different parts of the plant.

" We hope that the sunflower and
‘% " bean plants are
" still growing!

We have written non fiction re-
ports about dragons too which

some dragon stories from differ-
ent countries too.

®We have also
looked at how to eat healthily and what a bal-
anced plate would look like for our tea party. Computing

r_gw AR,
In Maths we have learnt™ . & . s 986

about halves and quar- s

We have been using a program called Scratch
Junior to design our own space projects on the |
pads. First we designed sprites of space rockets.

ters of shapes and num- After that we decided how each sprite would
bers in our first introduc- : move and created algorithms for
tion to fractions. each one. We were even able to
We have learnt about different units of time: We make our rockets race each other!
now know that the school day lasts 6 hours, not Some children have even used it at| ==
six seconds! We can tell home to make their own creations.
= ©O'clock and half past times on
an analogue clock. We have
®® also learnt about money and ] =
¢ loved making pretend shops in We have been studying e ‘
=@ our classrooms to practice the: art work ©f JAndy iy O

=N
making amounts of money us- Galdsworthy. ke create's"»:
ing the correct coins. art out of natural materi-

als like, wood, leaves, stones, petals. We experi-

T—Om mented with our own ideas based on his work.
To celebrate the end of ur topic “What animal \we then made sun catchers too.

would you invite to tea?”, we had a tea party.
The children enjoyed playing games and having
yummy snacks.

Outdoor Learning




Year 2 News

Miss Anderson, Mr Gauld

Mrs Hillier, Mrs Moore, Mrs Swamiraj, Mrs Aswal and Miss Mubashar

What a year it has been! Whilst we are sad that the children are moving on to Year 3, we can’t
help but celebrate all the wonderful memories we have created together. We wish the children

all the best for their new adventures in Year3!

Is there really a Climate Crisis?

English
This half term, we have been hard at work
developing our storytelling skills. One of our
key focuses has been writing a detailed re-
count of our school trip, using time adverbi-
als. The children have also impressed us
with their use of expanded noun phrases.

We've also enjoyed reading the story The
Lighthouse Keeper's
Lunch. This tale has intro-
duced us to exciting new
vocabulary like jubi-

lant, concocting 4 T

8 Bra76h | ighthouse

ai : 6 Keepers |unch

-
Ronda and David Arsitoge

Bucklebury Farm

We all had a fantastic day at Bucklebury
Farm and Deer Park. It was lovely to see the
children so enthusiastic about the animals
and enjoying the experience. In particular,
the children enjoyed feeding the deer by
hand and getting to pet so many baby ani-
mals!

DT
Puppet-Making Fun at SPLATI
We had an absolutely fantastic time sewing
and creating our very own hand puppets
during SPLAT! With the wonderful support
of our adults, we brought our imaginative
designs to life.

Topic
We have been hands on with our topic
learning this half term. Our key questions
have ranged from ‘How has the Earth’s cli-
mate changed over time? to a debate
around the question ‘Is there really a cli-
mate crisis?’

Activities have included planning how to
make the school more bee friendly, creat-
ing persuasive posters, planning arguments
for and against climate change ready for a
heated debate (pardon the punl).

Maths

Our topics this half term have involved the
children learning about statistics and how
to present data , about positional and di-
rectional language and a consolidation of
the four main operations: addition, sub-
traction, multiplication and division.



Year 3 News

Mrs Inwards, Mrs Hartgrove and Miss Rumbold

Miss Mair, Mrs Mohammed and Mrs Strong

LITERACY

Most recently we have written speeches to explain why we
must protect rainforests and our planet against deforesta-
tion. Earlier in the term, we looked at the story of Rain
Player. In the story, Pik has to defeat Chac, the God of
rain, in the Maya game ‘Pok-a-Tok’. We adapted the story,
creating our own versions which involved new characters,
who helped enable a win for our heroes.

MATHS

In maths, we learned about money, time, shape and statistics! The children
worked very hard to understand time in many different contexts and were also
introduced to the 12 hour digital clock.

SCIENCE

We have been exploring the exciting topic of light and shadows. We investigated
how light is needed to see things and that darkness is the absence of light. We
also explored how the size and shape of shadows change depending on the ob-
ject's distance from the light source. We also have been learning lots about
plants and their life cycles.

TOPIC

We have been excited to learn about the Maya. We learnt about their Gods,
what they ate, how they wrote and their number system. We compared their civi-
lisation to our own and found there were lots of similarities. In DT, the children
really worked hard to create functioning puppets!




Year 4 News
Mr Williams, Mrs Partridge

Mrs Nice and Miss Briggs

Welcome to this edition of the Year 4 news! As we welcomed everyone back through the
school doors for the final term in Year 4, we had lots of new and exciting learning opportuni-
ties. Please read on to find out about the fantastic learning the children have been doing!

How have our castles made Britain
great?

This term year 4 have continued their investiga-
tion into Britain’s castles and the features that
define a coast. The children have also been ex-
ploring medieval castles and replicating their
engineering.

Maths

Year 4 have been very busy in maths this term,
covering topics ranging from shapes and an-
gles to co-ordinates. We have been incredibly
impressed with the timetables knowledge this
year and could not believe our eyes when we
saw their results for the multiplication check.
We could not be prouder of all the children and
their accomplishments this year!

Writing
This term year 4 have been on a fantastical ad-
venture, exploring fantasy realms, creatures
and plot lines. We started off by creating our
own creatures and writing poems about them.

The children loved trying out  different vocab-
ulary to create rhyming couplets.

After poetry the children moved onto writing
W RQ fantasy narratives that involved ter-
Y \\' rifying monsters, resilient heroes
U and fantastical worlds. |t has been

“ characters should face. The out-
come of using Al for the mythical creatures
were fantastic and the children were really
proud of the end results!

Our class reader this term has been ‘The Cas-
tle of Tangled Magic’, which everyone thor-
oughly enjoyed and has been a fantastic stimu-
lus for our writing.

Design and Technology

In DT this term we have been looking at castles
and how drawbridges work. They have finished
their castles which will be sent home before the
end of the year and the final outcomes were
amazing! You could really see the children’s
designs come through in their final piece.

L a8

Windsor Castle
Trip

We had a wonderful &
time visiting Windsor g
Castle together as a |
year group. The children :
were incredibly well be- &
haved and excellent
clue finders when it came to completing our
treasure hunt. It was so lovely to be able to ap-
preciate the scale of the castle that we have
been learning about in our History and Geogra-
phy lessons - we could not believe how high up
the keep was!

It has been an absolutely fantastic year
and we wish everyone the best when they
move up to Year 5.

The Year 4 team



Year 5 News

Mrs Downes, Mrs Hind
Mrs Lakshmanan, Mrs Kamath and Mrs Rudroju

Welcome to the Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that we’ve had lots of exciting activities
and lots of new learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

Whatfwas thelgreatestilegacyloflAncientiGreecer

English Key Question Lessons

This term, our work has been based on the Our key question this term ‘What was the
Greek myth ‘Pandora’s Box’. We began by greatest legacy of Ancient Greece?’ led us
writing a paragraph describing the moment to study key figures such as Alexander the
the box was opened and the evils un- Great, and famous events such as The Bat-
leashed. We then wrote Abstract Noun Po- tle of Marathon. We have also learnt about
ems, based on Emily Dickinson’s poem the Elgin marbles and are now building re-
‘Hope’, which led to a thorough deep-dive lief clay tiles, decorating them with designs
of myths, architecture and Gods.

Hope is e thing with feathers that perches

in the soul - and sings the tunes
without the words - and never stops at all.

- Emily Dickinson ——

into a review of the different types of nouns
and culminated in the whole class writing a
poem together about ‘Evil'. The children
then wrote their own very successful po-
ems about ‘Love’, ‘Wealth’ ‘Bravery’ and
many other abstract nouns.

We have also been doing Geography field

Maths work; we set up a weather station in our
We have packed a lot in this term! We com- school field and recorded the data we cap-
pleted our work on percentages, decimals tured in graphs and charts.

and fractions; then we learnt about the dif- Despite the high temperatures we recorded
ferent types of angles and how to use pro- this term, the




Year 6 News

Miss Bicheno, Mr Robinson
Ms Yu and Mr Edwards

Mrs Panahpoori

English

In English, we have been entertained (or scared) by
the short film ‘Franics’ and produced some writing
linked to it.

In reading, we have been enjoying the book: The
Dawn of Adonis which is a prequel explaining the
existence of Adonis, the silverback gorilla, from
When the Sky Falls. A very enjoyable read.

Maths
Although SATs have finished, we still continued with

our maths curriculum, completing units on Shape Manor Adventure
and Geometry. Our residential trip to Culmington Manor was a real
Science and PSHE highlight! Every activity challenged the children in

. ., A _ different ways and their enjoyment was clear to see.
We have continued to explore the question, ‘What's Many simply enjoyed sharing a cabin with their

the secret to a healthy body?’ by looking at the effect friends, while others excelled when facing new chal-
of exercise on our body and mind, and what is lenges. Well Done.

needed for a healthy diet.
PE

We have used the leaming behaviour of ‘teamwork’
in PE this term. Year 6 demonstrated amazing
teamwork during our sports day and superb leader-
ship when  helping at KS1 sports day. We have
also enjoyed playing cricket with Mr Edwards and
Danish long ball in class.

Art

In Art, we have used our observational skills and
sketching techniques to draw an anatomical drawing g
of a heart. .

Music and Drama

Pirates of the Curry Bean was a huge success.
We really enjoyed learning all the songs, and hav- Goodbye and Good Luck

ing the opportunity to perform to a real life audience A the Year 6 team would like gﬂﬂdgy@

at last! | am sure that you will agree that we have to wish the children all the very 6'0 d u
some incredibly talented individuals in this year pest for secondary school and ¢

group. This was one of my favourite Year 6 plays to peyond.
date.







