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Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcoming Prospective Parents

Over the past few weeks, we've had the pleasure of welcoming many prospective parents and
children to our school for tours. It has been a real privilege to show them around and to share
the wonderful learning, enthusiasm, and sense of community that make our school such a
special place. The feedback from visitors has been overwhelmingly positive, with many
commenting on the calm, purposeful atmosphere and the friendliness of our pupils and staff.
While families are still in the process of making their decisions, it has been lovely to see how
impressed they have been by what they’'ve seen here at Highwood.

If you have friends or family looking for a school place in September 2026, please do let them
know that additional tour dates are available - we would be delighted to welcome them too.

Highwood Primary School and

Fairwater Drive, Woodley, RG5 3JE
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%a= OPEN MORNINGS
... AND PARENT
semess | TOURS

6.00pm

For September
2026 starters.

Limited spaces
available in other
year groups

To book your place please call the school
office on 0118 926 5493 or email
admin@highwood.wokingham.sch.uk
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Settling In Beautifully

It's hard to believe how quickly this first half term has flown by! | have been so impressed with
how well the children have adapted to their new year groups and routines. Whether moving up
within the school or joining us for the first time, they have embraced new challenges with
enthusiasm and confidence. It has been a real pleasure to see them settling so positively into
their learning, forming new friendships, and showing such maturity in the way they have handled
the transition.

Our New Head Student Team

We are also delighted to announce the appointment of our new Head Student Team. The
process attracted 21 thoughtful and enthusiastic applications, and we are so proud of every child
who put themselves forward. The pupils made mature and considered choices in selecting their
representatives, and we’re confident that the new team will do a brilliant job in their roles.
Congratulations!

Thank you for your support
Matt Hickey
Headteacher
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' AWARDS

All of us at here at Highwood could not be prouder of our wonderful pupil, Theo, whose courage,
positivity, and strength inspire everyone who knows him. Every single day, Theo reminds us what it
truly means to be brave. Despite facing more challenges in his young life than most adults will ever
experience, he approaches each one with a smile and an unshakable spirit. He is, without question, a
shining example of perseverance and hope for our whole school community.

Theo's many medical conditions have meant he has spent long periods in hospital throughout his
short life. In one year alone, an incredible 22 separate visits. Yet, through it all, he continues to
radiate joy and determination.

His nominator for the Child of Courage Award said:

“Theo is my absolute hero, and he and his family are the bravest people | have ever met.
They never complain or moan about their situation; they always find the positives despite
all of the challenges.”

And for this little boy, there have indeed been many challenges.

Theo was born with a rare bone marrow failure syndrome, a condition characterised by congenital
abnormalities and an increased risk of certain cancers. He underwent his first surgery at just one day
old, when doctors placed a tube to deliver nutrition directly to his stomach, alongside another tube to
constantly remove saliva from his mouth.

At two months old, surgeons attempted another repair, but with little success.

In June 2021, Theo faced a frightening setback when he developed sepsis following an infection in
his only kidney. “Thankfully, after a week of IV antibiotics, he was back to himself,” said his
nominator.

After two cancelled appointments due to Covid, Theo underwent yet another major surgery, this time
pulling his stomach up into his chest and connecting the two ends. He was sedated for two weeks to
help him heal.

Even in what his family calls a “quiet” year, Theo has been under the care of numerous medical
teams, including surgery, urology, haematology, genetic oncology, craniofacial, speech and
language, audiology, and dietetics. Each challenge he faces, he meets with incredible courage and
the gentlest of smiles.

The Child of Courage Award, sponsored by De Vere Wokefield Estate, recognises a young person
(aged 16 or under) who has demonstrated outstanding bravery in the face of illness or other life-
changing circumstances. Theo embodies everything this award stands for - courage, determination,
and an unbreakable spirit.

We, his teachers, classmates, and the entire school, could not be more proud. Theo has taught us all
the meaning of resilience, kindness, and hope. He is our hero and we are honoured to celebrate his
extraordinary journey.




Governing Body News

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Pupils,

What do we do?

The Highwood Governing body is a dedicated group of volunteers (parents and co-opted mem-
bers) who committed to making Highwood a great school for pupils, staff, parents & carers, staff
and the local community.

As part of our role, we keep a close eye on what’s happening in education nationally and

how it affects our school community. Here’s a short update on some key issues across

the country — and how we’re working with school leaders to make sure Highwood stays
=UUD strong, supportive, and forward-looking.

School Funding & Pupil Numbers

We’'re checking how changing pupil numbers might affect funding and considering addi-
tional income streams, alongside reviewing the school's 3-year budget plan and ensure
we use funds to protect learning.

.+ National Education Reforms
% € The government is introducing major reforms through a new Schools Bill — including
%+ changes to how schools are supported and inspected. Ofsted will move away from single-
word grades towards more detailed feedback, and the school leadership & governing team
will ensure any changes continue to put children’s learning and wellbeing first.

Inclusion & SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities)

Nationally, SEND reforms are still being rolled out, and schools are waiting for clearer
guidance. There’s widespread concern about how to meet every child’s needs with limited
specialist support available. Our SEND Link Governor meets regularly with staff to moni-
tor provision and training. We review data and parent feedback to ensure pupils with addi-
tional needs are fully supported.

Governor Vacancies
We are in the middle of our parent governor election, so we will be able to announce the new
joiners to the team in November.

Listening to You
Governors represent the whole school community — parents, carers, staff and pupils.
We’'re always keen to hear your views and ideas.

If you'd like to know more about what governors do, have questions about school priorities, or
would consider getting involved in the future, please visit the Governors section of the website
(currently being updated), but feel free to visit and find out more information.

Enjoy the half term break!

Highwood Governors



Foundation 1 News

Mrs Alleyne
Mrs Cooper, Mrs Bailey

Welcome to our first F1 News this year. We have had a very busy start to the Autumn Term in
F1. All the children have settled incredibly well and have begun making friends. We have been
exploring our termly topic ‘What makes us special?’ which has allowed us all to get to know
each other and explore ourselves as individuals.

We started off this half term learning about each other and
discovering how we are all different and unique. The
children designed their own self-portraits on paper
and were very creative, representing their designs on
biscuits. We spoke about different characteristics and
- what makes us similar and different.

We have started to explore our senses beginning with touch, taste and sight. We used our
senses and explored our outside areas to find pine cones, conkers and acorns. WWe've begun
learning about our sense of taste by trying a variety of foods, some of which were sour, sweet,
salty, creamy and bitter and spoke about how we would describe the flavours.

We continued our topic and strengthened our fine motor skills by chopping vegetables to
make our own healthy Autumn soup.
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Our first SPLAT of the year was successful and the children
enjoyed having their families in school. Thank you to all that came.

We finished our term learning about Diwali, the festival of lights. Making raﬁgoli

patterns, decorating the class, tasting some sweet treats and making diya lamps
from clay. S - i
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Throughout this half of term all the children having been trying very hard to develop their

independence and do things for themselves. This includes taking care of themselves, their
belongings and their environment.

We are proud of how kind and supportive the children are to each other at such a young age.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us and we look forward to welcoming the
children back after half term !

Have a look on Seesaw to see what we are up to each week!



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker and Miss Grainger
Miss Webb, Mrs Poulton, Mrs Newham, Mrs Vanka

Welcome to our first F2 Newsletter! We have had a very busy and successful first half of the term, en-
suring that all our children settle into their new classrooms. We are pleased to say that they have set-
tled amazingly well and we are very proud of them.

were all excited to go outside and discover some large claw marks
in the outside area. The children came up with lots of theories, in-§
cluding that a giant T-rex had visited!

~ We received a very interesting letter from the institute of dinosaurs
| who gave us a dinosaur egg to care for. This sparked huge interest @@=
| among the children which prompted them to make nests and
“%=¥ search for food for the new born dinosaur.

The children thoroughly
enjoy our phonics ses-
sions using our scheme:|
Little Wandle letters and
sounds. They have been
very creative, practising
their letters in sand, salt,
with chalk and even with
tooth brushes! Thank you -
for continuing to read at . 4
home with them to pro--
mote this learning.

In Maths we have been learn-
ing to match, sort and com-
pare different objects. We en-
joyed exploring different sort-
ing techniques and creating
our own sorting rules. We
have also been exploring pat-
terns, recognising them in the
environment and making our
own.

We were also lucky enough to receive two special visits. One from Louis Taylor, who
taught us about road safety. We learnt how to safely cross the road, by holding hands,
stopping, looking both ways and listening.

Our other visit was from Sarah who shared tips on how to f§ %
be resilient. We learnt that we might not be able to do ,

something YET, but if we keep on trying we will be able to §
one day. Both workshops were great fun and very informa-
tive.

This term the children begun their PE sessions with Mr
Edwards. They have been perfecting gymnastic skills.
Now that the weather is getting colder, please ensure your child has a
black tracksuit top, trousers and trainers in their PE kit. Thank you.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us and we look forward to another busy but
enjoyable half-term in Foundation 2!



Year 1 News

Miss Bolger, Mrs Ahmed and Mrs Garner

Miss Mubashar, Mrs Wheeler, Mrs Rodroju, Mrs Aswal, Mrs Kaur

What a fantastic start to Year 1 we have had. We have seen the children grow so much in
confidence and independence over the past few weeks and they have settled into the new
routines of Year 1 really well.

Where In The World Am 1?

Science

As part of our Key Question, in Science, we

have been finding out about the body. We can I Maths we have been busy working on our
name different parts of the body and some or- place value of numbers and representing them
gans. in different ways. We have done lots of practical

activities when ordering numbers too. We have
been practic-
ing making
and using
part—whole
models too.

We have done lots of activities to  explore us-
ing our senses like a sound walk and trying to
work out the flavour of crisps without tasting
them!

We have also been learning about nocturnal
and diurnal animals and why they might sleep
at night. We focused on the animals that the
children might
see in Wood-
ley.

English

This term our focus has been on Julia Don-
aldson. We have read many stories which she
has written, like The Tiddler and The Highway
Rat. We loved reading the stories and have
been writing sen-

We have been learning about the Christian sto- tences to describe g5

ry of Creation and thinking about why God the  characters.
wants Christians to look after our world. We al- Ve ha\_/g even
so celebrated our own creativity. been writing lists|
of what we need

Al't to throw a party 7

We have been leaming about the art of Henri ~ for  the  different e &4

Mattisse and have been practicing technlques characters.  \We FEERENEE
with paper such as . have been so impressed W|th the children's

folding, tearing and phonics knowledge which they have used to
scrunching to cre- N write, and their superb describing words! There
ate a collage. .. has been a lot of creativity demonstrated in year
1, where we have been making story sets to use
to retell the story.




Year 2 News

Miss Anderson, Miss Rumbold

Mrs Hillier, Miss Mair, Mrs Yu

Wow! We have made a fantastic start to Year 2!

The children have loved learning about The Great Fire of London
and are still keen for more.

Was The Great Fire of London a total disaster?

Topic

This term, we've thoroughly enjoyed learning
about the Great Fire of London. Our lessons
have taken us back to 1666,
where we learnt about Samuel
Pepys and his famous diary. We
discussed why his account is so
significant and imagined what we
might have written in our own dia-
ries — even thinking about what
we would have buried to preserve
our memories! We also explored how the fire
service has evolved since then, comparing fire-
fighting methods from the past to those used
today.

Learning to Stay Safe and Work Together

This half term, we've been developing im-
portant life skills through our PSHE lessons.
We've learned how to work together as a team
and explored strategies for managing impulsive
behaviour. We've also talked about how to ask
for help and identified special people in our
school and community who help keep us safe.
A key focus has been online safety. We've dis-
cussed the benefits and risks of using the inter-
net and learned how to stay safe online. We
now understand the dangers of talking to
strangers online and know that we should never
share personal information

Science

In Science we have looked at everyday mate-
rials. We can now sort objects by materials
and are able to identify their properties.

Maths

This half term, we've been strengthening our
understanding of place value and sharpening
our mental maths skills.

We've had lots of fun learning our 2 times table
and chanting in steps of 2 to build fluency. A big
focus has been on partition-
ing numbers into tens and’
ones for example, recognis-
ing that 34 can be split into 30
+ 4 oreven 20 + 14.

¥]

Art

We’ve had such a great time weaving in our
art lessons this term! Inspired by the amaz-
ing artist Gunta Stolzl, we started by sketch-
ing out our own designs and then got crea-
tive with paper and ribbon to bring them to
life.

We explored different weaving techniques
and tested out which materials worked best.
It was so much fun learning something new,
and we’re really proud of the colourful and
unique pieces we made.




Year 3 News

Mrs Inwards, Mrs Hartgrove and Mrs Farooq

Mrs Kamath, Mrs Swamiraj, Mrs Yu

How could I survive in Pre-Historic times?

Reading and Writing

Maths

We have really focused on place
value this term and are confident

We have been reading a variety of texts
linked to Pre-historic times. The children
have really enjoyed reading Stone age

boy, the First Drawing and we have just working with  3-digit numbers.
started reading The Boy with the Bronze We've started looking at adding
Axe. In English, we have been focusing and subtracting and in mental
on grammar and punctuation. We have maths have had a real focus on our

been learning all about nouns, verbs :

and the subject. The children have been ZINELE S licr e

focusing on how to correctly i

form a sentence. Science

Our science has also linked with our big question

and the Stone Age. We can now sort rocks and
__soils into groups based on their properties and
~ have tested their strength usuﬁg dlfferent experi-
R ts. We‘v:e”‘alsa“”learnt about haw fossns are

5 TOQIC

tion by Iooklng |nd|v1dually at the S
Bronze Age and Iron Age nd identify
changes that have happened between these
times. The children have also started to look
at prehistoric settlements in Britain and had a
go at predicting what these places could have
been. We discovered a Hillfort and a Neolithic
village. In Art we've been looking at cave
paintings and experimenting with ;,pharcodi’
and sketching pencils. =~

VAR
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Year 4 News

Mrs Partridge, Mrs Downes

Mrs Nice, Mrs Mohammad, Mrs Strong

Welcome to the first edition of the Year 4 news! We are working hard, especially on our
understanding of grammar and times tables, with lots of exciting opportunities and new
learning going on. Please read on to find out more!

What is More Essential: Water or Gold?

wit s mee pecios Y €A1 4 have been busy investigating the

e Ancient Egyptians and how their wealth
and the River Nile were important to
their success.

Egyptian Gods and why they were im-
| portant. Year 4 even had a go at creat-
i ing their own Ancient Egyptian god and
= 5 writing their name in hieroglyphics!

) ]

1.1 Maths

In maths this term we have explored and con-
creted our understanding of numbers and
place value. We have been using our place
value skills to partition numbers in standard

and non-standard ways. We also learned how

to round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000.
More recently we have begun to use the written col-
umn addition and subtraction method to help solve
tricky problems.

Our times table knowledge is coming along well, but
any extra practise that could be done at home
would really benefit your children.

English

In our English lessons we have started the ‘Place
Value of Punctuation and Grammar’ where we are
learning lots about word classes and how to con-
struct a grammatically correct sentence. We have
used our perseverance to understand four different
types of noun, the difference between an action and
being verb, and even know what the subject of a
sentence is! Why not ask us at home to give an ex-
ample?

We have learned all about the Ancient

Year 4 have been reading ‘Secrets of a [t o
Sun King’ and the classes seem to be
thoroughly enjoying it. We have been
exploring exciting new vocabulary and |
using our skills of retrieval to answer a -
variety of questions. Our fluency has
improved enormously as we have prac- o s
ticed our reading out loud skills.

Science

In Science, we have been looking at states of mat-
ter, with a really exciting experiment where we in-
vestigated melting points. We loved see-
ing how much time it took to melt choco-

late, butter and ice and particularly en-

joyed ‘sampling’ a small amount of the

chocolate just to check it would melt
properly! Playing Solids, Liquids, Gases
was a real highlight for many people in
4P!

Geography

In Geography we have explored the River Nile and
its importance to the Ancient Egyptians. We then
learnt the features of a river and how it travels from
the source into the mouth of seas and lakes. More
recently we have deepened our understanding of
weather and climate and
understood how the Egyp-
tians overcame the chal-
lenges of living in an arid cli-

mate!

We hope you all have a
fantastic half term break!

The yeow 4 teauwm



Year 5 News

Mr Williams, Mr Robinson

Miss Briggs, Mr Edwards, Mrs Strong

Has our planet finished evolving?

Welcome to the first edition of the
Year 5 news! | am pleased to say that
we’ve had a fantastic start to the
school year, with lots of exciting op-
portunities and lots of new learning
going on. Please read on to find out
more!

English

We have had a different start to our Eng-
lish lessons in Year 5. We have been ex-
ploring nouns, verbs and subjects and
looked in great detail at how to structure
a sentence before progressing onto in-
cluding conjunctions to create multi-
clause sentences. Our first unit of writing
has been a non-chronological report.

We have explored some fictional plan-
ets (Luminara)
‘and have cre-
ated our own!

N

- -t Once we have

finished designing and writing our fiction-
al planet, we will type them into

ChatGPT to create an image—below is
Mr Williams’ example.

e

Maths

This half term we have focused on place
value of numbers up to a million, as well
as decimals. Through this journey we
have looked at place values of digits,
rounding and counting in powers of 10,
before finally moving onto addition and
subtraction at the end of the half-term.
We've also done lots of problem solving
and reasoning around the unit too.

Science

Our Science topic this term has been all
about properties of materials. To begin
with, we learnt the scientific language to
group different materials and then did a
series of experiments, including how to
separate materials and looking at what
might be soluble or insoluble! The chil-
dren have some great ideas for some
experiments that could be done at
home!

Key Question lessons

Finally, all our topic lessons this term
have been around our key question:

“Has our Earth finished evolving”

Highlights have included: learning about
tectonic plates, using biscuits to see how






