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Dear Parents/Carers,

As we approach the end of the year, it feels like a natural moment to pause, reflect on the success of the
previous calendar year and look ahead to what the new year will bring and looking in this term’s
newsletter, there is a lot to celebrate!

speak with me on the gate.

This week, myself and Mrs Welsh have reorganised my office (with §
the help of the site team), so that it is now her office with a space
for me to work. This transition marks the (temporary) close of a
very special phase for me at Highwood, but certainly not the end of
my connection or commitment to our special community.

As you know, from January, my role will evolve and take a

broader, more strategic shape. | won't be quite as present in the day-to-day life of the school as | have
been for the last 11 years, and | know that may feel like a significant shift. Yet while my visibility may
change, my dedication will absolutely not. | will still be working closely with Highwood, just more often
behind the scenes, helping to guide and support the work that drives continued improvement and growth.

What reassures me most in this moment of change is the strength of the team who will be leading the
school from the forefront. Mrs Welsh, supported by our leadership team, will provide the daily direction,
presence and care that our children and families rely on. Their passion for Highwood shines through in
everything they do, and | know the school will flourish under their guidance.

While my role will look different, the values, ethos and culture that define our school remain firmly at the
heart of everything we do. | will continue to work closely with the leadership team to support and sustain
the high standards, shared vision and positive environment that our children and families know so well.

As well as this change taking place in January, we have a few valued members of staff leaving us.

. Miss Grainger moves on to teach in an Early Years setting in another Wokingham school. | would
like to thank her for the care, enthusiasm and learning experiences she has brought to many
children across the school

. Mrs Partridge is leaving to take up a really exciting role within the NHS supporting children with their
mental health. This an exciting next step, and one we wish her every success in.

. Mr E Edwards is starting a completely new career as an air traffic controller; we thank him for his
commitment and wish him all the very best in this new and exciting challenge.

. And finally a special mention to Mrs Payne who has been part of our school community since 2009
and is now moving on to a different role away from supporting children in the classroom. Her 16
years of service, working in a range of roles, she has supported and positively influenced the
learning journeys of thousands of children.

We wish them all well in the next stages of their working lives.

Joining us in January will be Miss Rees in F2, Mrs Buckley in Year 4 and Miss Finch in The Grove - | am
sure you will all make them very welcomed. )

Thank you for your support and have a wonderful festive break! e

Matt Hickey 2026

Headteacher




Governing Body News

Dear Parents and Carers,

Governor Update
We are delighted to welcome Danny Hind as our new parent governor, who joins us alongside

2 new staff governors: Mrs Downes & Mrs Morris. They are committed to enhancing our school's
community and supporting our mission. Welcome to the team!

We are currently looking for new co-opted governors to join our Local Governing Body. You
don’t need to be an education expert or live locally—just someone who is willing to contribute
their time, perspective and common sense to help the school thrive. Being a governor is a re-
warding way to support children, develop your own skills in leadership and strategic thinking, and
make a real difference to the school community. If you're interested in getting involved or would
like to know more, please complete this form: Highwood Governors - Information Request.

New Leadership Structure

As we move into 2026, the Governing Body would like to reassure families that we fully support
the new leadership structure and are confident it positions Highwood well for continued success.
Mrs Welsh brings deep knowledge of our school and a strong commitment to our community, and
we look forward to working closely with her as she takes on the Head of School role. Mr Hickey
will continue to provide strategic oversight as Interim Executive Headteacher across both
schools, ensuring consistency of vision and high standards. Our priority remains the children:
their learning, wellbeing and enjoyment of school. We will continue to monitor the transition care-
fully and maintain clear communication with parents and staff throughout. Thank you, as always,
for your continued support.

As we conclude this autumn term, the governors want to extend heartfelt gratitude to our dedicat-
ed school staff, supportive parents, and enthusiastic children for your unwavering efforts and
commitment to learning and growth. We wish each of you a joyful and restful holiday season.
Take this time to recharge, celebrate with loved ones, and return in the new year with renewed
energy. We've put together a few activities for the kids to enjoy, thank you for being an essential
part of our school family, and here's to a well-deserved and delightful Christmas break for all!

Highwood Governors

Christmas Puzzles

Christmas Riddles Four friends — Ali, Ben, Cara and Dan — each
1. | wear a red suit and travel in a sleigh — received a different Christmas gift (book, game,
who am |? scarf, puzzle). Use the clues to find who got
2. | have antlers and pull the sleigh. which gift.
3. I'm soft and white, made of snow; roll ]
fmie, sfack e, gue.me acamolnose. 'Ic'liléese.rson with the scarf is not Ali and not
4. I'm hung by the fireplace and filled with Dan P

treats.
| twinkle on the top of the tree.
| ring at Christmas time and say “ta-da”

Ben’s gift is something you can open and play.
Cara does not like puzzles, so she didn’t get
the puzzle.

o o

Ali loves reading.
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Foundation 1 News

Mrs Alleyne
Mrs Cooper, Mrs Bailey

What makes us special?’

Welcome to you all. What a fantastic end to the Autumn Term in F1. So many memorable and
special experiences the children have had. We have explored our topic further ‘What makes us
special?’ which has allowed us to learn about our senses more in depth, look at people who help
us and think about what we would like to be when we grow up.

| senses of smell and sight. The children used some fabulous
. vocabulary. “fruity, stinky, cheesy and mouldy. We did have
' some nice smells too.

Around firework night, the children were creative and made P
sparklers from bread sticks and we spoke about the safety 2~

In the moment. The children were all
very excited to see a beautiful rainbow
in the sky so we took the opportunity to
paint our own.

We welcomed Christmas into f1 and have enjoyed decorat- '\
ing our tree. We thank all the parents for helping to support &4
the children with their songs for the Nativity. The children

are very excited to show you all. -

We have been understanding the world be finding out about different
countries. The children used our interactive advent calendar to deliv-
er parcels around the world. We have had our visits with our new
families and look forward to them joining us in January.

Christmas jumper day and
Christmas lunch was a suc-
cess. We even had a visit
from Santa.

Throughout this half of term all the children having been
trying very hard to develop their mark making skills and
have shown fantastic perseverance to write some letters
in their names.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us and we look forward to welcoming the
children back after half term We are looking forward to meeting our new starters and families.

Happy holidays!

Have a look on Seesaw to see what we are up to each week!



Foundation 2 News

Mrs Parker and Miss Grainger
Miss Webb, Mrs Poulton, Mrs Newham, Mrs Vanka

Welcome to the Foundation Stage Newsletter! It has been such a busy and exciting half term,
continuing with our topic question ‘Could dinosaurs live in Woodley?’, and with all of our other
learning - take a look!

Topic
We started the term looking at the different ways that dino-
saurs move; we compared animals that we see today who re-
sembled dinosaurs and discussed extinction and how it might
have happened. We really enjoyed learning about dinosaurs
this term!

Maths
In maths, the F2 children have been learning about num-
bers 1 to 5. We have practised subitising, representing
and showing the composition of each number. We have
also looked at 2D Shapes (Circle, Triangle and 4 sided
shapes), talking about what we notice and trying to spot
shapes in the environment!

And who can forget our Numberblock Day?! It was fantas-
tic to see so many super representations of numbers! We
had great fun looking at numbers, patterns and shapes,
making our own Numberblocks with paints, playing with £
the Numberblock shape cars and having only maths les-
sons all day!

Phonics and Writing
We have had lots of other special days this

term too, including Firework Night, Diwali, Re-
membrance and Children in Need. This has cre-
ated lots of opportunities for strengthening our
pencil grip and writing.
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The Nativity
The children have been fabulous with practising the songs, actions and
words for this years nativity performances. We hope that you enjoy coming
to see it as much as we enjoyed practising it.

Thank you to all the parents that have supported us this half term and
we wish you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year and wel-
coming Miss Rees to Foundation Stage



Year 1 News

Miss Bolger, Mrs Ahmed and Mrs Garner

Miss Mubashar, Mrs Wheeler, Mrs Rodroju, Mrs Aswal, Mrs Kaur

Year 1 have had a fantastic Autumn term. We have seen the children put so much effort into all of
their work over the past few weeks and they have shown our Learning Behaviours really well.

Where In The World Am |?

English History
In English this term we have been learning In History we have been learning about the His-

about word types. We have learnt what a verb  tory of technology. We learnt about ways people
is and what a noun is, and how we need both of used to write in the past such as using a type
these to make a sentence. We have learnt to writer. We compared it to :
check that our sentence has averb, a subject modern ways of writing such| g+ _me ‘
and any ’'leftovers’. as text messages and even -
voice-to-text apps. We also

learnt about how people

Maths talked to people in the past_

S ap— and compared old phones with modern ones.

We were surprised that you couldn’t do video
call on phones in the past or play games on

AT A them!

gl learning  aboutp® ey

& 3D shapes in il
S maths. We have investigated which
~ shapes are good for stacking and ;
which are good for rolling. We have also talked |
about the properties of some of the shapes.

PSHE

In PSHE we have been learning
about our bodies and how to keep
them healthy. We have learnt about| &
healthy eating, good routines and
the dough and rolled it out, and looking after our teeth. We have also s ,# *
used cutters in different shapes learnt about the importance of wash-

to make festive biscuits. We ing our hands to stop spreading germs.

then decorated them and shared them with the

residents at The Birches. We also enjoyed sing-

ing Christmas songs to them.

DT

In DT this term, we have been
making biscuits! We kneaded

In Computing we have been learning about Cre-
ating Media and we have focussed on Digital
Painting. We have learnt to log on to the laptops
and have used Paint to create our pictures. We
have shown a lot of perseverance and inde-
pendence to remember how to log on. We have
been showing creativity when drawing pictures.



Year 2 News

Miss Anderson, Miss Rumbold
Mrs Hillier, Miss Mair, Mrs Yu

We have been very busy this half term continuing to learn about The Great Fire of
London and rehearsing for our Nativity. All the Year 2 children have continued to
display an excellent work ethic and have showcased their learning brilliantly.

Was The Great Fire of London a total disaster?
English

We have been truly blown away The children have been busy mastering the
by the standard of English work \Q methods of addition and subtraction including
the children have produced this exchanging!

half term. They have been ec

learning how to write non-chronological reports i
on minibeasts and have shown fantastic pro- &
gress. The children created amazing sentences '
that included expanded noun phrases and coor-
dinating conjunctions. They took great pride in
polishing their reports, adding eye-catching
backgrounds and images to make their work
stand out.

Design and Technology

This term the designed and build their very own
toy fire engine vehicles. They explored the me-
chanics of axles and wheels, discovering how
these parts work together to make their models
move. The children even had the chance to

Nativity saw their wooden axles to sizel

In a wonderful display of teamwork, they collab-
orated with Year 6 students to bring their mov-
ing toy fire engines to life.

Our children took great pride in leading the
Nativity this year. They delivered their lines
brilliantly and thoroughly enjoyed singing the
festive songs. It was a delightful performance
that showcased their hard work and enthusi-
asm!




Year 3 News

Miss Hughes, Mrs Inwards, Mrs Hartgrove and

Mrs Farooq

Mrs Kamath, Mrs Swamiraj, Mrs Yu

Could you survive in Pre-historic times?

KATHLEEN FIDLER

Reading and Writing
We have been reading the
Boy with the Bronze Axe
which is based in Skara
Brae and linked to our his-
tory topic.

Boy th the
Bronze Axe

In writing we have been trying to apply
our newfound grammar knowledge to a
non-chronological report and a charac-
ter description both linked to our Prehis-
toric topic.

[

TOQIC
Could you srvive c
times? We have been learning lots
about how change has occurred over
time and how prehistoric people were
constantly inventing and creating new
tools to make life easier - we even
compared this with modern day! The
children have also been Iearmng
about Stonehenge and have m}been
wondering why it was made. Et la
francais? C’eSi“S'UpeT! We have even
been learning about Ancient Britain in
French!

Maths

We have been trying so hard with
our maths column addition and
subtraction. We have now begun to
work on multiplication and division.
We have used arrays to help us.

We have been Iearmng all about bodies in
| scien e focusmg on skeletons. We dis-

dthed

of s!<eleton
and tha

s even have

nt typ
e anim

skeletons on the outS|de of their bodies!
We have also been thinking about why
humans and animals need food.

Je suis un homme
o P [ . .
de l'age de la pierre. 4*

J'ai un silex. <

J'habite dans
e




Year 4 News

Mrs Partridge, Mrs Downes

Mrs Nice, Mrs Mohammad, Mrs Strong

Welcome to the second edition of the Year 4 news! All the Year 4 children have continued
to take pride in their learning and have produced some amazing work. Please read on to
find out about the incredible learning the children have been doing!

What is More Precious - water or
gold?

In Year 4 we have continued our investigation
into the Ancient Egyptians and how their wealth

and the river Nile were important to their rise to j

power and success as a civilisation.

We learned all about why the River Nile was so
important to the Egyptians, explored an Egyp-
tian textile Khayamiya and have learnt about
mummification!

Thank you to all of

the parents who|
came to the SPLAT _
event and mumml-

us! The children
loved learning with
you.

Maths

In maths this term the children explored and
concreted their understanding of addition and
subtraction of 4 digit numbers and have been
challenged to multiple exchanges within one
calculation. We continued our work on addition
and subtraction to find answers to multistep
problems. We then investigated different tech-
niques in working out timetables we didn’t
know. Their timetables
knowledge has come so far
over the past few weeks but
any extra practise that
could be squeezed in on
the school run or at home
would be beneficiall

English

In our writing, we have
been creating our own very
unique fictional extinct animals and writing a
non-chronological report about them. Our focus
has been on using expanded noun phrases,
coordinating conjunctions and apostrophe’s for
possession.

Year 4 have continued reading
‘Secrets of a Sun King’ and the N
class have loved the exmte-\
ment and adventure within thew
story. We have been improv-

ing our predicting skills forp
what we think is going to hap- %
pen next and our inference!
skills to answer more probing
comprehension questions.

Science

As scientists we have continued to investigate

states of matter. We particu-
= larly enjoyed our two investi-
gations: one where we melt-
ed ice, butter and chocolate;
the other where we created a
water-cycle-in-a-bag and we

= with our Ancient Egypt topic,

we have also researched the
Aswan Dam in Egypt and the positive and neg-
ative results on the local environment.

Art

As artists we have looked at the Egyptian tex-
tile Khayamiya. The children created their own
elaborate patterns in the Egyptian styles and
painted them onto fabric. WWe've used our sew-
ing skills from DT to sew a channel using run-
ning stitch ready to insert a dowel rod. This will
help our beautiful tapestries to hang properly.
We've found this whole process really exciting!

Design and Technology

We have been extremely creative in D&T this
term. The children designed a logo for Ancient
Egypt, practiced their sewing skills into binca
and used these successfully in their art!
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Year 5 News

Mr Williams, Mr Robinson
Miss Briggs, Mr Edwards, Mrs Strong

Welcome to the second edition of the Year 5 news! There’s been lots of new learning
going on. Please read on to find out more!

English

During the second part of the Autumn Tem, we be-
gan reading Holes by Louis Sachar. We read the
book as part of our whole class reading lessons, and
used sections of the book to write a narrative that in-
cluded suspensel

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

LOUIS SACHAR

..........

Maths

We've been looking at the four operations including
looking at ‘special numbers’, such as prime numbers,
multiples and factors. We have also begun to explor-
ing fractions: find equivalent fractions, converting be-
tween improper fractions and mixed numbers,
comparing fractions and adding and subtracting
fractions - the children have worked so hard to
master fractions!

Science and Key Question Lessons

The space-theme continues with our Key
Question ‘Has our planet finished evolving?
We learnt about the planets, the earth’s orbit
and the Lunar Cycle, and why there is life on
Earth. We also used our knowledge of gravity
and air resistance to see who could build the

Year 5 OLA Challenge

The Orchard Learning Alliance have launched
an academy wide challenge for all year 5 and 6
children to take part in—The OLA Challenge.
Through this new project, children will be able
to try new things and develop their character.
The challenges fall into the following catego-
ries: ‘Our Community’, ‘Our Skills’, ‘Our Health’
and ‘Our Environment’. Within each section
there is a range of tasks for children to com-
plete. Once completed they can get these
sighed off by their Class Teacher in order to
achieve milestone awards:

- If a child completes 8 % OLA Chayy,
tasks they will receive \%“ e”&o
a Bronze award, given | e

in assembly.

- If a child completes
16 tasks they will re-
ceive a Silver award,
given by the Head
Teacher
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If a child completes 20

tasks they will receive a Gold award, which will
be awarded to them in an award ceremony
hosted by Waingels School in the summer term
2026.

We are really looking forward to seeing all of
the amazing things the children get involved in

.-






